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POPULAR WORKSf 

£lMafly Printed by J^ & J. H ABPEE, No. 82 CUff^SCiMt, ir«w-T«A i 
Tor Sato by tlM 

nUKOIPAL ••OltBU.BM Ul TBB VXttED iBITUli 



PELHAM; or, the ADVENTURES OF A GENTLE^ 
MAN. A Novel. In ft vols. 12mo. [By the Author of »• Tbo 
DiMwood."] Smtnd EiUiot^ 

**lf the nKwt brilliant wit, a nunOfwIame Interart never fUfi, andiMMnA 
pictures of the most riveting intercet, can make a woc^pepidar, *PeU»niP 
will be aa first rate In celebrity as it is in excellence. Toe scenes are laid at 
the present day, and in fashionable life."— X.Md0» Literttf OaxtUt, 

** The author, whoeTer he is, mav lastly pHde himself upon a perfbmmat 
fti n of amusing scenes, seasoned *y Sequent flashes of sieriing wit and tannhM 
humour, and remarkable for a pelish and elagance of style that well lean oat 
the word ^entUnum affixed to the Utle of the book."— Z.«i^ra frukirBnaiem . 

" The work of a master— we know not his name, but whoever he mty 

be, we oflbr him our warmest admiration. With wit. with classical lore. 
with a keen eye for penetrating passion in all its varieties— with geoios, anil 
taaie, and good sense, he is one of the few who desenre rare praise in propor* 
.ion to the variety of their appearaaco. In thb whole easok or rnv 

WaVISLBY NoVKLS, TBXnB IS MOT ORB TO BE COMrABBn TO FBLHAM." 

Jf.Y.Gmritr 

" BeUom have we risen firon the pentsal of any novel, romance, or nemolTf 
with sucb^vid emotions of gratified curiosity and delight as from that if 
Peibam. Wot masterly and graphic delineation of human character in all 
its phases, for picturesque grouptng of individoals, as collected in society, for 
engroflsing interest of Incident and thrilling exhibition of passion, for sUlful 
developement of plot, spirited and natural dialogue, and, finany, for philo- 
sophical acumen andbractk^l morality, this hovbl sv^irns UMKirALLsn tn 
THB PRBSBRT DAT. To point oatittstaAc^ of excelleuce would be an endless 
task— they will force thenaelves on the observation of every unbi as sed rabid. 
Were we inclined to select passages as more partienlarly evincing the superior 
powers of the writer, we should quote halCof the book." * 

J^. r? Mirror <• JL«tte»* LiLJffguae^ 

THEDISOWNEDU By tfce* Author of "Pelhwn." A 
Novel. In 2 vols. l^o. Second Edtiim. 

*' If P*th«m justly raised for its aothor a very high chancier, The Disowned 
wiU raiae it fiur hl^r."-u:,o»d0i» Literary Oauue, 

*' The great success of Pelham, and the high repntation it has acquired for 
its aatbor, increased our curiosity toToruse its successor. We hfeve examined • 
The lliaowned. and tnd it folly equal in plot, character, ami deseripttafl to 
Psttmn; and vatfy more nhlloso]^* '* ^ '* ' " 



^, , ^ . . , fleeting. It is by far the most 

intellectual Action that we have saen-lbr a long time ; and In it mav be fomut'' 
aorae of the finest maxima, and from it m«r be drpwn some of the beat 
aorato, for the guidance of the human feetrt^^.i2*to». 

•The Jonmals throughout tfafb cddatry and hi GpglWid have peitepr 
spoken more tai praise of *Pelhftm* than of n^ other fiovel that has ibsaea 
ftotfthi'press'ln modam daye— b«t all thKt has aeen said in commendatlen 
ot that work, and moch m»e In our opinion, may be repeated of «l'ae 
IMwwned.' The author centtinly posassaes, to a surpridbg degree, botdnbai, 
eneifyof genius, orlghudity, and shrewdness of observation. ' Peiham* anU 
'TheDiaowned' arc not inferior to Sir Wnlter Scoit*s novels.'^— C Timet. 
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Popular Worka RieerUfy Printed. 

DOUESTIC DUTIES ; or, Initructions to Toong Married 
Ladisi, on tho MAiwgemeiit of their Uouaehold, and the lUga- 
lation of their Conduct in the various relations and duties of 
Married Life. By Mrs. William Parkes. — Fifln American from 
the last London Edition, with Notes and Alterations adapted 
to the American Reader. In 1 vol; 12mo. 

This work has received the approbaiion of tlie principal literarjr pakHca' 
UoBa tai Graai Biltalu and la the United diatei.— The foUowing are but a few 
of the ezpceviODB in lis IkTOur :-^ 

** The volttme befbre na la one of Umbo pcacCieal works, whieb aie of real 

valuoand utility. It la a perfect v«<<« iiMc«m for tbe young jaanried lady, 

wbo nay raaert to k on all queationa of houaehoid economy and etiquette.. . 

Than ia aolbk« mutted with wbick U behooTea a lady va be acquainted.*' 

A^w MonUOig Magasme »/ LomUn, 

" We haTS not apace to notice llifa work aa it deaerrea. We cannot, liow- 
s?er, attow tbe pieaent opportunity to imm without atrougty recommeDdiog it 
10 the attSDtlon of the genera) reader, and to tbe honaekeeper in particular. 
It would be a uaeful aa weU aa elegant liolyday present— worth ail tne annual 
gifta ever pubUahed."->Y'. Y. JUirror 4- LotiAef I At. OaxttU. 

** We do not heaiute to aay, that the moat laatidlouB and perfect muk. «an 
And notbtag in this book from which to dimenL It ia an admirable condensa- 
tion of tbe physical and intellectual duties of women ; and we wiliii^y 
reaommend it to aU young ladlea, married or luaL'*— Beaton Statesman. 

" Tbia work appears to be particularly calculated to arrest the attention of 
ame young married ladies wbo wiab to abine ia the domestic circle.'* 

Gmii. Adoerti»9t. 

*> Were tbe aentisMnta th\» book inculcates bat understood and practised by 
our ladiea, It would be of more real ad vantage to them than all the nne tbewina 
Uf be deduced ftoia the collective wisdom of all the novels since the days uf 
chivalry. Domestic Duties I The book verifies tbe title— it is an explanation 
and enioroement of the dutiea incumbent more especially on married ladies, aa 
to them, in a peculiar ananner, are committed those arrangements, on which 
the domeatie happineas of familiea must depend. It contains many sobjecta 
neceasary to be oonaidered by all ladiea who are ambitious of desnving tbe 
" * '* ' * " anfrm* 



eulogy, more to bs coveted by a married woman than the loudest psan t 
the trump of fkme,. "Her children ariae up and call her blessed ; her husban< 
abK>, and h« pralseth her.'*— Z^tc^* JUagaxine [Botton]. By Mrs, Halt. 



' •( We eonalder * Domestic Duties* a very valoafile work, and well calcniater 
to promote the ol^eet fbr which it waa intended. It is one Uiat we most che«>r 
tbuy raoommend to all young boosewivea, and ta all wbo intend hecoining sm 
"niare are a vary few whose education has been so complete as thatr they wiU 
not find much both novel and useful In this volume, written in a clear and 
agreeable atyle. and luminously arranged. It ought to occupy a place tn every 
lady'alllnrary.*^T*« (HIU. 

" Anong tbe many intellectual treats which have recently been spread be- 
fora tlw public, there has been none cooMnlng so many usaui lessons aa the 
plsM&t work ooataina. It is the ladiea' Taif Jtfeetnn, in which every depart- 
laanC of domflatle duties, of mannem, tamper, aocompllabments^ deportment, 
the enliaary art, visiting, dreas, treatment of children, Ax. fcc. are embodied 
to the moat pleasing manner, and in the most fiunillar o»f le.** 

•* TUa book eontalaa an amount of oaeftil and intereating Information rareljt 
to bs met with.. .It ought to be included in the marriace portionof every lady.** 

ChronicU qfthe T{fliM» 
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Popular Works Reemtly Printed. 

THE CASTILIAN. A Novel. Bj Don Telesfaro 4» 
Tiaeba j Cosio, author of * Gomez Arias.* In ft vols. 12mou 

• -(I la our last Gazette we adverted to the pabllcaiion of tbia oovel, and to 
the pleaaare we had received from a huitied glance over its pagea ; and wa 
now aay that our very fovourable impreesiun has been anipiy eoolirmed by a 
more leisurely perusal of these volumee. The character of the heroine la 
altogether beautifully drawn, aud abounds in touches of great skia and feeling.** 

London Lit. OautU. 



" The work is written with great spirit, and abounds with animated s 
The cbaraetei8«re numerous, diversified, well sustamed, and true to nature.'* 1 

CJntrt Magmam. 

"A very interesting novel, the production of a Spanish exile in Eng- " ' i 

land, who exhibits in his writings, not less knowledge of the Engltah tauiguafe, 
than powers oi imagination and deBeription."--v42*i>i». 

*'The incidents are rich in interest, the story well managed, and the cha- 
racters well drawn."— Timet. 

** We most cordially recommend * The Castiliau* to all loven of the hlito> , 

ticai novel."— Loiuton iVeekly Review. 

" We ttcoiuattttid mw iinvet to iiiuse who feel an interest in the histoiy of f 

'renowned, romantic Spain,' a..d who love to read tiietaleof * kadye-love,' 
mighty valour, and ' moving incident.* It is worth their perusal'*— CbKrier. 

" Tiie style of the work is strong, the story well arranged, tbb incidents 
Tilways interesting, sometimes striking, and ali powerfully delineated. The 
author is linguJarly felicitous in his sketcln^ of character— that of tHmiento \m 
true to nature, and could have been drawn only by tiie hand of a master." 

M r. Mami*t Htraid, 

THE PROTESTANT ; A Tale of the lUigta ^t Queen 
JMary. By the Author of **De Foix," "The White Hoods," 
Sec. 2 vols. l2mo. 

" This work treats of events tlrat occurred in fte reign of ^ueta MarT,.a 
-period distingnished, perhaps, by more startling events than any lecorded in 
our annals. The historical personages of the day are Introduced ill the novel, 
aud the story is certainly one of unusual interest."— ^iHon. ' 

(* Mrs. Bray, tQ whose pen we are indebted for these Interesting Tolumes, 
' Js a.lady who, to afreat natural strengtii of intellect, and a refined taste, adds 
extensive acquirements, and, in particular, a thorough acquaintance with (be 
seldom read chroniclers of the period of which slie writes. To this the reader 
is indebted for tht interest which is thrown around the domestic manners, the 
bousehokl observances, aod^vate histoiy, as it were, of the persons waob 
she introduces, and the thousand interestbig little particulars which aie 
related of events of which oi^y the broad and piemhtept features are glanced 
at by history... Every chanter of the work contains curious and sphited 
' «ketc]ic«of scenes redeemed from long past-times. We know of no recent 
work wUcbt on the score of salutary morals, as well as literary merit, may 
be nraresineerelyreeonraended to the public."— til«CHtw. 

TALES op THE WEST. By the Author of Cetten ^ 

from the East. &c. 2 vols. ISmo. 

:**Thaw an two volumes of beautiftil tales, wittten in laagnafla the most Y 

elegant, with nanaUves of extr erne interest, yet simple and natural.** ^ 

• JUterMy GattUi* 

**The present tales have a fresfauess, a vividness oC coloniing, whieh are 
neviar to be ibund any where but in the produettons of Genius. The descrip^n 
of Sesemain's escape from the captured smuggler's ship would not disgrace 
the pen of Scott himself."— fTeckijf Review, 
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Ppptdar Wnrkt RteeiUljf Prinled. 
vI^A^^^^^^J REMAINS OP THE LATE HENRY 

coii.i.tmg of Lecture, on English Poetry, T»ii, ud otb^ 
MucelUneou. ««», m Pro«, Unj Verw. 'fivo. 

Z>«n40n Uterary OatetU. 

iracUoM- aSdiv«lSn^ir-S£!!l'iV''^**'* **°*'* lia» great and numcroub at- 
miwnm, and ive uac«rely hope it nmjr maet witli an eztcnBive iaJc;" 
,, Jaitmoi ©/ Liuraturt tmd Am **rto. 

». Naele-a Tales are vaJuable UUwtraUone of EngUah maniMn.** 

Mr. Neele bee produced n>» ^ of the moat intense and vivid Interest" 
M rp, JLiUrtOTf Magnet. 

St. U«er were aiurjEed by tcaiu whCh £!?™i J^™ P"*™"" wriUnfi of Ifa. 
?roml«, .« u« pn-eSrirCS^ £nSj^,§SS?.'^^|!!'SSL."* *» 

te„';ssjb£".-i^rr.rtrSSl^^^ 
r«;r^ij»ei;s*j;rc^f^xj2?xiJ^™«''- «» 




full ... 
flowiDj 
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Popular Works Reemthf BrinUd. 

EXtHAORDINARY MILITARY CAREER of Lt. JOHN 
0HIFP. Writtoii by himself. 2 vols. ISmo. 

** We are satisfied that no one will rise from the narrative of oar bratt 
aato-Uographer without haviag been deeply inlefested in hia icory.** 

TheOritte. 

*' Shipp*8 Memoira are rery amusing -, be has an easy way of ielUng 
stories, in which he hiinaalf tfgnres as the hero. He Is a ' pious JBueas' on 
a merry Bcale->he Jokes, he l^ts, gives advice, and chops off East Indian 
heads, all in the awie breath. The most interesting part of hit mdvmuam 
is that in which he «Us of his travels, love ailbirs, baute*aad eicapes in Hia- 
dooetan. They ar related with much splrii, «]id a great deal of humour. 
John laughs hispnuCt and makes other»Mvb.*^~an(nar. 

" These Memoir^ are ftiUt certainly, of the most extraordinary Incidenti, 
hair breadth 'acape^ and various experience, thai could well be encountered 
or imagined."'-jfiSMrieaii. 

** No one can rea'l tlie account of his sufTertegs without the deepest com- 
miseration. "■—Z.tfttflfon Lit Octette. 

LETTERS FROM THE JEGEAN. By Jamea Emeraon, 
Esq. 8vo. 

* The work of Mi. Bmenkm is replete with amusement from first to- last ; 
it contaiiw mucn valuable historic and political Information ; but Is priaci* 
paliy deserving of praise for tlie accuracy of its remarks on human life, and 
th^ Uiouaand interesting nanatives by which theae are illuatrated.**— Otit«. 

D£ LI3LE ; or, The SenaitiTe Mtn. In 2 Tola. 12mo, 

"This is unquettiottably cue of the best novels of the class to which it 
br!loDg8."~X<mAm Times. 

" It presents a richer abundance of circumstances and sentiments than we 
can readily recall in any recent writer—equalling the autlior 6f De Vere in the 
lauer, and eacelling bim infinitely in the former.*'— ^ojiCAZy Magwcitu. 

" It is a novel of the most extraordinary ftrtillty ; it Is, in trutli, the book sf 
matrimony.**— s/KZm. 

COMING OUT; and, THE FifeLD OF THE FORTT- 
FOOTSTEPS. A Novel. By Misses Jane and Anna Man* 
Porter. In 3 vols. i2mo. 

THE ADVENTURES of HAJJI BABA, of Upahaxi, in 
England. A Novel. In 2 vols. ISmo. 

THE LIFE OF MANSIE WAUOH. Tailor in Dalkeitii, 
ISmo. 

CLORINDA; or, THE CONFESSIONS OF AN OLD 
MAID. A Novel. In 2 vols. ISmo. 

THE SUBALTERN'S LOG-BOOK; oontainug Aiieo4ote8 
of well-known Military Chanuiters. In S vols. ISmo. 

BfELODIES, SONGS, AND SACRED SONGS. By 

Thomas Moore. Complete edition. 32mo. 
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Popular Works Recently Priniei. 

THE SPY UNMASKED ; or, Memoin of Enoch Croftby, 
•oUoi Harvey Birch, Sec. kc. eoaiprmng many 'intanMiingfluis 
and anecdotes of the Revolation, never before published. 

POSTHUMOUS PAPERS, l-'acetioui and Fanciful, of a 
Person lately about London. ' 12mo. 

ALMACK'S REVISITED ; or, HERBERT MILTON. 
A Noyal. In 2 vols. 12mo. 

" Tk» pnmdMl of tbem aU shaU hear of it.** 

St. VALENTINE^S DAY; or, THE FAIR MAID OF 
PERTH. Being Second Series of ^ Chronicles of Canon- 
gate.'' By the Author of " Waverley." S yoIs. 12mo- 

TALES OF A GRANDFATHER. By Walter Scot^ Esq. 
First and Seeond Series. 

The BOOK of NATURE ; being a Popular Illustration of 
the General Laws and Phenomena of Creation, in its Un- 
organized and Organized, its Corporeal and Mental Depart- 
ments. By John Mason Good, M. D. and F. R. S. In 1 vol. 
8vo. 



9 work 18 certalBly the bett pbiloflophical digest of the kind which we 
have BWa.**-^L9tidon MnUMlf Revww. 

The REMINISCENCES of THOMAS DIBDIN. Author 
of the ^ Cftbinet," &c. kc, ft vols, in one, 8vo. 

" Dibdla*8 RtmimMcentea will be found to contain a larger portion of ciirioos 
-history reJattng to ttie intrigues and cabals connected with the internal man- 
agement of our national theatres than any other work extant. The leiters 
written to Mr Dibdtn by Mr. Sheridan, George Gobnan, Henry Harris, 
Thomae Harris. Mr. Wbitbread, I>ougias Kimmitd, Peter Moore, Mr. Arnold, 
and Mr. £lUilo4 now publislied for the first time, saiiibit SwrU* of tlu Orem. 
Ro^Wh highly atwsing to thepublic, and partieularly gratifying to the loveis 
mt As DnsoM,**-^Monung Ckromele, 

RELIGIOUS DISCOURSES. ByaLATMAN. Second 
Edition. 18mo. 

** These 8eiSM>nB are remarkable, as a literary curiosity. The woik will 
lie read with «Tldiij— for thonsande are doabtlem aniious to be informed of 
Sir Walter*! oidnioaa in matters of rcUglon.'*— JV*e» MomUdy Mofxime, 

"No ear can remain closed no heart continue untouched^when the mm- 
ter spirit of the age beeomee the expounder of Crospel truthe, the earnest and 
ek)qu6nt advocate of the purs and aunple precepts promulgated by the Divine 
Founder of ChristianiQr.*^— XOsrsry Cknniele, 

HISTORICAL VIEW of the LITERATURE of the 
SOUTH OF EUROPE. By M. D£ SISMONDL Trans- 
lated from the <Mginal,with Notes. By THOMAS ROSCOE, 
Csq. in 2 large you. 8vo. 

MTUslsavalosMeaBdbkteratingwork. It presents a bnuMi and genenl 
Tiew of the rise and progress of modem literatnre, which will be read by 
those who are nntafermed on the subject with equal grattflcation and improve- 
saeat.*'-JWte 2Ym«. 
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Poptdar Works lleeentfy Pnnted, 

THE WORlts uF THS REV.«JOHN WESLEY, A.M. 
With hii LIFE. Complete m 10 vols. 8to. From the Itit 
London Edition. 

These Works should form a part of every ChrMan's library; and lo the 
BfeUiodist they are indispensable. 

WESLEY'S MISCELLANEOUS WORKS. Containing 
Ilia Tracto, Letters, &c. &c. From Uie Uat London Edition. 
In 3^ vols. 8vo. 

WESLEY'S SERMONS. Containing aeTeral Seimoni 
never before published in this Country. In 3 vols. 8to. 

PRESENT STATE OF CHRISTIANITY, and of th« 
Missionary Establiahmenu for its Propagation, in all Parts of 
the World. Edited by Frederic Scboberi. i2mo. 

8ehoberl*s work on the " Fresent State of Chrlslianity** is Ufhly spoken oi; 
and contains a compendium of Missionary exertions from the earliest am ct 
Christianity to the present times, it is a work which may be coasnlied wtib 
advantage by all denominations ; as it is written with a truly Christian splritt 
and gives due credit to every sect for their exertions and labours. Tlia work 
is concise , nviog a summary, or the result, oi Missionary laboun in all pars 
of tho world, and contains the mtUtum m par90. 

HELP TO FAITH ; or, a Summary of the Evidences of 
the Genuineness, Credibility, and Divine Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures. By the Rev. Peter P. Sandford. 12mo. 

BROWN'S DICTIONARY OF THE HOLY BIBLE. 
From the last genuine Edinburgh edition. Containing the 
Author's last additions and corrections, and further enlarged 
and corrected by his Sons ; with a Life of the Author ; and 
an Essay on the Evidence of Christianity. Two v<dumee in 
one. 8?o. 

BLAIR'S SERMONS. The three volumes complete te 
one. 8vo. 

DAVIES^ SERMONS. In three vols. Svo. 

SAURIN'S SERMONS. In two vols. 8vo. 

HANNAM'S PULPIT ASSISTANT. Containing thi<e« 
hundred Outlines, or Sketches of Sermons. A New and ba- 
proved Edition. In three vols. 18mo. 

MOSHEIM'S ECCLESUSric^U- HISTORY. A New 
Edition, in which (he History it continued dcwu to tht Praeni 
Titne^ by Charles Coote, LL.D.; and furnished with a Disser- 
tation on the State of the Primitive Church, by the Rt. Rev. 
Dr. Gleig, of Stirling. In 4 vols. 8vo. 

BROWN'S CONCORDANCE to the Holy Scriptoref of 
the Old and New Tiwtaments. Miniature Edition. 
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Popular Wof/a Recently Printed, 

TH£ HISTORICAL WORKS or ths Ret. WILLIAM 
ROBERTSON, DJ).: compriong his HISTORY of AME- 
RICA; CHARLES v.; SCOTLAND, and INDIA. In 3 
T«lf. 8to. Embelliahed with Plates. 

IItr|Hr^ edkion of theae valaable Mandard workt is ftr mperior, m ewj 
riqwet, to any other edition ever publialied in tbie country ; and is to be prs- 
ferred to Jooee't University edition, as tlie ty|W !■ laifer, the priiuln| and 



that eondenaod edition. Each Tolunie is a leparate history in Itaelf; tod nay 
bs pvchased separatetyi or bound imifonnly with the other volumM in sets. 

SCOTT'S LIFE OF NAPOLEON. A New Edition. In 
three octayo volumes, with a Portrait. 

THE CONDITION OF GREECE, in 1827 and 18«8. 
By J. P. MiUer. l^mo. 

LIFE AND REMAINS OF DR. EDWARD DANIEL 
CLARKE. Byo. 

VAN HALEN'S NARRATIVE, of his Imprisonment in 
, the Dungeons of the Inquisition, his Escape, his Journey to 
Madrid, &c. &c. Svo 

GIBSON'S SURVEYING. Improved and enlarged. By 
James Ryan, Teacher of Mathematics, Sec. 8vo. 

PARKER'S IMPROVED ARITHMETIC, 12mo. 

OVID DELPHINI, 8vo. 

SMART'S HORACE. In 2 vols. ISmo. 

GOOD'S (Da. John Mason) STUDY OF MEDICINE. 
In 5 vols. Svo. 

** Dr. Good*s extensive reading and rotentive memory enable him to enliven 
the most common elementary details, by InterweaTlng curious, uncommon, or 
illustrative examples in almost every pase.— We have no hesitation in pro- 
nouncing the Work, beyond all comparison, the best of the kind In the English 
language. With the naval, the military, the provinciai, and' tha colonial 
practitioner, the Work before us ought at once to supersede the unscientific 
coiBjpUatictt of Dr. Thoniaa-^and it will do so."— .Vsdwo-C&trar^. Asvisis. 
In Press, — 
HOOPER'S MEDICAL DICTIONARY. With Addi- 

ttOBff. OVO. 

GIBBON'S HISTORY, of the DECLINE awd FALL 
ew. THE ROMAN EMPIRE. In 4 vols. Svo. With PlalMb 

Printing on fine pape -, to comspoMl with Barper*i edition of BobsMsmt's • 
"Merits. 

BLAIR^S LECTURES, Abridged. With Questioiif, w- 

ranged on an origmal plan. 
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Alas! the Family *s 
Extidgaisb'd in bim, and the good old N aroe 
Only to be rememDor'd on a tomb-stone ! 
A name that has gone down from sire to son ^ 
l?o many generations ! 
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■XtUS XBXItEAT or A OOJmTXS ANTiaVABV. 

• 

He took a journeyt being accompanied by a countryman 
and companion of hifi own col)«^, aAd both on foot ; wfaidi 
^^MtJwti eithi^aaoM In tuMlbir ot their wttft of money 
or ^waSliky foade it ap. 

IzhAJs. Walton^s Life ot^Hookbk. 

Hd l^krUed {hA.t theib oucommonly dcarcd and precious 
volvtm^d, be)oi!^d t« -^n Ancient G^ntletnan, wbow naaue 
waii 3ti|dK0Qi1y ooootaled ; bat who was in Uie habit of conl< 
ing oncHd or. twice a week, — to smoke his pipe and loonge 
over hiB booksj; sometimes making extracts from theni, and 
somefinteid making obserrations on (he margin with a 
l^eoei). 

DlSDUi'a B»UOMANU. 

It was towards the close of oiie of those long 
and d^elicious summer days, Xvhich the pious 
George Herbert has exqiusitely called " the bridal 
of the earth and sky" that two personages of 
•clerical appearance, who seemed tabave attained 
4he mnddle period of life, presented themselves at 
tlie little inn adjoining the village of £astwell, in 
the fair county of Kent. A small leathern wallet 
buckled on the back of one, and the dusty habili- 
ments of both, indicated them to be of that order 
of g^ntl^oaen-traveUers, or strollers, whichy— be- 
ciHise it scHnetimes includes both patricians atid 
plebeians,-^is expres^d, in modem phraseoiogy,, 
by 4)e. €;pithet of pedestrianr In fact, th^v were 
A2 
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tMo graduates of a certaki famous college on 
the bulks of the Cam ; who, rejoiced to escape 
from poring over antiquated authors in their own 
apartments, and listening, day alter day to the 
ciaaaical standing-jokes of the 'combination-room, 
were pnofiting by the long vacation to renew their 
acquaintance with modem life and hature, amidst 
the delightful scenery with which the above- 
named county is well known to abound. 

The keen air of the downs, land their long ram- 
ble, had the usual effect, upon the pedestrians, of 
sharpening their app'etites and elevating their 
spirits. With minds open to all the .impressions 
of the beautiful country through wlrich they were 
travelling, they had been occupied by- an inter- 
change of thoughts, tastes,and feelings ; discussing, 
perhaps, some of die great political topics, which 
at this time engaged the public attention ; or, it 
may be, in accordant;e with their own oridinarj* 
habits, debating, in scholarlike terms, some ab- 
struse and knotty subject, which had often bewil- 
dered the schoolmen of past ages. At length, 
when with exhausted lungs and parched throats 
" they had settled these points to their mutual sa- 
tisfaction, they were hardly less pleased to find 
themselves close upon a long stragglmg tenement." 
before which, swinging from a branch of an old 
tree, and flapping in the wind, was suspended a 
gi§p, exhibiting the goodly portraiture of the fffst 
King George ; who was then but recently ek- 
^vated to maintain the ftotestant ascendency, and 
'be at the same time the patfon-saint of all the 
<beirt liquors in the nation. ' * 

The serenity of the evening had summoned into 
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the open air aB the mate pqHiIalion of tte place, 
«lkd groins (^ the y<f(ifi^ viOaffers were to be 
s^n engaged in their sports on the commcm hard 
by ; white, on benches at the afebouse door, the 
rustic gray-beards were seated in solemn divan, 
arranging their own and their neighboun^ con* 
cems,wiui aD theyehemence and hilarity inspired 
by a fbamns tankard ; the potency of which, in 
those good M times, was measm^, rather by the 
liberality of mine host, than by the gauge of a 
cellar inquiffltor. All these were auspicious omens 
for the hostel; for merry faces at the door of 
your inn, are fidly as. attractive to weary way- 
farers, and not half so decerning, as the ancient 
ivy-bush of your vintner, and his own protest 
touching the surpassing quality of his liquors. 
Within the precincts of Alma-Mater, the two 
graduates would probably have shrunken from 
the contamination of such a place of public re- 
sort ; — ^but rambling, as they were, for health and 
jdeasure in a remote district, with no observant 
eye' watching them, they felt themselves free to 
follow their own fancies ; and without hesitation 
approached the humble roof which offered them 
refreshment. The ilifetance to the next town was 
so considerable, that it was scarcely a matter of 
choice which determined them to take up their 
abode here for the night, if they could meet with 
the requisite accommodation ; and, their inquiries 
pFoVing satisfactory, they were ushered into a 
clean sanded little parlour by the portly dame of 
the house, who, with civil welcome, received them 
and their orders, and prepared with alacrity to 
provide for their enfel^inment. 
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AB^iiKf vndied for somewhat m<tfe pnvacv 
than Urn raom a£Rxided» GonuBioueatintt, afrit did, 
1^ a low bowed-wmdow wifb the wcfosed q^ 
wheieoA the peasants were assenibled, they in- 
qumd ^ their hostess whether they could not be 
ifidulfled with a more retired apartment 

'' Truly, my masters,^ rejplied she, '' our house 
is but smaU> and not fit for gentlefolks^ lor the 
most of our custCMn^rs be of our own n^Uxwr- 
hoed ; and they are content with our poor ac- 
commodations^ And indeed this is theonly room 
we have for visiters^ except the kitchen ; which is 
quite full already." 

^ We are somewhat fatigued," said the elder of 
her two guests, ^ and are not so anxious about the 
acconmiMlatiQn, provided the place be quiet: have 
not you a room above stairs^^ifQw, where we may 
be nee firom the smoking and drinking of your 
friends close by this window ?•* 

'* Why as for their smoking and talking* good 
Sir," answered the landlady, ^ it's bad enow to 
you, I dare say, and we shall have, I trow, rather 
a noisy time of it this evening: — ^for the weekly 
club will be held to-night, and iit's expected to be 
a full meeting of the members, to settle their 
quarterly accounts ; — ^but if s* mortal unfortunate 
we should be thus straitened to lodge your ho- 
Aours.'^ 

The modem ^' Elinor Rumming'^ now looked 
earnestly at the gentlemen, and seeing nothing 
in their perscois or manners dispfeasing, stated 
dioa^ with some hesitatiaa, that to be sure tfiers 
9i)as another apartment in her house ; over which,, 
through tb^ absence of oo^^wfao usuallyoccuiMed 



yGoogk 



•I2fTS01NTCTiON. BE 

it, she had a.discfretioaary coBtroL She then re- 
lated to them, that for several yeais past, the km 
had been frequented by an elderty person ^ho 
roamed about the country viiiting ttident buikl- 
ings and cfaurohes ; and inliose chief occupation 
fippeared'to be that of copying old monumental 
inscriptions, and forming a general collection of 
whatever s^peared to te antique and interesting. 
He was also in the habit of biinging home such rf 
these rarities as he conld honestfy carry away, 
and of leaving them under her care ; — till the old 
rubbish,, as she termed it, had so accumulated, 
that its removal would now be attended vnth con- 
siderable inconvenience to him. She had there- 
fore appropriated the room above-mentioned to 
his sole use ;- — and, being a quiet inoffensive man, 
paying readily for all he wanted, he was evidently 
considered, notvnthstanding his eccentricities, to 
be no unexceptable inmate. She stated him to 
be a prodigy of learning, and therefore concluded 
he had once been a schoolmaster ; while his pre- 
dileclion for churches and burial-grounds was, in 
her womanish reason, to be attributed only to the 
loss of some beloved object in early life, which 
had given^to fak pursuits their melancholy charac- 
ter. ^^ concluded by observing that, as her 
present vinters had the appearance of being 
clerg3rmen, she ran no great risk in yielding uptD 
them for the evening the use of *^ the Old Gentle- 
man's room ;" professBig hersdf satisfied that 
her confidience wouhl not be abused, by the sub- 
traction or disturbance of any of the curiosities 
it contained; and she accordingly offered this > 
improvement of their accemmodahon^ 
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Het giietsis htving diviUU^ «GC€^^ 
Landlajdy cooductod timn tbroiigh ber eMsktute 
khclMMi; and, t^iMUQi a flnwtt door directly oan- 
mumcaiing witliatte^lfidder4ike wtlmamfAt 
ascended to a long paas^ge^ temunating in the 
Ahuquasy's AFAjKnosirr; kibo Vfbkck having 
ushered her yintants, and slently enjoyed finr a 
monsteat their expreflsion of suqnise. At "witb- 
drew. 

Upon exaiDttiing the cfaandier,.they found it to 
be a ro<»n of «oine tw^e or fourteen feet square, 
having a low cei^^ and being indifferently con- 
structed for receiving the lignt, by meana of a 
very small latticed window ; of wMch, hovpev^^ 
nearly all the original panes had been exjctmnged 
for old pieces of stained slags of numerous shif^ 
and colours. In one phce appeared a portion 
of some ancieirt armonal-bearmg, and in anotber 
a jagged fragment of an old painted cathedral- 
window, with the diqointed relique of a saintly 
effigy, or scroll with a godly Latin text in black- 
letter: — some parts of these overlaid the others, 
or J in unskilful arrangement, were connected with 
leavy leaden frames, through whidi the rays of 
4b6 sun stru^ed in vain to penetiate. A round 
oaken table, wUdi perchance hfid in by-flone 
times often groaaed under the wooden ti^endiMis 
of aervtf^g-meii, and witnessed many a 'm^bty 
c^ieralioh of spoon, knife, and tanlnutl, stood nam 
oppressed with a toferaUy heavy wei^t of anotfaei* 
dieacription of things ; .which the tootk of Time, 
aMioui^ he is notoriouriy known as de insatiate 
Edaxnerumj had in vain aittenmted to ocaanimB. 
A small portion cf the board wtna^ Imwevt ar , 
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ckorect find near it was plapod a li^4)adked 
cmrwcd clumv ivfaKb^ in ifs chiyB cf youth «m1 
cleaidiiieBs^ adg^ imre been honoored by our 
Maxien Quee^A noon-day mstoM; or^ as would 
radnr be cooiectared from ito present miokad 
and taniMhed qdendoiin^ had once been fiiuMi^^ 
hy the fragrant Tapoura of Sir Walter Ralngh's 
Vnrjpnian oercotie. Here» dien» as it ^ipearHl, 
thensualoccupant of the room was wont to reTel 
in his ttitiqaariaB treasures; and seated by fab 
motley^cokiHVod window, enjoyed its ^dim re* 
ligious l^ht^" in poring over and deciphering 
many a fiaigment oi the ancient lore of JEkigland. 
A copy of thi^ very rare and (anions transh- 
kticlk of the flntire Scriptares^ undauntedly set 
fiMth by Afibes Cova^d^ aft Zurich, m 1530, 
wldch^ nui oMsaped the pnifaftiitions of Cha^eettor 
Moire and the fiies of Cheapsade or Smitfafieldy 
wfaneiis the apirits of the Reformers who trans^ 
kled ilv faad^ ^in fiery chariots," aneended to 
Bieairen^*«4ieve lay endhrined in odcon boards, 
thick^ staided with brass \ designed as it were, 
Khe Im weil*naikd portal of some rich old man- 
skxv to secure fiom profane hands the treasures 
whick it contained. The religious feeling of the 
caXiegaaB wese, however, n^ farther mtified^ by 
oba^i^g, as they turned over the leaves and 
read die pencilled remaifa in the maighis, that 
ita owner appeajeed to understand and appreciate 
Its vafaie, more truly than the fieudnonme Ubiio^ 
manilie»of later times are wont tadiar:-u<4md that 
he }xweA and revered the doctrines which it 
tm^t^ 0^«iiL:be]^«id the extreme rarity of the edi« 
iioti toelf. A amall recess in the wainaoot con- 
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tained a few other choice black*letter tomes, of 
high value in the present day, pre-eminent wherein 
were the excellent old PerambvlMon of Kent, 
by the learned William Lambard, Chanccr's 
Canterbury Tales, Editio Princeps, by Caxfccm, 
and the Chronidea of Holinshed, edition of 1587, 
having all the cancelled passages ; together with 
sundry fragments of books of devotion, old broad- 
sides, ball&ds, and parchment deeds with laige 
round seals attached to them ; — but these were 
secured by an outer door of lattice-work from 
the approach of aU unprivileged curiosity. : 

A massive beam of caiVed oak stretcfcied across 
the ceiling, from which was suspended a pair of 
boots of some old cavalier, the solid weight of 
which vrns no doubt intended to keep himriinhin 
his saddle f^ainst every* round-head oppbheht^ 
and ranged along the walls on the side of the 
room, were to be seen battered |Hece$ of .mail 
cuirasses, helmets, arrows, cross*bows, and: rusty 
swords ; which long surviving the gaDant spirks 
who bad borne them, were now placid upon a kind 
of peace-establishment to be terminated only by 
their own annihilation. There were likewise 
some weapons of a different kind, such iaa' the 
amiable old Izaak Walton, the gentiest and most 
)iumane of all the "Brothers of the Ai^e," 
might have used' when he took the water*, and 
waged war upon the finny inhabitants of the sil- 
very deeps. Keces of broken images and marble 
sculptures, were also fixed along the sides of the 
diamber ; and here and there might be ibuild a 
little old box, containing coins, stoned, and various 
Other small curiosities, which some;Connois8etirs 
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vahie ikr more h^hly, than did even the ages 
when they were beat known, or when they were 
accepted as current money. . 

The travellers were much amused with ex- 
amining these antiquarian treasures; but that 
which principally arrested their attention, was a 
portfolio, in which were deposited drawings of 
various monuments and ecclesiastical reliques of 
the neighbouring country. It contained also se- 
veral views of the adjoioing church of Eastwell, 
one of which, judging from the care displaved in 
its execution, seemed to be highly valued by the 
possessor. It represented the tomb of a Richard 
Plantagenet, in Eastwell.church ; by which the 
visiters were so much attracted, that they deter- 
mined to see it before they left this part of the 
country. 

They rose the next morning with recndted 
strength and spirits, but the old antiquary had 
not returned, to give them the opportunity of 
cultivating his acquaintance : though they pictured 
to themselves the discovery of another Elias 
Ashmole or Tom Heame, and would have been 
delighted to have carried to their college, some 
account of his learning and pursuits from then* 
ovm personal observation. 

Having determined on visiting Eastwell church, 
they procured from the hostess a little informa- 
tion concerning the adjacent country, and learned 
that about two miles from her inn, some win4- 
jiulls would appear on the right, near which a lanfe 
would bring them on to a lea, and a second lane 
upon the left, conduct them to Eastwell Park, the 
3tately seat of the earls of Winchelsea. Th^ two 

Vol. L— B 
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fmnd8» however, wert less de^y>ih8 6f ^ 

upon sceties of ^lendour, than of searching aft6r 
wild and romantic solitudes; atid the country 
lanes, which they speedily entered, grew by de- 
gi^s as naiTow and ni^ed as they could well 
TOsire. The last avenue Wound abruptly down 
a hill, bemg enclosed on each side by tall he<^s, 
which seemed to have been untouched by the 
hand of man for at leas* a century ; from the top 
of which might be seen the trees of Eastwell 
Parit, gilded by the morning sun, and riang above 
each other in ^cefiil gradations; the whole being 
by the distance so harmonized .to the eye, as to 
appear like a series of moss-coveifed hills. To- 
wards the end of the lane, the ground again began 
to rise, and the travellers passed through a na- 
tural arcade formed by the entwining branches 
of aged trees ; the roots of which were stripped 
of their original covering, by time and the nume- 
rous footsteps continually going over them. Pass- 
ing through the several flocks of sheep and herds 
of deer, which were peacefully feeding side by 
side upon the rich pasturage of IJastwell Park, a 
path leading to the right conducted fliem to a lit- 
tle knot of trees, concealing the towly but vene- 
rable church; they gray stone Walls of which 
bore mdubitable signs of having i/nthstood the 
shock of tnany centuries. 

The plain simplicity of one part of the building, 
and the elaborate skill exerted upon others, soon 
made the visiters desirotis <rf jseeing the interior; 
and, m the words of Hervey, **the doors, like Ae 
Heaven to which they lead, stood invitingly open/' 
The next motncint they trod its tited Boor, and 
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loiGikediipQiitjie sculptured iniuUe eS|gias deagj^ 
to perpetuate the memory of tk& ^^ei^t of odior 
days* Two of these, of considen^le magnitude, 
rested side by side on a rich monument ; and near 
them, supporting part of the wooden chancel* 
si^reen, appeared the tomb of th^ Moyle fsgooily, 
for which Eastwell palace was first erected. 
Opposite to them was raised the ston^ bust of Sir 
Heneage Finch, sometimp Recorder of London, 
mi ancestor of the Earls of Winchelsea and Not- 
tin^am, in the professional costume of lus day, 
and the wdl-knpwn pointed beard of the time of 
Charles L 

Against the wall in the chancel behind thb 
efGgy, appeared a small white-washed and unor- 
namented recess, containing the monument c^ 
B1GQ4.RB Pi.ANTA0|sifiiT, supposed to have been 
the last direc^ niale dese^daiit of bis royal hoqso, 
and the natural son of the unfortunate Ricbajrd 
PI. 'yhe t<^b, though formed of stooe, is jiow 
sp dilapidated ^ decayed, tbc^t it might abnost 
dJ?P^^ ^^ have been once encios^ in someduiig 
i^c^^r, and more ^bstaati^l and approj^dale tp 
the reniains of a 4?scendmt of jroy^y. Thfi sWl> 
wluoh cov^i^ k, wm at ope tiaa^ mlmd with %ims 
of metol, the fyrm ofwlmh ^re st^J to bo imper- 
fectly traced^ o^e app^wing to hayt been in tb0 
^tjjud^ of pray^f ; of the ra^tsiJ itself, boweypij, 
0^ a v^iy spuMJ portion i^ l^jjt. 

gut thoi^h this sepvilchre ba^ bem dc^fipoSe^of 
all notice of |b^ tiwl consigned i^ it, Ae wsmH 
B^^t^ of Ea§tw^ ^mrch lc»^ r^/couoted that, 
in $e ye^jr 1550, ^^MrW^UVi l^tOavrtirt UmB 
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ancient memorial, also, a peculiar mark is attached 
to the name of every person of noble blood, his 
being the first so distinguished, the character being 
also crossed by a straight line, which has been in- 
terrupted to express the heraldical baton of bas- 
tardy. The only other reliques v^hich the pil- 
grims to EastweU found of this most interesting 
personage, were the ruins of a building in the 
park, said to have formed part of the house he 
erected, and a well near it, called "Plantagenefs 
Well;" after which researches they returned to 
their inn, resumed their journey, and for a while 
thought no more of the antiquary or his favourite 
hero. 

Several years passed away, before the two 
divines were again led, either by their occupa- 
tions or pleasure, to revisit this part of the coun- 
try. But, however, as Time often makes up for 
his delays by suddenly brin^oe about the most 
unexpected coincidences, it ^(%enoi^cameto 
pass that one of the travellers was at length pre- 
ferred to the rectory of the parish of Eastwell, 
. and with his friend came to taks posfleflsion of his 
benefice. The same smitins aspect of country 
wMch they enjoyed together oefore, everywhere 
invited them to a renewal of their acquaintance 
with it; but Time had been busy in his opera- 
tions, and, either with a leaden foot for the 
wretched, or a swift, though noiseless, one for the 
gay, had overtaken many m the race of life, and 
gathered them unto the universal bourne. 

The two firiends had often since conversed to- 
gether iii their college apartments, about the ad- 
venture of the evemng which they passed at the 
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bourhood, it was almost their first objept to vi^t 
the landlady, and inquire after the antiquary. 
But he, who had rescued so mfmy reliques firom 
Time, had at length bowed himseuT before the uni- 
versal destroyer. His old protectress, however, 
was still living, as bustling and good-humoured as 
before; and, m compensation for the few wrin- 
kles which came over her brow as the legacy of 
years, the same fiqger of age which had stamped 
them there, had graced her complexion with a 
little of that jocund ruddiness, which is not at all 
unusual in the face of a tavemer: she was also 
still very talkative, ainl entertained them with 
many anecdotes of the eccentricities of her old 
inmate. His ^'ruling passio^i" had been "strong 
in death,'' and his last request was, that he might 
be buried near the Plantagenet monument at East- 
well, in a coffin made of the shelves which had 
held his treasures; and that the service over his 
remains should be read from his BaocieiA black- 
letter Common Prayer and Bible, whifji.he he- 
quaathed for that purpose to the officiating minis- 
ter. His wishes on this point were punctually 
performed; and as many of the nei^bKmrfi, who 
respected and loved him for his amiable qualitie/s, 
were anxious at his decea£fe to possess some me- 
moriai of th^ man, his collections were thus in a 
short time entirely dispersed. 

The landlady had, however, retainefl a bos ^f 

Us papers, which were sent to the nedisisy for w 

evening's inspection; and the reader w^ jndlge 

with wiiat a^rpxiae Ikey ^scovcired ui it a» $d» 

B2 
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' vellum manuflcripty which, cm opening, was found 
to be entitled 

fnhe argrnVe 
itfvitun lis hfiii irttttie (lanVr. 

The character of the volume was a fair small 
iiuining-hand of the early part of the reign of 
Edward VI., to which period several circumstan- 
ces in the narrative also referred it. The spell- 
ing was about as uncouth as that used by Leland, 
but the language was considerably less formal, and 
something like the florid style of the old English 
chronicles, to which the author might have been 
accustomed, in his youth. Added to this, he 
seemed so evidently to have felt the scenes which 
he recorded, by hjs vivid and dramatic descrip- 
tions of them, that he appeared to live over again 
as he related his own story; and, as he says in the 
commencement of it, he gave to them a vivid por- 
traiture, that posterity might regard his pages, as 
the true and lively similitude of the interesting 
matters which he had witnessed. Such is an ac- 
count t>f the narrative now published, which ap- 
pears to be thus eminently qualified for illustrating 
the nianners and events of the period to which it 
relates — ^from 1485 to about 1549 — but it hBs 
been entirely revised in its orthography, and occa- 
sionally modernized in style by the editor; who 
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has, however, preserved the original divisions of 
the narrative, by marking them as chapters, and 

S'ving to them titles and mottoes descriptive of 
leir contents. He has alsof added a few histo- 
rical and explanatory notes, in the execution of 
all which, he has received considerable assistance 
from the kindness and experience of an antiqua- 
rian friend. 

Independently of the very remarkable support 
which this volume gives to modem historical re- 
searches, the actual subject of it is still more cu- 
rious and interesting ; smce it purports to be the 
original autobiography of an illustrious personage 
who has been neglected by the national histo- 
rians, and who is known to have lived only by 
tradition and the mysterious entry in the register 
of Eastwell. It will be remembered that King 
Richard III. had one natural son named John of 
Gloucester^ whom he made captain of Calais, 
styling him in his patent " our beloved bastardf ' 
but it was not until the year 1720 supposed that 
he had also another son, Richard, who was 
brought up in obscurity, acknowledged by his 
royBl father only the night before the battle, of 
Bosworth-field, who survived until the reign of 
Edward VI., when he was upwards of eighty 
years of age. This interesting information was 
first communicated by Heneage Finch, fbtlrth 
Earl of Winchelsea, to Dr. Brett, who sent it in a 
letter to Peck, the antiquary, by whom it was 
printed in his Desiderata Curiosa. It had, how- 
ever,"probably some traditional errors, of which 
this manuscript makes no mention ; suth as King 
Richard being decorated with a staf and garter^ 
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tto# fc^ persons cm foig^t thi^ JM^oo^ 
9tateji^ ^hat toe star was add^d to the order hy 
Charles L, nearly a century and a half afterwaxd. 
U nny be remamed in passing, thai; it was from 
Dr. &ett's account, that Richard Hull the actor 
composed his well*-known legendary tal^ of Ri- 
chard Plantagenet, in plaintive ballad-measure. 

But not to keep the reader from the nairative 
itself with antiquarian discussions, it may be re- 
marked, that the fortunes of Plantagenet being 
blighted on the death of his father, after many 
adventures, he finally became a builder, and was 
employed as such in the erection of Eastwell pa- 
lace, when he discovered himself to Sir Thomas 
Moyle; who, in 1546, gave him ground in his 
park to build himself the cottage in which he af- 
terward resided. Both the opening and conclu- 
sion of his story, state that it was written in this 
retreat, and he appears, from the following pages, 
to have enjoyed that retirement with all the pla- 
cid dignity of Milton's pensive man, who wished 
that he might in his 



" — — — weary age, 
Find out some peaceful hermitage." 

And virhen he speaks of the events of his past 
life, it is in a calm and happy strain, not. unlike 
that uttered by one of the oest and most exalted 
df our living poets, with whose beautiful words 
f his Introduction shall be terminated. 

^« It is plQasant then to «H fnid talk 
Of 4a^8 thfX 4ur0 no mor^ 
When in his oTi^n jiear home 
The traveller' rests at last. 
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And tells how often in his wanderiogs 
The thouffht of those far off 
Hath ma& his eyes o'erflow 
IVith no unmanly tears ; 
Deli^rhted he recalls 
Through what fair scenes his lingering feet have trod ; 
But ever, when he tells of perSs past. 

And troubles, now no more. 
His eyes most sparkle, and a readier joy 
Flows thankful from his heart." 
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OP 

THE PLANTAOENETS. 



CHAPTER I. 

A LEAF FROM TEOS VOLVliE OF CHILDHOOD. 

'The great increase of religious houses xeiy much iu- 
<^reased the uumber of seminaries of learning, as there wae 
a school more or less famous in every convent. — Many per- 
sons of rank and fortune were educated in these conventual 
!3chools. 

Henry's HisTanv of Gheav Britain. 

Well, by his visage, you might know 
% He was a stalworth Knight and keen, 
And had in many a battle been ; 

***** 

His eyebrow dark, and eye of fire, 
Show'd spirit proud and prompt to ire ; 
Yet lines of thought upon his cheek, 
Did deep design and counsel 9peak. 

Scott'b Marmiom. 

Finding myself, Our Lord be thanked, inmost 
goodly estate and comfort, after many rude tem- 
pests overpast; gladdened by the fair resting- 
place now given to me 6n e^suth, and fidl merry 
m the hope of heaven, — I, Richabd Plantagb- 
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NET, would fain employ my latter days in record* 
ing the events of those which have loi^ since 
passed aviray, into the great sea which Time is 
ever rapidly rolling onward to eternity. 

And this will I do, in the strength of God, 
without fear or favour, or unmeet inclining to either 
hand: So that they whose eyes shall k>ok upon 
this narrative, when mine shall be closed for ever, 
may assuredly regard it as the true and Uvely 
similitude of those things belonging unto the story 
of my strange and troubled, though inglorious, 
life. For, since the next race may perchance de- 
sire to know what the past hath been, and seeing 
that old age loveth to discourse of its youth-hood, 
I have, as it were, delineated the scenes wherein 
I have acted, in vivid portraiture, as they even 
yet remain impressed upon my memory; and 
nave here set down the speech, the semblance, 
and the very habits of those with whom I con- 
versed, who " were honourable in their genera- 
tions," but who now exist no longer. This, there- 
fere, have I done to the extent of my poor skill, 
though, as one saith, 

" I must write plain, colours I have none to paint ;"* 

but would I not, because I am now fallen into 
years, idly bask me in the warm sunshine which 
is to me fast setting, but still assay what remain- 
eth to me of wit and vigour, to " do that which 
my hand yet findeth to perform," and with all my 

♦ Prologue to Cavendish's Poetical History of the Car- 
dinal of York. 
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little power, n$ 'monkheth the holy teit ; (otf in 
tmthy I am now ''gwig unto the dead, who have 
neither work, counsel, knowledge* nor wisdom.'* 
Nor do I foi^get, alsoi wh^ tluit very learned 
knight, Sir Thomas Morer— albeH for mvers rear 
sons I like not his memory, — ^baih so wittily said 
on the importance of engaging us in such employ- 
ment as we are best able to encounter, in those 
choice moral verses which he writ in his youth : 

" Wyse menalway 
Afiynne and say 

TTua best is for a man, 
Dyly gently 
For to apply 
The business that he can.*' 

As to my story, sorrows have been mine, such 
as those of the common sort, with whom it was 
tny lot often to sojourn, do rarely know ; but to 
these, bright hopes and joyous thoughts have at 
length succeeded. Fori have found, that of a 
truth sadness and merriment do in this worid ever* 
more foHow each other, as the day doth the 
night, himself anon to be pursued and eftsoons 
overtaken. 

I was yet in my green years, nothing improv- 
ing to-day, and nothing recoQecting of yesterday, 
though ever vainly anxious about to-morrow, 
when I remember me being one of the pupils 
who were instructed with the six novices in the 
monastery of St. Mary, in the Isle of Ely ; what 
time that godly man, Koger Walkelyn of West- 
minster, was prior thereof. It so chanced that 
ray fellows went to their homes about the mem* 

VoL.1.— C 
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fea&t.iQf St. John, wheii the sun shines fiercest 
and fairest, "the skies be brightest, the birds 
blithest, and the fields and flowers lixk the love- 
liest and greenest. Much did I repine at their 
going to tl^ir fiiends and tender parents, while I 
was still left with Father Austin, the venerable 
and learned master of the novices, who still con- 
tinued to instruct me in fair wd beautiful writing, 
with enlumining of manuscjipts ; in the Grammar 
of Donatus, the logic and philosophy of Aristo- 
teles, and the plain-song ot our church-service, 
with the art of plajfing it upon the deep-tonedTor- ' 
gan. As it is but all too likely, that in the strange 
convulsions of our later time ^his scene of my 
youth may full soon be despoiled and ruined, I 
cannot here omit to set down that the school of 
Ely Monastery was a fair wainscoted room, near 
the treasury m the western cloister ; having an 
oaken stall, curiously carved, for our preceptor, 
and desks and forms stretching all across the room 
for his pupils. In divers other carres or square 
pews, also, in the cloister, were chained sundry 
parchment books, fairly copied in our scrvpto^ 
rium^ or writing-chamber, wherein the novices 
and students might read a good plain lesson of 
godliness, or of honest human wisdcmi : such be- " 
ing the divine Psalter, the Proverbia of Salomon, 
the subtle histories and fables of thib witty iEso- 
pus, the Promptuarium Parvuhyumj the Moral 
Sayings of Cato, Le Chastisement dCtm PerCy and 
the like. Howbeit, uAto my youth solitude was 
sadness ; much did I miss my compaoions ^X the 
permitted hours of morning and evetiing disport, 
and much did I wonder why none should be left- 
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tMit-myself ; and then did I begin to inquifft who 
or what were my parents, and to adL divers ques* 
tions touching their estate^and existence. 

Still wjfks I pursuing this course of life, when 
one day, — ^which I well remember me was the 
13th of the calends of September, which is to 
say St. Bernard's day, the 20th of August, in the 
year of our redemption 1485, soon after the 
hour of Prime, ^bout. seven in the morning; — it 
was then, 1 say, that Father Austin summoned 
me to attend the Lord Prior in the Locutorium^ 
or parlour; which was the more to be noted, as 
visiters were not lightly permitted to see the stu- 
dents or novij^es until after the procession at 
NoneSy or about four in the afternoon. On en- , 
tering 1 found him engagei^^ in earnest conversa- 
tion with a stranger, who, appeared from his 
habit to* be a gallant soldier; for he was attired 
most bravely as it seemed unto me, poor wight, 
who had never beheld courtiers or men of iirar 
before. He was a tall and stout personage, of 
bold, but friendly features, embrowned by sun 
and storm, whose crisped and iron-gray hair 
curled closely about his forehead, contrary 4o the 
general, though womanish custom of my younger 
days. The lower parts of his dress also seemed 
. as though he scorned the fantastic habits of his 
age ; since they were formed only, of tight blue 
hose,having genouiUieres, or knee-pieces, of bright 
ste^l armour, partly gilt and ornamented with 
'rich chasings. He wore, likewise, sollerets, or 
polished iron shoes, to- which were afiixed costly 
gilded spurs*with lai^ rowels, indicating him to 
he a kn^ht, fastened to his feet by blue leathers. 
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I might well note also, that he did not wear the 
i»road trunk-hose, nor the unwieldy stuffed and 
padded doublets which the ever-ready flattery of 
courtiers hath since brought into so great fash- 
ion;* — ^but the rest of his raiment was almost en- 
tirely hidden by a blue surcoat, covered with 
Klden studs, in front of which an embroidered 
It sustained a ponderous sword and dagger in 
azure scabbards. His flat cap and feather of 
purple velvet and gold, he had doffed out of reve- 
rence to our prior, with whose unadorned black 
Benedictine cowl and scapulary, the gallant habit 
of the knight was strilanglv contrasted. But 
albeit outward things wrought not greatly upon 
the mind of the venerable Roger Walkelyn, it 
seemed to me as if he held his guest in great 
honour; for though the day was yet so young, 
and it wanted fall four hours of dinner, there 
stood upon the table beside him, a silver-gilded 
cup of Rochelle wine, a loaf of the prior's own 
white wassell-bread, and a fair dish of stewed 
eels, for which the monastery of Ely had long been 
famous. 

As I entered the parlour, habited in the coarse 
black frock and skin boots provided for the stu- 
dents and novices of our house, the stranger 
attentively fixed his eyes upon me, and said, **I 
trow. Lord Prior, that the object of my journey 

* This passage alladefl to the custom which prevailed 
when Henry VIII. began to increase in size, of the appear-^ 
ance of stoutness being adopted by aknost all classes of the 
people ; every part of the male dress beinff stuffed with 
bombast, or cotton- w^ol, to imitate the bulk of the Sovereign^ 
especially in the shoulders and trunk-hose. 
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now stands before nie: thanks to your hospitalitv 
and the gspod fish of the 611^, I have well fed, 
drunk, anil rested j but as you wot that time 
presses, if it so please vou, I would that he eftsQpns 
made him ready to depart. And touching-^ — ^^ 
their conversation here sank into a whisper, and 

^ aftercontinuing for a short space, T was ordered 
tto put on my hood, and was consigned to the 

' knight, who willed me to attend him to the outer 
gate of the monastery, where a ^tout seiyitor, . 
dressed in u blue livery and partly armed in bright 
iron, was waiting with horses for x>Ur conveyance. 
My conductor lightly vaulted iipon one, with an 
agility which greatly excited my admjralion, say- 
ing to his follower, " Take the i^tripE^g to you, 
Bernard:" upon which he seized ^me by the arm 
vdth the grasp of a giant, and swung me from the 
ground into the saddle of a palfrey beside him, 
which he held by the bridle-rein. 

It was almost high noon, and we had proccjeded . 
at a round pace upon our journey, — min^ eyes 
having been long diverted by gazing on tne -coun- 
try through which we passed, for my visits be- 
yond the bounds of the monastery had be^n full 
jmre and very brief, — ^it was, I say, nearly noon, 
ere I ventured to express any curiosity as to the 
end of our journey; but there was a moody si- 
lence about my guides which 1 vainly sought to 
remove. When I asked whither we were going, 

' Che yeoman hastily pointed to a tovm with divers 
spires as of a cathedral, at some distance, which 

^he. seemed anxious to rbach. I trusted that our 
arrival there would ^clear up the mystery, but in 
tins was I disappointed; for when we got thither, 
. C3 
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at the hour of Sexts or noon-prayers, we took « 
short though sidistaiitial refectkniy durii^ which 
the kni^t never left me, mid speedily afterward 
we again set forward. As we were remounting 
our forses, I learned fiom divers peasants who 
were loitering about the hostel door, that the 
town we were then quitting w^ Peterborou^, 
famous for its ancient and stately abbey dedUcated 
to the blessed apostle. Whether it were the 
reverence in which I ap[>eared to hold my knightly 
conductor, or the ready obedience which I paid 
to his commands, had won upon the sternness of 
the soldier, and had awakened the good*humour 
of the man, or whether he really compassionated 
my anxiety and aiarm-rl know not; out certain 
it • was, that after passing beyond the fore-named 
town, he caused me to ride near him and became 
more free of speech. 

" Come, stripling,** said he, " cheer thee up. a 
lihort while longer, for our journey extendeth yet 
to Leicester, now nearly some forty miles farther ; 
and then you shall have that rest and food, which 
a day's hard riding renders meet for such home- 
keeping youths as thou art." 

" Thanks, Sir Knight,** answered I, "but may 
I crave of you wherefore I am carried thither? 
until this day have I been ever dwelling in Ely 
Monastery, even from my childhood ; ami in our 
Lord Prior and the venerable Friar Austin, my 
preceptor, I have found the only semblance of 
father or kinsman it hath been my lot to know. 
Are then my own fond parents in Leicester ? or 
do there dwell the kind relations, of whom untA 
now I have been all unwitting? Say but ay^ 
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my honouraUe guide, and my overjoyed heart 
diall sustain my wearied limbs, and the fatigue 
which oppresseth them shall be recked no longer." 

^A passing fair-spoken youth, as I'm a sol- 
cher," exclaimed the knight to himself; and then 
added aloud, ^ say'st thou so, my boy, then by 
our Lady of Walsingham, all your hopes shafl 
full soon be gratified. Be it known to thee, then, 
that thy father is one, miscalled as he may be, 

who haih ever loved thee, and ^Tush P' cried 

he suddenly, his voice faltering, and his whole 
firamer appearing to labour under some inward 
emotion or restraint, as he added, ^ Ask me no 
ferther, boy ; but let us put forward to Leicester: 
anon thy desire may be satisfied to the flill." 

Yet while he was thus reluctant jto communi- 
cate to me any information, touching that subject 
which of all others I most desired to know, my 
knightly guide was no longer unwilling to enter 
into ordmary discourse vrith me. He spako^ 
soldier-like and wisely, upon the then troublous 
state of the realm of Ekigland ; and told me how 
the royal Richard Plantagenet had mardied from 
his court at Nottingham Castle to the town of 
Leicester, vrith a ftdl gallant army of some 12,000 
men, to oppose the rebel, JHany Tudor, — so he 
named him, — ^Earl of Richmond, who had landed 
at Milford Haven on the 6th day of that same 
August, with 2000 soldiers which he had been 
dai^ augmenting to assist in his most traitorous 
claim upon the crown. Notwithstanding the utter 
strangeness of these martial histories to my ears, 
which had been accustomed to little more than 
prayers, anthems, and masses, — ^I listened to them 
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with wondrous delist, and they seemed to' stir 
within mq like the ^weU of a trumpet, as with sudi 
like discourses my conductor beguiled the weari- 
ness of our journey, c'^ f 

It was drawing towaMsthe evening of the 
ff3cond day a^er we left Ely, that I perceived the ■ 
siantii^ rays of the sun ffilding the ancient spires 
of Leicester Abbey, ana-St. Mary's church. It 
was the festival ot Bishopr Augustine, being the 
-2lst day of August, and the twelfth Sunday after 
the feast of the Holy Trinity ; and even now, in 
the very winter of my life, thtf recollection of that 
most memorable Evening is .depicted upon my 
SDul with more than the vivid freshness of yester- 
day. Unlike the holy silence or pious joy which 
that sacred season ever witnessed in the cloisters 
of Ely,"^! in Leicester town was noise, tumult, ' 
and confusion; frciin the mustering and marching 
of the king's army. Bodies of men-at-arms, 
bowmen, bulmen,demi-lancers, and horse-archers, 
were being marched through the streets to the 
camp ; and many fui esquire or GoustUliery was 
hastening thither Bearing the arms or leading the 
war-horse of his knight: while the town resounded 
with' the gHnding of weapons, the twanging of 
bows, the burnishing of -arms, and the continual 
clan^ of the hammers of smiths, armourers, and 
braziers, who were shoeing the sM^s, or com- . 
pleting the harness of the knight^ and soldiers. 
Nor did there, in remote sti^eets, Want eve© the 
impious oath, the loud br^wl, the full £ankard, ot 
the idle talk of the baser sort, collected intrf^ 
groups, and debating' with greit violence a^d 
small wisdoih on the pt^obabl^ issue of the ex- 
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pected fight. Perplexed aiKl wondering at the 
spirit-stirriiig scenes around me, I would rain have 
lingered on my way the better to have marked 
them, but my guide ever and anon hastened our 
progress. At length we stopped at a lai^ house, 
with a broad ovenianging story, and ornamented 
with fair timber-work, standing io the street lead- 
ing to the North-Gate. Against it, carved upon a 
stone, was the figure of a white boar ; andj by 
a person in a blue habit, a red face, and a white 
apron, standing at the door seemingly watching 
our arrival, it appeared to be a hostel. 

^* So ! fairly ridden," said my guide, reining in 
his horse and beckoning to the host who assisted 
me to alight, " here, then, youth, ends your travel 
for the present. Look to this striplmg, Jankin 
Stoup," added he to the tavern-keeper, "give him 
food, and let him go to rest in the wainscot cham- 
ber, until I return, which will be by the midnight 
beU." 

Thus sajong he rode away, and after a slight 
refection, the host led me into a rich apartment 
of oak, quaintly carved, wherein was a laige 
square bedstead with pillars, choicely sculptui^ 
and in some parts gilt, of a richer kind than I had 
ever then seen. Wearied with the- journey I had 
undei^ne, and perplexed in mind as to the pur- 
port thereof, I hastily said over my night-prayers, 
and sinking down upon the couch was speedily 
lost iurJieavy skunben 
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CHAPTER IL 

A SCENE NEAR BOSWORTH FIELD ON THE EVE Of 
BATTLE. 

Wonder no more why thou art hither brougrht, 
The secret of thy birth shsdj^now be shown; 

With glorious ardour be thy bosom fraught, 
For, know, thou art— Imperhl Richa«d'b son. 

H. * * * * 

Begone, my sou ! — thift one embrace ! — away ! 

Some short reflections claims this awful night ; 
Ere from the east peep forth the glimmering day, 

My knights attend to arm me for the fight. 

Hull's Richard Plantagenet. 

The fatigues which I had undergone had so ex% 
hausted my strength, that^he deep sleep into 
which I had fallen continued unbroken, until I was 
awakened by the voice of my conductor at the 
side of 'my couch. " What, ho ! youth," said he, 
shaking me, " I pr'ythee bestir thyself: for albeit I 
marvel not that thy weak limbs should want rest 
and thy young eyes be drowsy, yet thou must now 
up and tarry no longer ; for the bell will soon tell 
midnight, and we must be gone." So saying he 
threw over me a rich, dark-coloured hticque^ or 
mantle, used chiefly by knights md nobles at tour- 
naments, wherein I was completely enwrapped ; 
and briefly ordering me to follow him in silence, 
led me forth through the town, and again mount- 
ing fresh horses, we rode at a rapid pace toward 
the west into the country. ^ 
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I soon perceived from the martial scenes around 
me, and the oft-repeated challenges of ptutics o) 
soldiers, — ^to whom my guide imule a low, and 
brief reply, which procur^ us leave to pass them« 
^-rthat we approached near to that fattil plain 
which was fiill soon to become the field oi buttle. 
Itappeared to me upon that most memorable night, 
and on the mortt)w, when I might still more duly 
note that which I shall now depict — as a spacious 
tract of open, Uneven, and uncultivated, countiy.. 
somewhat of a round, or ovc4, shape ; being pet- 
chance of about two miles long, and one broad. 
From the red colour of the «arth thereof, — ^too 
soon, alas I to be dved with a deeper stain of.san- 
guine by the blood of a sovereign, — the field was 
called U€|dmoor Plain ; and on the south-western 
side it was lx)ui:ided by a rivulet called Tweed, 
which glided through a valley between the camps 
of the opposing armies, and supplied them both 
with water; thus recalling into my mind our 
Lord's words, that " God doth send his rain alike 
upon the just and on' the unjust." Unto this 
stresunlet, flowed the narrow marshy channel of a 
&ir sprii^, which rose upon a mound named 
Aymon-hill on the east, 'and formed « little square 
dnd obscure font, surrounded by dank mosses 
and mould: but yet I truly'protest unto them that 
shall hereafter read my story, that to me, that smaQ 
well is venerable as the foimtain of Jacob was to 
the. men of Israel ; since it was there that Kin£ 
Richard drank his last earthly draught; atid gave 
unto its friendly waters some sparkles of his own 
immortality. The rustic who now points out in 
that desolate field the spot ot the last battle be- 
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tween the ccmtending houses of York and Lan- 
caster, still calls it "Kjng Richard's Well;" and 
many of the country hinds yet love to drink there- 
ofy while they turn them away from the Tweed ; 
which they declare hath unto this day a stain of 
the Mood of the fallen running in its streams. 

When we arrived at this place, the last dim rays 
of the setting moon wei'e cast upon the camps and 
moimds of the two armies: those of Harry Tudor 
being erected close to the Tweed, which he had 
lately crossed, and somewhat Northwest of King 
Richard's weU, at the foot of Aymon-hill. His 
tents of striped green and-white ; his broad ban- 
ner, pitched beside his own pavifion, bearing a red 
flery dragon, fairly wrought upon sreen and white 
sarcenet, to commemorate his vain boast (^descent 
from Cadwaltader, the last of the British kings; 
and his soldiers clad in white coats and hoods, were 
all faintly visible thrqugh the pale moonlight, until 
they were at last obscured by the mist which came 
on so thickly on the morning of the day of battle. 
As I have since learned, his bulwark encompassed 
some seven acres of the field, and his whole power, 
together with that led over to him by -the treache- 
rous Stanleys, who as yet seemed to adhere unto 
the Kins, hath been truly computed at full 15,000 
men ; albeit the unfaithful chroniclers of the victor 
would fain have it believed, that his triumph was 
wrought almost without an army. The camp and 
fortifications of KingHichard, to which I was con- 
ducted, were fixed at Stapletoii, some eleven miles 
from Leicester, and nearly two fix)m the enemy, 
on certain rising grounds, called the Bradshaws; 
whence we might well behold the plain of Bos- 
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i^otthf and to which no adyersaiy could ^>proach 
unseen. The royal defence^ wi camp sroead 
Over eighteen acres ; aj^d were formed of two nnem 
having a wondrous mound of. eiitbi SCO y^9 
Ibi^, cast up behind them. 

While I gazed on these things, and marveH0d 
greatly as to why I was brou^t thither with such 
haste and contrivance, we entered the campi and 
passed throu^ the long lines of tents striped with 
the York liveries of crimson and blue, until we 
eame to the royal pavilion; which stood in the 
centre, having upreared beside it the king^ stand- 
ard of azure and red sarcenet in quarters; bear* 
ing the fleufs-de-lys of Frande and the Sons of 
England, richly wrought thereon in goldsmith's 
work of beaten metal. The tent itseff was of a , 
large square form, with a sloping roof, all being 
made of crimson and blue canvass, and surmounted 
by divers little dlded pensile, and the kii^s 
badges: such as the golden cross and crown, for 
the blessed St. Edward the Confessor ; the red 
and ermine chapeau, with the golden lion of Eng- 
land; the lily ox France ; the golden sreyhoundi 
of Wales; the Irish harp; and the oak-branch for 
the dukedoms of Gascoyne and Guyon. On the 
top in the midst were a stately imperial crown, and 
tiiSd king's peculiar badge of a silver boar, with 
tusks and bristles of gmd. The liveries of the 
soldiers in this camp were also chiefly white, 
bavins the holy cross in red upon their* breasts ; 
though others were dressed in the colourd beloqff^ 
ing to their leaders : or in habits of coarse cIoUi 
strengthened v^th iron plates, or arming-doublets 
of iron and leather, with sleeves of . chain-mail, Qnd 
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stout helinets aod leathern hose ako strenfltbeoed 
with irotu Their weapons were divers kinds of 
sw(m!|s and bowsyfipears and lances, faiUs and sbaip 
blades set upon staves; with iron and leaden 
maceSy ciuarter-staves, and heavy flails, not less 
destructive^ and at still greater power. But alt 
this, I say, I beheld more perfisctly up<m die 
norrow* 

As we a{^roached the kin^fs pavilion^ the sen- 
linels, upon receiving the word fitMn my condoctorf 
bwerea their gisannes and stood aside, that we 
might atrai^tway pass into it ; the knight having 
been commanded of his highness to attend him at 
that boor* On entering uie tent we found the 
kinjK aheady risen fixua ms couch, and seated by a 
tme on which were scattered divers papers and 
parchments, a brazen penner and inkhom, and 
letters, of which the silk strings were uncut, and 
the seals were yet unbroken* A mas»ve alver 
crucifix stood b the nudst, and before it wasafair 
iUuminated missal open at the o£Boe of St. Geor^, 
which the king had questionless been reciting for 
success in the cetming conflict. The volume wa9 
rid^ bound in blue velvet, having the edges^ 
thereof guarded with bosses and clasps of gold, 
graven with curious devices. A lai^ silver cres- 
^% bungfiom the roof of the tent, gave Ught to 
the remainder of the apartment, and glanced upon 
a pile of hiMit steel armour, which lay he^de a 
couchrandattdcl^-ouiltedsurcoat of blue and red 
velvet richly purwd with the arms of the sove- 
mign in. most rare ^mbniidery; but the sword be- 
londog to (his stately harness lay naked upcm the 
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I had not been well able to note half of these 
objects, when the king started, and hastily, yet not 
XDM^urteoiisly, accosted my knightly condoctor 
with "How now! Who's there? wtmt, is it Aon, 
good I)e Mountford? hast thou performed dot 
which I gave thee in chaige some three days 
«goner 

" Ay, so please your Grace.** answered the sol- 
dier, " it is done, as your highness may eftsoons 
bave proof of ^ and with these words he pointed 
to myself^ who was gazing upon the whole scene 
alike with wonder at the present and curiosity for 
the future, when he speedily put to ili^t my mu- 
stings by drawing me forwsurd to the kmg, and cfi- 
rectii^ me to ki^I, which I mccmtinentlv did. 

^'Hahr exclaimed the royal RieharcC lookii^ 
attentively at me, "^ he hath indeed her form I — ^thn 
is rig^ weD and quickly done, my trusty Sir Gil- 
bert; but I pray thee now repose thyself few: 
awlule in the outer-tent, where thou wih iind food 
and wine set forth for thee, and leave this youth 
with me, we.must have some conference together, 
which ended, I will send him to thee again.** 

Sir G9bert De Mountford then made E low re- 
Terence to the kin£, and thanking him with all 
humble duty, retard, leaviiig me for the first time 
ki my life in the presence of a (Sovereign. 

Great was my disorder at being Aus left alone 
with so noble and exalted a personage ; yet do I 
not speak of his greatness of rank only, but also of 
his goodly form and courteous manner; for that 
record of him is all untrue, which was written what 
time the Red Rose prevailed over the White, de- 
claring that Richaid was foarfiil to look upon. He 
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was not, in truth, as one hath of late full slandei*- 
ously described him, "little of stature, ill-featured 
of limbs, crookbacked, his left shoulder mudi 
higher than his right, and hard-favoured of vi- 
sage;* — ^none of these was he:J for though Im 
person v^ere not of the tallest, it 'was well up to 
the middle stature of men ; and albeit one of his 
shoulders migJU be somewhat higher than its fel- 
low, yet he had a shrewd eye who did discover it, 
and a passing malicious wit who reported it to be a 
great deformity. As for his face, in good sooth it 
had noneevil expression in it; though it was marked 
with much serious anxiety, and was pale .and dis^ 
coloured from weariness and an agitated mind, 
which scared his brief slumbers with fearfiil 
dreams, and gave occasion to his enemies to say 
that he was haunted by a guilty conscience. Ne- 
vertheless, his step and demeanour were fqll of 
pomp and royalty ; so that it wanted not for any 
one to say even' unto me, though but a simple 
cloister-bred youth, " that is the King P' since all 
men might well perceive that he could be of 
nothing less than the blood-royal, or the wearer of 
a crown. His habit was the close dress of red 
velvet which he wore under his armour, sur- 
mounted by a blue velvet robe lined vnth fair er* 
mines, and choicely embroidered with the letter of 
his name jn gold. The blue Garter of England 
embraced his knee, and the enamelled George 
thereof, hung to an azure scarf round his neck ; 

* This description of King Richard's person is in Sir Tho- 
mas Mere's imperfect History of his reign, supposed to have 
heen written in Latin in 1508, and translated about the jtear 
1813. 
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while upon his head he ware a dn|)eau of wi 
"Velvet md ermine, vrhich threw his rich and fidl 
farown hair back upon his ahouiders. 

When Sir Gilbert De Mountford had flone fbrth 
from the tent, King RicEard took up a lamp, and 
approaching me, gently ^rasped my hand, raised 
me, and drew me towards him, bidmcig me to feai* 
nothing. Then, by the light he most curiously 
perused my features, and looked steadily at my 
visage for some brief space, though he spake not ; 
whne I, wcHidering much as to what this review 
of me n^ght tend, somewhat ftltered and looked 
downward. The king, observmg this, deemed that 
I had trembled from%ar of him, which neverthe- 
less was not die case, since aU his carriage wasfidl 
gentle, and all his words of pajssing sweetness. 
<? Why, how now, fair youth r raid he; **artthou 
afeard, that thou fallest back and tremblest thus ? 
fori did mark thee right well.". 

To this I answeredtltttt I feared not, and added 
that I shrank backwards only from die sense of' 
mine ownunworthiness ; bein^ altogether unused 
to woridly glories, and so might not stand un- 
abashed in the presence of a sovereign. 

** Why that is well said, my pretty youth,* an- 
swered Richard ; ** thou seemest to hare a passing 
riuewd wit for one of thy years and aoister- 
breeding ; and for tli^ face, it altogether unmans 
me to look upon it, smce it brings imck unto my 
mind the dear and beauteous features of one whom 
I shall ^ever bdiold again tipon earth. IThy mo- 
ther, boy,-^** 

''My mother r hastily interrupted I with fet- 
veiur, at thkiffarst mention of that most ffWeetwbrd 
D3 
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towards myiself ; ^good my Lord," I contiiiued* 
dasping the king's mod and again sinking, on one 
knee, " tell me of my mother, 1 implore you ; say, 
I beseech you, where I may find her, and clasp her 
imto. my heart" 

The king seemed to struggle with divers sor- 
rowful emotions ; he permitted me to retain his 
hand, but he turned his face upward and covered 
it with the other; and at length replied in a sad anjd 
solemn voice, " She is where I also may be before 
this day be ended." The recollection of her then 
seemed to rush upon his meniory in a flood of 
grief, as he gazed upe>n me and added, ^ Oh I she was 
a wondrous fair one ; and thou, for a boy, hast no 
slight semblance of her ; by the holy St. Agnes ! 
thou hast her clear blue eye, — ^the very tnck of 
her face: and she was a blessed creature, youth]—- 
Nay, she is a blessed creature, for she is in Para- 
dise ! albeit our marriage was a hidden one. But, 
boy," interrupted he, in a fiercer tone, as I changed 
colour, and looked downwards with tears, **I do 
mistrust thee, and well believe that thou dost feed' 
me. I wot that men tell strange tales of Richard 
Plantagenet, and thou, I deem, hast listened to 
them : say, hast thou not heard many speak evil 
things of me ?" 

I answered with a hesitating voice, that in th^ 
solitude of Ely monastery the tidings which we 
heard of the world were but few and brief, and 
still more so to the scholars and novices ; but this 
I said, because it greatly misUked me to tell him 
of the censure which conunon fame uttered against 
>im. * 

\' A wary answer," refdied the king ; ^ thougb 
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whiles thy speech saith thus, thine eyes, whicli 
have not yet learned to be of counsel with thy 
tongue, give altwether another response. The 
tnim is, mat thou hast heard me caOed murtheres. 
usurper, and tyrant; speak, boy, is it not so?" 

I was much ashamed at bemg thus detected 
and though it still pained' me to acknowledge it, 
I dared no longer continue in my denial, for the 
which he laud^ me ; but demanded what I had 
heard of his crimes, and whether it were not 
that he had put his nephews in the Tower unto 
secret death. I now answered boldly that this 
had been reported, and, moreover, that he had 
caused their bodies to be crammed into coffins 
full of holes, and flung into the river of Thames 
in the night-tide. 

*JJfow by holy Paul P* exclaimed the kin^ fer- 
vently, and as methoUght with the indignation of 
innocence unjustly accused, ^ I would to God that 
every spot of that fair broad stream could be 
strained throu^ a net of such ' small meshes that 
nptthe puniest minnow might 'scape betwixt them : 
that all my sij^iects should know how guiltless I 
am of this murther ! But slanders like £ese,.boy, 
do ever dpg the footsteps of royalty. The.ki^g 
lij^n his titfone is a mark at which the base and 
envious of all de^es do shoot their bolts, if so 
be they bask not in the sunshine of his favour.** 

" \ can well deem it, my gracious Lord,'' an- 
swered I, "for of such do we often read in the 
holy text." 

" Ay," returned he, ** and shoddest thou ever 
rise to greatness, prepare thee to encounter the 
Hke ; should the fortmies of thy life be otherwise^ 
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let the avddance of this dander foe thy cotiflola- 
tion." 

Upon this I felt myself more than ever amazed, 
and at finsft aomei^hat doubted whether his speech 
were in sooth addressed to me, or whether I had 
heard him aright ; I also sought in my mind for 
a iStting answer thereto, but found no words, until 
at len^ I said, ** Methhiks I would not desire to 
be a kuig ; but every kind feelmg of my soul is 
yearning to embrace my beloved, though un- 
known, parents.*^ 

** By tne Blessed Virgin !" suddenly exclaimed 
the king, *• he hath the verv look and voice of 
my lost and deserted Matilda, melting vrith all 
the fervency of her ardent love, which again 
springs forth in the child of our dearest embraces 
— I can counterfeit it no tonger — ^Youth ! — ^Rich« 
ard! — ^Plantagenet ! — obscurity shall now cease 
to enwrap thee in its veil, — hi scb behold tHy 
father!" 

At this most wondrous avowal I felt a strange 
confusion run through all my veins; my he^ 
beat quickly and powerfully, and my blood rushed 
forward unto my face as if with a sense of the 
high dignity I was bom to, vet could I not choose 
but again sink before the feet of King Richard, 
and embrace his knees in silence and in tears, 
''I can well thfaik, my fair son," said he at length, 
when his agitati<m first gave back to him the 
power of speech, *^that wild amazement hath 
bound up all thy senses ; since the boldest dreams 
of thy youth-^hood never lured thee to such a 
height of ambition, nor whispered how near thou 
stoodest to the crown of England ! yet is it most 
true that thou art mine own noble son, since thy 
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jHiother, my betrothed wife, was a creature of vir- 
tue upon earth, and is now a saint in heaven. 
Why her marriage and thy birth were concealed/ 
is a tale too long to tell thee at this hour, when 
war is in the land ; but this foul rebellion once 
quelled, all shall be made known.'' 

*f It is enough, my noble Lord and father," re- 
plied I, somewhat recovering from the confiision 
into which this marvellous succession of events 
had thrown me^ "it is enough for me to have 
your countenance and favour ; my most humble 
submission and duty you might have claimed be- 
fore this gracious disclosure ; but now. Sire, you 
have a double hold upon mine obedience, since I 
see in you my onJy Jiving parent, as well as my 
sovereign p" 

" Well spoken, my fair son," responded Kins 
Richard ; " by the blessed soldier St. George ! I 
had not thought to have loved thee thus, or to have 
told thee how great thou art, had not thy mother 
looked out so tenderly fix)m thine eyes, and be- 
sought me not to forsake thee : yet could I not 
march forth to quell these baseand daring rebels, 
without desiring to see and counsel thee as to 
thin^e after-life ; for perchance the day wl^ch is 
approaching may light me to my deatlji T 

"Holy St. Mary defend your royal Grace P' 
exclaimed I, in alarm, devoutly crossing myself, 
" and scatter your foes as chaflt before me wind ; 
even as the sacred Psalter saith. May God cloth^ 
your enemies with confusion T 

** Grammercy for thy prayers, my young priest," 
answered tjie king merrily and exultingty, '^ pass 
bwt a few days more, and this drove of lamiaie^ 
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gIowos, the 9ciim <if France, and die Teiy refiise 
ci ha jails and 'flpital^-hoiises, wiA Hany Ridi- 
mond their leader, who now vainly menaces the 
safety of my throne, shaB be swept away before 
the banners of Richanl's army ! while those who 
'scape the axe, the sword, ami the halter, diall 
sink into their wonted obscurity, and be heard of 
no more. For I swear to th^ boy, Uiat having 
set my life and crown upon this stake, I will either 
win them and wear them as beoometh a monarch 
and a conqueror, or leave my bloody corse upon 
the battle-field as a pledge that I fairiy phyed 
out the game like an undaunted soldier T' 

While he sfmke, his countenance glowed wWi 
the valour which then inspired hmi, his ejres 
flariied with a dark lustre, and he looked vp with 
triumph ; but upon turning his face downward, 
and beholding me, who was intently gazing upon 
him, and, peradventure, with answering grances, 
he again oecame ^ve, and said, "For thee, 
Richard, my acihriomcion must be, that thou pre* 
sentty depart hence with all speed : yet trust rae 
that It muchforethinketh me to give son of mine 
such counsel Had but a few more simunerB 
passed over ibiy head, and lifted thy youth to the 
veige of maidiood, by the m^t of God I wouM 
have had thee buckle on thine harness, carried 
thee with me into the hottest fight, and there 
taught thee how to combat for the crown which 
even yet it may be thine to wear." 

His deep and inspiring tones, and the energy 
with which he spake, seemed to make me glow' 
with a desire for arms which I had never feS be- 
fore 5 and g?tve me such stomach for conflict 
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that for a moment it i^peared mito me a ]%ht 
thing to march forth with hiiii» to do battle, and 
even to die» by his side. This courageous spirit 
beixig soon perceived by King Richard, he joy- 
fidly exclaimedy "^Hah ! by the fflistenii^ lustre of 
Ibine eyes, I see thou feelest fiiU weU the ardour 
Ckf a soUier; and I would that thou mightest be 
one in very sooth, fer Richard Flantafienet would 
snulg even in the midst of deatfi and bloodshed 
to mark the y oims whirhmd of his own raising 
stetter to the fiend the bold invader, which now 
makes head against the house oi York*'* 

At this time our conference was intemq>ted 
by the sound of the guards gisaimes striking twice 
upon the earth at the entrance of the tent, which 
was the kix^s appointed signal when anyone 
^>proadied his presence. A cajytain whose name 
I remember not, then entered with divers letters, 
which King Ridiard took and forthwith read, 
giving the messenger certain scrolls in answer, 
and wer brief speech dismisang him. He then 
turned again unto me, and for that he had wei^ty 
xnatters wUch demanded his instant care, te 
pointed to his couch and bade me rest awhile, 
ordering wine and such provimons as his camp 
woidd mmish to be placed before me, until be 
should again have leisure to conclude our confer- 
ence. ' With much carefol attention the king then 
took iq> his letters and re-peruaed them, but their 
coptents seemed greatly to ^rplex or to disturb 
hkn. He often wrote hastily, and to me ap- 
peared to be desigmi^ of a draii^bt* which 1 
deesoed to be a map of the battle-feld and the 
firder <^ Us amiament. Soed^thnes also he rose 
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and silently paced the tent with his arms crossed, 
and then walked forth to mark if his soldiers were 
watchful, and to issue divers commands unto his 
leaders. Yet were not his guards all vigilant; 
for in that night there was treachery in his camp, 
since Sir Simon Digby came thither as a spy, 
though at hazard of Ms life, and carried word 
thence unto Hany Tudor how the king was ma- 
king him ready for battle. After this visitation 
of Ms camp, Richard anon returned, and seated 
him at the table again, erasing his former scrip- 
tion and writing as it were some newer and fairer 
"copy. Thus was he occupied, perchance for 
more than an hour^s space ; during which time I 
did intently watch his motions, or marked the pa* 
vilion and its furniture, and-rich hangings of divers- 
coloured tapestry, and the bright poli£ of his em- 
bossed steel armour, wiUi the other harness which 
was to fit him for the approaching fight The 
Jiing, however, appeared not to note my pre- 
sence, being as it were overwhelmed with the anx- 
ieties of royalty and the leading of a host on the 
eve of battle ; but to me his every look or mo* 
tion was matter of wonder or concernment, beiiig 
the first of human creatures whom I had ever 
known as kindred, as well as the sovereign of the 
realm. 

The plain and frugal diet to which I had beeoT 
accustomed in the tnonastery of Ely,^and the fre^ 
quent vigils and brief slumbers wmeh we were 
wont to use there, had made me taste but httle of 
the food before me, and kept mine eyes from bfi^ 
coming drowsy with the lateness; of the hoitf ; 
yet I sank inft> a thoughtful mu^iiig v^n my past 
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and future fortunes, firom which I was aroused 
only by the king touching me and saying : *^ Wake 
thee, my gentle son, wake thee, albeit I am full 
loath to break upon thy repose, yet is it now time 
that thou wentest hence. Thine eyes are open, 
yet stiU thy spirit sleepeth : for as yet thou hast 
not the weight of a dSadem upon thy brow to 
keep thee wakeful, and cause slumber to fly from 
thy regal pillow." In reply I began to excuse 
myself, saying that I slept not, but was lost in 
thought at the wondrous matters he had disclosed 
to me. ^^ 

" Nay," replied the king, " I had not marvelled 
hadst thou been in truth sleeping ; so it asks not 
an excuse, for the eyelids of youth can be pressed 
into slumber by the weight of a thistle-down: 
and were I as free from years and care as thou 
art, trust me I would rather share, than break, 
thy repose. But he who would be great, must 
set lightly bv rest ; though perchance thy school- 
philosophy hath taught thee that true wisdom 
would prefer the shepherd's cr6ok to the mo- 
narch's sceptre. Nevertheless, my boy, these de- 
sires must issue from the mind alone : for as there 
be creatures which cannot live upon the earth, but 
fly towering aloft into the clouds, so there are 
men whose spirits as naturally soar on high after 
greatness and comniand, as doth the eagle wing 
his way upward all undazzled to the sun; 

Whereunto I made reply, saying, "but now I 
deemed your Grace smd, that you would I had 
been of years fit to go with you to battle, and 
ight for the crown of England." 

" And so I would, answered Richard, <^ for as 

Vol. L— E 
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God shall speed me this day, I would see thet 
brave, aspiruig, and inYincible in the field as the 
immortal sable kni^t, the son of the Tlurd Ed- 
ward. And why ? because thou art the son of 
a sovereign ; and as I deemed, must share thy 
father^s arfour." 

** So please you, thesu my gracious Sire," an- 
swered 1, ^if it stand with your liking to use ray 
poor services, I shall gladly go forth with your 
knights into the field, and share in every danger 
to which your sacred person may be exposed.'' 
And even while I spake, a sad presentiment came 
over me that I should never more embrace ray 
new-found parent, in despite of me the tears ran 
down my face. 

" Poor fool r exclaimed King Richard, "thou 
art a passing well-spoken and tender youth, for 
even now thine eyes have bedewed thy cheeks ; 
yet thy tears shame thee not, as they are those of 
fove and not of fear. But, no, it may not be, thou 
canst not go forth with me now ; for ere another 
night enwrap the earth in darkness, I may be 
stretehed a blo^v and dishonoured corse upon 
yonder plain. Therefore thou shalt haste thee 
presently away, since to be known for mine would 
be thy sure destruction. 

" I trust in God, Sire," said I with a faltering 
voice, '' that this shall not be, but that you shadl 
return again a victor." 

- « So trust I by the might of St. George and my 
pood sword," answered the king, *♦ yet will a wise 
feader ever provide agconst the worst, hnd my onty 
fears are for thee. Take then thiff purse, — ^it is 
well filled with gold, which is the great rider of 



yGoogk 



'-« T*. • ■*_ • 



LAST OF THE PLANTA^ENETS. 51 

mankind ;—^«Lnd this ring also, which wag thy 
sajnted mother's, and which, alas ! that I am now 
in such straits, is all that I possess to bestow upon 
n^r son !** 

Sinking on one knee and kissing the king's 
hand vftnle I bedewed it with my tears, I received 
the parting gift of my royal father, greatly dis- 
tressed at the sorrowful words which he spi^e to 
me ; but much more so when he added : — ^* Now, 
my boy, mark well my latest counsel. Should 
the daring rebels who have provoked my sword 
be the conquerors in this day's fi^t, — ^though I 
deem that such a chance is well nigh impossible, 
— ^then let no man know thy birth, but speedily 
depart for London, since thou mayst hide fbee 
safest in a crowded city. There, bending thy 
mind ynto thy fortunes, seek contentment in ob* 
scigaty, and give up all th^ newly-sprung hopes 
of honour and a crov^m : tor never doubt that if 
the battle be lost to the House of York, the life of 
Richard Plantagenet will be lost also T 

He then tenderly embraced me, while sorrow 
and affection appeared to divide and possess his 
bosom. Mine own tears flowed even faster than 
before, and I could only murmur, that it was my 
hope diat so fetal a calamity might not be ; add- 
ing that such prayers as I had learned of the hoty 
iafliers of Ely, should be fervently put dp for his 
prosperity. To this he replied, " And I, also, my 
poor boy, commend thee to Heaven, albeit thine 
own innocenee will best plead for thee there. 
But now thou must away, since it draws near sun- 
rise ; my soldiers will he here anon to arm me, 
and I must hold early council vntfa my leaders.^ — • 
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Should ill befall me, do as I have warned thee^ 
but till then, be merry in the hope that the ariofi of 
Richard shall drive these maraudingr renegades 
back to their coverts, as the lion scatters with his 
- roar his subject hetds of the forest. — Hie thee 
hence, then, my son, — njy pretty boy, — ^nay, speak 
not,~I would not hear thy voice again, lest it 
waken in me that womanish softness which I must 
now smother beneath the sternness of a soldier- 
If we meet again, thou shalt see me crowned with 
victory ; and in the day of Richard's triumphant 

f lory, .will he'procbum thee a Plantagenet before 
England's proudest barons, while the whole realm 
shaS offer thee its homage. Then will it be thine 
to command, and to enjoy a wealthy harvest for 
which thou didst never labour ; and rising in after- 
tinje unto my high estate, thou shalt wear the 
crown for which I have adventured, and, when thy 
life is over, sleep in a regal sepulchre !^ 

Then, having again embraced me, he twice 
struck his sword upon the table, and a Captain en- 
tered, who forthwith led me to a tent where Sir 
Gilbert De ^ountford awaited my coming. As 
the king parted from me at the opening of his 
pavilion, we markecf the first dull dawnings of 
the fatal day of battle ; upon which^ pointing to 
the east,-he said unto his captain, " Seest thou 
yonder, good Sir Gervas Clifton, how the gray 
morning is already advancing to rouse the drean^> 
ing foes of York from their brief slumber? and* 
so hopes my soul, speedily to light them onward 
to that which shall be eternal P' 
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CHAPTER in. 

THE LAST BATTLE OF THE B08E8. 

Then, Bosworth, here the Muse, no# ItBtiy bids for theo 
Thy battle to describe, the last of thai long war. 
Entitled by the name of York and Lancaster. 

9K ***** • 

No sooner 'gan the dawn out of the east to peep, 
But drams and trumpets chide the soldiers to their aims, 
And all the neighbouring fields are covered with the swarms 
[ Of those that came to fight and those that came to see, — 
C<Mitending for a crown, whose that great day«hould be. 

Diattom's Poltolbion. 

• 

' Think, ye see 

The very person of our noble story, . 

As they were living : think, ye see them great > — 

^ then, in a moment, see 

How soon this mightiness meets misery ! 

SHAXSrSARS. 

Deeply impressed andwondrouslyinspirited by 
the discourses and events of the last few hours, and 
animated by the martial array which surrounded 
me, I did most earnestly entreat of Sir Gilbert 
De Mountford to be permitted to witness the con- 
flict. ** See the battle, youA r exclaimed he, " by 
St. George ! thott knowest not what thou art ^- 
ing: And methinks for a stripling bred up in a 
cloister with monks and masses, it should be the 
last thing i' th' world that thou shouldest desire to 
look upon. Trust me, a fight like this will be alto- 
gether another matter fix»n reading of one, or 
E2 
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from your processions and chantings at a saintV 
festival : for here will be blooddied and^ nynrtal 
strife, shouts of victors and grbans of the dying, 
"vvhizzing of arrows, clang of armour, cladi ci 
weapons, and the fearfol brav of trumpets, which 
done would hjbnch thy cheek. Oh ! ntb a peril- 
ous, thou^ B callant sight ; yet much danger iff 
incurred thereby." 

His lively portr£dture of the scene only made 
me the more desirous of beholding it, and still did 
I persist in mine entreaties, to the which at length 
. the knight gave a reluctant consent, '< Here, then, 
remain," added he, " for the king will leave his 
tents standing when he marches to Redmoor ; and 
from this rising ground thou mayst see the fight 
as well and as securely as such a scene may ever 
be looked upon." 

I therefore took my stand on the veige of the 
eminence where King Richard's camp was pitched,, 
which looked toward the plain c^ Redmoor, and 
marked attentively the sevejtJ preparations for 
battle ; though Sir Gilbert De Mountford did not 
fail to repeat that my purpose was a rash one, 
and miffht terminate in evil. Howbeit, every 
thing which I saw and heard was fitted to excite 
the ardour of a soldier in my youthful breast ; 
and well, — so at least did my vanity whisper me, 
—did mine enkindling spirit prove at that nao*- 
ment, that I was not unworthy of the Plantagenet 
race. I felt their lion blood was bounding in my 
veins ; and could I have ^ven vent to mine emo- 
tions, it would have been in bewailing the fortune 
which forced me to be only an eyewitness of that 
well-foughten field, and deoarred me fronj enjer- 
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ii^as a soMi^ therein. The image of Ae kiiiff 
mv &th^ as I had fleen him on the^past ntth^ 
when he owned me for his son, pale and me&n- 
choly in Tisaffe, and decked with few of his r^- 
h'ties, was fiilT deephr sraven upon my mind ; but 
now I beheld hkki clad in a ricn annour of proofs 
and as mine eye? anxiously followed the royal 
banner and King Richard's person wherever they 
appeared upon the plain, I fondly deemed, when 
the sun glanced vs^oa his bumi^ed helmet and 
golden coronal, that it was the glorious hght of 
victory to Plantegenet. His entire harness was 
of steel with gilded ornaments, wrought by the 
choicest scourers of Modena, and made in that 
rich fashion for the which his rejgn was so famous ; 
while his habit was so complete a sheathing to his 
body, that he stood as it were an iron man, saving 
that he wore his velvet tabard, the royal ensigns of 
which were also purfled upon the caparisons of his 
charger. He wielded a long and powerful two- 
handed sword having a red pomel, but he had dyed 
the blade thereof with a more sanguine stain, in 
the blood of his foes ; seeing that, like the scythe 
of death, it swept away all before it. 

But to treat of the battle in order, as becometh 
one that sawk and lost therein. his best and nearest 
friend, I shall begin by noting that the morning 
eame on with a' heavy mist, which passed not 
away until nigh ten of the clock, when the armies 
joined battle : through the vapour of which, when 
they were first drawn out, the one overshot the 
other. Howbeit, soon after four in the morning,, 
what time the sun shouM have lis^n. King Richard 
led forth all bis men out of his- camp, on to the 
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phki of Redmoor; ordeiing out both horse and 
foot in a marvellous lenffdi, to the intent that they 
should imprint upon the hearts of them that looked 
afar off, a sudden terror and deadly fear. In the 
fore-front he placed the tircbers, like a strong 
trench or fortified bulwark, over whom the noble 
John Howard, Duke of Norfolk, was captain, with 
hisbraveson,Tliomas,Earl of Surrey; after which 
long vaunt-guard, foUowed King Richard himself, 
vntn a fuU sallant company drawn up in a perfect 
square, of dioice and approved men of war, having 
horsemen vnth spears, for wings, on both sides of 
his battle. The king's rear-ward was led by Sir 
Thomas Brackenbury, the sum of it, as I have 
heard, beinff a thousand, bill-men and soldiers 
armed vnth neavy mallets, and sharp axes. 

So marched they forward unto Sutton-fieM, 
where the whole army mustered, being some mile 
southeast of the place of battle, and tnere halted 
before Richmond had crossed the marsh on his 
right hand, which separated them ; when, lo ! there 
was a solemn stillness in King Richard's power, of 
the which I might not well know the cause. 
Whereupon I turned me unto a bill-man who stood 
near the mound where I was placed, and demand- 
ing of him what meant that silence, he told me 
that the king had called together his leaders, and 
was encouraging them in many goodly words to 
^ht stoutly to uie end against the traitors and 
renegades which had come out against them.. 
Upon that I felt my heart bum vnthin me to hear 
my noble sire speak unto his soldiers, and put 
mettle into their hearts, for that I well knew he 
had a choice and copious eloquence : and there- 
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ibre, re^EUfdleis^ of Sii* Gilbert De Moiiiitfiaapd's 
counsel) 1 hastened forwavd to the spoH ^bes^e the 
royal agny was assembled. From the speech 
which £ing Richard mad^ there, Che httle hillock 
where he stood is called '' Dickon's Nook" unto 
this day; but I reached it in time to h^ar only the 
end of his oration, which he gave with a voice of 
thunder and an eye of fire. " Advance ! then," 
exclaimed he, '*I say again, forw€und, my captains ! 
in whom lacketh neither policy, wisdom, nor puis- 
sance ; let each of you give but one brave stroke 
for England and your king, and St. Geoige to 
speed, the day is surely ours. For myself, by the 
might of God and his saints, I will either triumph 
by glorious victory, or die for mine immortal fame ; 
since they who regard not that renown before their 
fleeting life, shall ever live with scorn and fall with 
foul dishonour." 

As he concluded the soldiers loudly shouted, yet 
were they not all true unto their sovereign ; for 
Thontias Lord Stanley, and Sir WiUiam, his bro- 
ther, were there, with all their men, about 8000 in 
number, who soon turned and fought 'with fierce 
courage against the king. At this time also, when 
the Earl of Richmond Knew that the royal army 
was so near embattled,he rode about his own ranks 
shaking many deceitfiil and glossingwordsuntohis 
soldiers, with wondrous foul sajrings against Rich- 
ard ; the which he had scarcely finished when the 
one army came in sight of the. other. And then, 
Blessed Virgin 1 howhastily did the sokliers buckle 
their helms, how quickly the archers bent their 
bows and frushed- their feathers, to make them 
ready for flight like the wings of death. Then? 
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too, how readily the bill-men shook their bills and 
plt)ved their stares, to march and join battle, when 
the cry should be given ** Advance Standards T 

When the king saw that Richmond's power had 
passed the marw, he commanded with all speed 
to set upon them; and then heard I the terrible 
blast of the trumpets, which as it were bade them 
to the feast of blood, vnth the loud shouting of the 
soldiers, and the snorting of the chargers. Anon 
the king's archers let fly a cloud of shafts, and all 
the air around was darkened ; and when the bow- 
men on either side had spent aU their arrows, and 
the bombards and harquebushes had been many 
times shot off, then the battle joined, and all came 
to hand-strokes of sword, bill, and battle-axe, and 
bloody, I trow, was that onset. Full many a sol- 
dier, whom but the moment before, I had seen, as 
the holy text saith, " like the war-horse rejoicing in 
his strength," was eftsoons overthrown, and his 
towering crest trampled under foot all sullied and 
dishonoured. But now while I was anxiously 
watching the fight, I suddenly saw two lai^ge and 
heavy bodies ofarmed men put in motion, one on 
the lung's right hand and the other on his left ; and 
I said unto a wounded bowman who had crawled 
unto the place where I stood, which was now verj' 
near the field of battle, « Tell me, soldier, be not 
these the king's fiiends? whence, then, do they 
come, and why have they lingered thus ?" 

"Now,.Ckxi be praised," replied the archer, 
raising himself and locking on the leaders' pennons, 
" they are the power of the Stanleys, which will 
past question give our rcyal master the victoiy ;" 
and he pointed out to me their white banners; 



bfGoogk 



IkAWr OF TSE PLAHTAOENETS. 59 

bearing three ^Iden stags' heads upon a bend of 
blue. Howbeit, in the midst of our hope and re- 
joicing, a deafening shout arose from luchmond's 
army; denoting, as I was told, the treacherous 
soing over of the Stanleys thereunto, with all their 
Followers. I was much dismayed at these tidings, 
and greatly feared the issue of the battle ; and mc 
more so by reason of my former expectations of 
King Richard's triumph. I remember not at what 
hour of the day it might be, — ^perchance it wanted 
not much of noon, — ^but about this stage of the 
fight I left my stand, and wandered down into the 
battle-field. Perceiving at some distance a com- 
pany of horsemen who appeared to have been 
separated from the main body, I hastened towards 
them, seeing that they were clad in white coats 
and hoods of frieze, the common livery of all the 
soldiers. He, however, who seemed to be chief of 
the party, I knew not, but he appeared a tall and 
fair young man with a grave countenance, yellow 
hair, and gray eyes, and clothed in a wondrous rich 
harness ; while beside him rode a brave-lookine 
knight, who bore a green and white banner with 
a red dragon. 

The hour was now come which God had ap- 
pointed, when by drawing thus near unto the 
enemy, — ^these warriors being none other than 
Richmond and his friends, — ^tj^t I should behold 
the fall of the valiant Kins Richard ; his bravest 
leaders, the Duke of Norfolk and his son, having 
been stretched lifeless on the field already. Only 
a brief space had elapsed, when I saw the king 
with some few of his best followers, who, alas ! did 
not know that they were going with him unto 
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death, — ^riding ^th great fury towards &e spot to 
which I had heedlessly waodered. He seemed 
miiamed with wrath, and came on, crying '' Trea- 
son I Treason P with spear in rest, like an angry 
lion against his adversary; and oft-times when I 
have mused upon this scene, have I demanded of 
-:^ myself in the words of the most choice Poet Ho- 

ratius: 

" Quis martem digne scripwrit ?" 

And who, indeed, shall worthily write of his 
gaUaiit^bearing in that day? or what lay of min- 
stref or what music of harper, shall truly laud his . 
achievements and more than mortal prowess ? for 
the which even his enemies, amidst all their foul 
calumnies, have never dared to deny him renown. 
As, therefore, an overwhelming torrent runs foam- 
ing with wild roai^ over opposmg rocks, aiid pours 
onward with impetuous nuy unto the sea, so did 
the king pursue his most resistless course. He 
soon laid aside his spear, and took again his fearful 
two-handed sword; with which at one blow he 
cleft the head of Sir William Brandcm, who was 
the first foe he met in his progress. He was the 
6tandard*bearer of Harry Richmond, but soon he 
lay stretched upon the plain; and the banner 
which only a few minutes before he had waved so 
proudly, the king now contemptuously cast upon 
^ his bloody corse. Then stood forth that puissant 

knight. Sir John Cheney, whom the Earl held in 
, special regard, not only because of his martial 

prowess, but also for his bodily strength, which 
was passing great ; but he, too, was eftsoons un- 
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horsed by the king, Tdio now made an open yet 
bloody passage with his devouring sword, as he 
pressed onwsuxl to his chiefest adversary. Fear- 
ful, indeed, was his onset towards Richmond, and 
might well have daunted a braver man : yet why 
came he not forth in willing mood to battle for th«^ 
crown, and encounter his royal^ft)e in mortsd fray ? 
Wherefore did he gather his poWer around him ? 
but that bis coward fears prevailed — ^and he moved 
not. 

For some space 6f time, however, the eaii 
withstood him and kept him at the sword's point ; 
but I full soon perceived that it was nol in equal 
combat, that the noble Richard was either to 
triumph or to die ; for to sum up the treacher)^ 
of " those of his own household," of which the 
holy prophet well spekketh. Sir William Stanley 
brought up his power of fiill 3000 men to the aid 
of Bwury Tudor. Howbeit, some ten years af- 
ter his disloyalty had its reward ; since he was be- 
headed by command of the very one whose life 
he had now saved, and whom, in truth, he had 
advanced unt© a throne,* These recreant slaves 
now gathered round Richard, and he was fiercely 
assailid on every side ; but though Sir William 
Catesby, who saw Stianley's revolt, broi^ht the 
king another horse, and besought him to retire, — 
which, from pressure of numbers, he might have 
done with honour, — ^yet with an angry look, he 

* Sir William Stanley was beheaded on February 16th. 
1495, on the charge of secretly aiding Pcrkin Warbeck, the 
fictitious Duke of York ; the;, principal evidence against him 
being his having said, ^ Were I sure he was the son of Eel- 
ward the Fourth, 1 would never draw mv sword againJsl 
Jitm." 

Vol. I.— F 
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called for a fresh weapon, and sware ly^ Him that 
filiaped sea and land, tnat he would that day die 
kins of .Ikigland, ai|d not Sy while life should 
abide in his breast. So continued he in fight, till 
all the firiends who had foUowed him had either 
fallen or fled ; for Sir Robert BrackenbuTy, Sir 
Gervase Clifton, Sir Richaitl Ratcliffe, Sir Wil- 
liam Conyers, Walter Lord Ferrers, and divers 
others, lay dead around him. Indignant, and al- 
most frenzied at this sight, I rushed forward, all 
unarmed and powerless as I was, to the rescue 
of my sire, and, forgetfiil of danger, threw myself 
into the midst of the strife I How it was my for- 
tune to escape therefrom, without being mortally 
stricken in that hour of battle and of Mood, when 
blows were rained around me on every side, by 
hands and weapons which were not wont to strike 
twice for the overthrow of any foeman ; — how, I 
s^y, I did then escape with life, Hb, whose " Name 
is Wonderfiil,'' alone dojh know ! 

Yet it nevertheless did so fall out, that unhurt 
mvself, I advanced into that most fearfitl battle ; 
which hath oft-times since brought unto my mind 
the saying of holy David, ^ a thousand shall fall be- 
side thee, and ten thousand at thy right hand ; 
but it shall not come nigh diee." In the hottest 
fight, then, while gazing wildly around me, I be- 
held my martial sire still waging the unequal 
strife. The blood was streaming from liis wounds, 
his strength seemed already passing away, and 
his battered casque and crown had fallen from his 
head, — when a blow from a ponderous iron bat- 
tle-a^e struck him from his horse. I now sprang 
forward to his side, and seizing a helmet lyifl(g 
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near, filled it with water from that most honoured 
well of the which I have elsewhere spoken, and 
of which I had before seen turn drink, — and bare 
it unto him to wash his wounds and quench the 
heat of his death-thirst. He hastily tock it and 
drailk thereof, and then piously lookinff upwards 
and devoutly crossing himself, fell bacKwards 
with the wounded and the slain ; yet as he did 
so, methou^t his dying eyes rested on me with 

C'ty and darm at my presence, in a place and 
>uf of so great hazard. 

From that moment I saw and heard no more, 
being first suddenly stricken down and wounded 
by aspent shaft, and afterward overborne by the 
crowd of soldiers which rusheki upon the <fying 
Richard, as it hath since been told me, to seize 
upon the coronet which he wore around his hel- 
met. For he was the only English sovere^ 
since , the Norman entered this land, who fell upm 
the battle-field ; and the second who fought with 
the crown upon his head,^as did King Henry V. 
at Agincourt. And here we may again note his 
valour, for the regal circlet, however fair and glo- 
rious, is the surest mark for the wearer's destruc- 
tion ; but Richard wore it to put mettle into his 
soldiers' hearts and aims, and to remind them that 
the fate of a king and his realm was on that day 
to be intrusted to their weapons. Howbeit, in 
the last fiery stru^de of the life of my gallant 
father, the crown ^ from his head, and was hid- 
dea by a soUier within a budi on the fieki; 
whence, after the battle. Sir R^[inakl Bray 
brought it unto the recreant Lord Stanley, who 
s^t it on the head of Hany Tudor. Tha inoon- 
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stant {$oldieiy then shouted for their new king; 
and a broad mound some mile to the southwesf 
of the battle-plain, yet marks the place of theii* 
triumph by being csJled Crowi>-HiIl arid Hollow- 
M ea^w. Ricmnond, too, in that beauteous, yet 
vainglorious, tomb, which hath since been built 
for him at Westminster, hath recorded this rustic 
coronation, by erecting there the device of a 
crown standing in a bush of hawthorn. 

In the mean space. King Richard's body wa9 
tbund upon the plain, covered with dust, blood, 
and wounds, and despitefully stripped of aU its 
harness and raiment ; so that he, who while living 
was clad in puvple and pall, fair ermines and vel- 
vet of the^ Orient, who had a crown upon his 
head and the baton of command in liis hand ;— 
when -dead had not aught to hide his royal corse 
from the jeers and gazings of the rudest of his 
t*ealm ! But yet, while I am noting this most me- 
lancholy truth, I may not forget to set down what 
was told unto me of the loyjJty and feith of Wil- 
liam St. Leger, King Richard's puFBuivant-<tf- 
arms, called Blane^Sanglier^ or the wlrite boar, 
in memory of his noble device. For, at his royal 
coronation at Westminster, by Thomas Bourcier^ 
the archbishop of Canterbury, on Sunday, the 
6th day of July, 1483, — ^but two little years be- 
fore his sorroWful death,— he caused 13^000 
badges of boars to be vnrought in silver upon fus- 
tian, and given to his followers, idiile he esta- 
blished this purauivant, vdiose tabard was pur- 
fled with the like, to keep the a^ame in memory. 
Master St. Leger was of the liouse, thourii not 
of the counsel, of that Su: Thomas St. Leg^i 
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who had married King Richard's sister, the 
Dutchess cf Exeter ; thou^ he joined the traitor* 
ous Duke of Buckingham in his rebellion, and so 
was beheaded. 

Howbeit, the pursuivant was one of great ho- 
nour and truth, for as he worthily adhered unto 
his lord while living, so neither would he forsake 
him when dead ; but when he first saw his bloody 
and naked corse, all unheeding of his own dan- 
ger, he took off his herald's coat-of-anns, and 
casting it on the body of his forsaken master, he 
said : ^^ Alas for thee ! King Richard ! now liesf 
thou there, naked, and dead, and deserted ; albeit 
I dare well say of thee that thou wert once a right 
wise and valiant sovereign. Wherefore, the coat 
of thine arms which thou gavest me in thy life- 
time, I do now give unto thee back again, to be a 
winding-sheet unto thy well-wounded body, as 
becometh one who did ever love the voice of the 
herald, and one who was as stout a soldier as 
ever bestrode steed in battle. Henceforth vnll 1 
wear tabard no more, nor be pursuivant unto 
mortal man ; for with thee, I wot, shall the name 
of BlanC'Sanglier pass away and be foi^tten, 
but I vrill take none other name, and bow me to 
none other lord. And so, fare thee well, good 
King Richard ! may God give rest unto thy soul, 
and Christ save thee in the day of doom T' 

And .as this faithful pursuivant said, so it 
proved : for after the death of King Richard, it 
was as if men wished his memory to he alto^tfaer 
blotted out and buried witli his body, for his de- 
,vice of tlie silver boar was defaced or plucked 
dbvni in every place where it had been rMured ; 
F 2 
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and the honourable office of BlanC'Sanglier 
changed into another called Rouge-Dragon^ in 
memory of the standard of Harry Tudor.. Nay^ 
yet farther to dishonour the dead sovereign and 
iiis constant Uving follower, that most loysd he- 
rald, was enforced, — even upon the afternoon t)f 
the day of battle, — to carry King Richard's body 
to Leicester, uncovered and tied with cords across 
a horse, he sitting behind it ; but this he did gladly^ 
seeing that ail men should thus note his &ielity, 
thou^ he wept many bitter tears upon his mourn- 
ful journey. After that most dear and misused 
corse had been for two days exposed in the town- 
hall to the basest groom and rudest hind which 
would look upon it, it was meanly, and with but 
few hciy rites, sepultured in the Gray-Friars' 
Church ; where the usurping victor at length 
caused to be set up a tomb of divers-coloured 
marbles with an alabaster effigy, — albeit he after- 
ward made his own of brass, most wondrously 
and choicely wrought. For this monument, all 
unworthy of so great a king as Richard Planta- 
genet, some unknown pen had also destined an 
untrue and as unworthy an epitaph in Latin verse ; 
the copy whereof, though never affixed unto the 
stone, I remember to have seen written in a book 
chained unto a table, in a chamber of the Guild- 
liall at London. Howbeit, the tomb of my sire 
stood but little more than fifty- yearff; since in that 
fierce tide of spoliation which hath of late swept 
through the realm under the wild misrule of Harry 
Tudor's son, the Gray Friai^s of Leicester were 
expulsed from their dwelling, their conventual 
church was overthrown, and the tomb of, King 
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Richard so defaced, that the spot whereon he 
rested might be distinguished no lon^r. 

But now to return again, and briefly close up 
another scene of mv own sad story. When I saw* 
my sire fall upon tha field of Bosworth; when 1 
marked the dying look of sorrow, love, and pity, 
which he then cast upon me ; and when I was 
overthrown by the shaft, and press of the battle ; 
— ^my strength and senses at once bowed under 
me, and I sank powerless upon the ground, as if I 
also had been one of the sVdiii. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE DWELLING OF AN 017TCA8T OF ISRAEL. 

Our firsts foe, the Serpent Sathanas, 
That hath in Jew^ heart his waspi^ nest, 

Up swale, and said ^ O Ebraike people, alas I 
; Is this to 70a a thing that is honest ? 

That swiche a boy shall walken as him leste 
In your despite."—— 

From thenn^forth the Jew^s han conspired 
This innocent oat of this world to chase. 

Chaucer's Peiorsss's Talk. 

'* Blessed be the name of the Lord !" echoed Rabbi Meir. 
*'' and blessed be His name for thy sake too ! for well is it 
written ^ He that has foand a virtaoas woman has a greater 
treasure than costly pearls. She openeth her moutii with 
u'isdom, and on her tongue is the instruction of kindness/ " 
HuRWiTz's Hebrew Tales. 

I KNOW not how long I lay so entranced upon the 
plain of battle, but when my senses retuitied, I 
found me stretched upon a narrow and slender 
straw pallet, in a low and obscure vauked chamber 
of stone, from the top whereof was suspended a 
little brazen lamp. By this light I beheld a tall 
old man, with a flowing beard of a sable silvery 
hue, dark piercing eyes, and a thin sallow visage 
of a foreign look, on the wWch care seemed to have 
written many deep characters, — standing beside^ 
ray poor couch ; habited in a long gaberdine of 
coarse black frieze, marked on the breast by two 
narrow woollen tablets of different colours. He 
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Was at first bending silently over me with a grave 
and sorrowfiil countenance^ whereon methousht I 
saw the trace of tears, and then I deemed he 
might be some compassionate leech; but^ as I 
recovered, his face seemed anon to be enli^tened 
with an evil gladness, as if the fiend had suddenly- 
whispered some dark, though joyous thought unto 
his heart, and he cast upoq me a look of exulting 
maUce. Full many were the dread imaginings and 
remembrances wWch now rushed across my re- 
turning sense ; but my sorrowful recollections of 
the late fatal battle, and the hapless death of my 
royal fisither,* together with the pain and smarting 
of my wounds, and even the grief which weighed 
down my spirit, — all seemed light unto the horror 
I felt upon finding me in the power of one, who 
might be an outmw, a robber, or a murtherer. 
For escape^ I soon discovered that it was impos- 
sible, even had my strength been equal thereunto ; 
for the narrow arched portal and vnnding stairs 
which led to the chamoer wherein I lay, were 
closed up by a heavy oaken door, provided with a 
massive lock and bolt of iron. 

As these things flitted, like some foul vision, fiill 
swiftly before my disordered senses and beclouded 
eyes, I lay in great fear and consternation, scared 
at the form and visage of him who was bending 
over me. He seemed unto my affrighted fancy, 
like an evil night-spirit which chained up aU my 
powers of moving with stifling oppression; for 
when I attempted to stir me, I found myseli* 
wholly incapable thereof, partly, indeed, firom my 
tnirts in the battle, but still more so from the ter- 
rors awakened b^ that which Isaw around me. I 
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did then strive to call for aid, but my tongae clave 
unto the roof of my mouth, and I could utter little 
more than a feint cry, and sink down again as if 
into a heavy slumber; though while my voice 
Uius refused me its office, mine eyes and ears 
seemed to perfonn theirs vnlh a tenfold power. 
I saw and heard all things with wondrous in- 
tenseness ; from the harsh foreign voice of the 
man who stood beside me, which sounded like the 
kneUof my departing spirit, to the quick and heavy 
throbbings which seemed tearing in sunder mine 
aching and fevered brain. Howbeit, the cry I had 
utter^, caused another person hastily to enter the 
chamber ; the which I discerned to be an aged 
woman, habited in scHnewhatof an Eastern gui>, 
whose sallow and sunken visage did express much 
sorrow, blended with great pity and piety. She 
started as she entered, without doubt at the fearful 
glances with which theold man was viewing me 
as he bent over my bed, and she exclaimed, 
I* Wherefore was that cry. Rabbi Israel? and what 
is that youth beside thee ? hath his spirit departed ? 
or why dost thou 16<A so wildly upon him?'' 

" Nay, he is not yet dead, Naomi," returned the 
man, retiring with her from my couch, behind a 
screen of tapestry whence I might overhear all 
their discourse, " the Angel of Death has not yet 
summoned him, though peradventure he soon may. 
God of my Fathers !" he exclaimed in an exulting 
voice, ^ why hath die word of Thy promise failed 
unto Thy people ? for h I the hour of vengeance, 
which hath been hidden in mine heart, hath at 
len^ arrived; and Thou hast provided lui (Bering 
br innocent blood, as Thou gavest the ram unto 
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thy servant Abraham in Moriahy that he might 
slay him instead of his son." 

^AlasP replied Naomi inagenUeTCMce,** what 
meanest thou by this r 

''What do I mean? sayest thou,'' returned the 
Rabbi in a fierce tone, ** are then the captivity of 
thy peojrfe, and the death of thy son, foi^ten by 
thee like a dream of the nightf Are not we be- 
reaved both of our hmne and of our ctuld? our 
feet made weary with wandering, and our hettrts 
sorrowful with weeping, by the persecutions of the 
Gentiles, and diall we not rejoice to return it four- 
fold upon the head of our oppressors!" 

''Nay, Rabbi Israel, nay," answered Naomi, 
with tranquil speech^ " that may not be ; seeing 
that it was written by him, who, at the command 
of (Jod led us forth out of Egypt, — even in the 
last divine song which he spake upon earth, ' To 
Me belongeth vengeance sui;id recompense ; their 
foot shall slide in due time, for the day of their 
calamity is at hand, and the things that shallcome 
upon them make haste. For the Lord shall judge 
His people, and repent Himself for His servants, 
wh^ He seeth that their power is gone T " 

" Yet the time of Israel's deliverance hath not 
come," returned the Rabbi, " we look in vain for 
' Him whose Name is the Rising,' and pray for 
Him in vain towards our desolated temple : yet 
as if it were not enough-for the chosen people of 
the Most High, to be forced to wander far from 
the land of Canaan, eating the bread of bitterness 
and drinking the waters of affliction, — ^the cres- 
cent-ensign of the lying prophet rises with bane- 
ful glare over the towers of the Holy City,, flouting 
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the goodly heritage that was once our owii. AikI 
when, chased hke the partridge on the mountain, 
we betake us for shelter to the nations of the West, 
what is it but to encounter the like persecution, 
desolation, or death ? Yea, bloody alike unto us 
are the crescent and the cross ; and to the out- 
casts of Isn^l, the monks and the moussoulmans 
are alike brethren in cruelty;** 

"Thou hast qwken truly, Rabbi,** rejJied Naomi, 
'^ as our father Joseph said, their anger is fierce, 
and their hatred is cruel. But now let ii& leave to 
speak of them : — diou hast not yet told me who 
that stripling is,** 

" One,** answered the Rabbi, " whom I brought 
erewhile from the field of battle near this place, 
for the children of this accursed land are divided 
against themselves, and are even now devouring 
each other; and, therefore, we can scarcely mar- 
vel that they are foes to the despised sons of 
Israel. — I had borne up under all the heavy woes 
which are now common to our abandoned race, 
in a strange land; but here have I found the ar- 
rows of persecution stick the deepest, since tliis 
people hath received us only to pour greater 
misery upon our heads, and have trodden dowR 
the OTay hairs of the parents to ^ip their hands in 
the blood of their offspring, while our tears only 
ministered sport unto the scomer I" 

" I remember it but too well,'* responded N^o- 
mi, weeping, '* Benoni, the son of our sorrows, 
but yet our pleasant son, was indeed stoned before 
our eyes by a lawless multitude on the fast of 
Miriam, when wo were about to make ready for 
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the Passover. Oh! my son, Benoni! my s^t, 
my son, Benoni I 

" It was verily so,'* answered the H&bbi, " and 
for that be was only a Jew^ there hath been no in- 
(]Uisition of blood made for him. But, said I not 
that vengeance would at length come, though it 
should tariy long ? and behold the hour hath now 
arrived." He then continued with a glance of ma- 
licious exultation, and in a low and fearful voice, 
ibawing the gentle Naomi towards my couch, 
wd pointing to me who now lay with the sem- 
blance of sleep,— " Seest thou that youns Christian^ 
whom I have brought hither ? — ^his look and bear* 
ing bespeak him of gentle birth, — ^thou knowest 
that our la'w saith * an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth P — ^the solitude of this place invites us 
to the sacrifice ; let him die the death ! for God 
do so , unto me, and more also, if I would not 
even now avenge our child's murther upon the 
life of that sleeping gentile !" 

^' Upon his life ! saidst thou ? God of Jacob pro- 
tect thee from the evil one P exclaimed Naomi, 
clinging to his garment in agony of fear, "nay, 
Ram>i Israel, nay, that may not t)e ; for our most 
holy law doth also say ^thou shalt not killP He 
shall indeed die, as thou gayest, but at his ap- 
pointed time when the Angel of Death shall call 
nim, and not by thy hand; since thou canst not 
thus bring back again our Benbni unto our bosoms, 
but wilt rather staki our souls so deq)ly, that we 
sjiall never Kve with him in Paradise.:' 

"What thenf exclaimed the Jew fiercely, 
^ shall a bereaved father shrink from becoming the 
nvenger of his child's blood? let me no longer, 

Vol. L— G 
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woman, for, as the Lord liveth! this offering shall 
eftsoons be made, since He hath said, ^whoso 
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be 
shedP 

" True, O my beloved Israeli re^nded the 
virtuous Naomi, han^ng upon the Jew as she 
spake, "yet not the imioceiit for the guilty, lest 
his blood should rest upon us, and hereafter be 
reauired at our hands." Then, seeing that he 
still remained unshaken in his evil purpose, she 
turned aside, aiid in a voice of sorrow, with many 
tears, she said, "Alas for my son! alas for my 
Benoni, my child! where is he now? in the bosom 
of our Father Abraham, and the blessed Paradise 
of God? — ^Ah! no! — or Rabbi Israel, the devout 
servant of the Lord, — ^who hath never forgotten 
the Shemomh Esrehj or the Kiriath Shema,* or 
to bless his God fiill three hundred times each Jay ; 
who fasteth and prays with his face unto Jerusa- 
lem; and who hath often, hke our father Tobias^ 
left his meat to bury the dead^ — ^he would never 
have devised such evil in his heart, as to think of 
avenging our innocent son, by so wicked a sacri- 
fice ! Or can our child have indeed put off his in- 

* The S^^moneh E»reh<i or eighteen prayers, are some of 
the most solemn and important of the Jewish rites;, and 
shquld be used thrice daily by all Israelites who are of age. 
They form a kind of litany, each prayer including a bene- 
diction ; and are said to have been composed and instituted 
by Ezra, and the members of the great synagogue, a little 
before the destruction of the second temple. The Kiriath 
Shema^ or reading of certain portions of the law, is also 
another very ihiportant part of the dapy devotions ; and as 
there are benedictions ph>vidcd for idmost every action or 
event of life, the members of the synagogue are required t#^ 
repeat at least a hundred blessings every day. _ 
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aocency? that his once-pious father deems him 
now to be another Moloch^ whose wrath can be 
turned aside only by the dying groans of- the 
young, and by pouring out before nim the blood 
of the little onesr 

The aged Israelite now stood affected and 
irresolute, while Naomi paused and uttered a half- 
suppressed sigh; after which she laid her hand in 
a gentle supplicating manner upon her partner's 
shoulder, and continued thus in a voice of tender- 
ness, and consoled sorrow. 

" Our son, indeed, rests calmly in the sUent 
grave where the wicked cease from troubling; 
and his spirit is in truth not crying from the ^und 
for blood, but is rather breathmg upon his sor- 
rowing parents, the holy quiet of the heaven 
wherem he dwells. Thou knowest, my beloved 
spouse, that with us life is already running upon 
the lees, and I pray thee let not its remaining 
hours be imbittered by setf-reproaqh and late re- 
morse ; since it were pity that our recollections 
of the past, sad, indeed, though they be, should 
now be overshadowed with the dark whispers of 
the evil one. Methinks, Rabbi,*' added she, 
" that this youth is not much unlike our own ; and 
from his looks he should be somewhat of the 
same age." 

"If then," replied Israel sternly, as though 
a^ain awakened to hatred, "the living semblance 
of this stripling be thus strong, deadi vrill com- 
plete itf 

"The Lord rebuke thee, O Satanl" exclaimed 
Naomi in a bolder and louder voice than she had 
yet Jittered, at the same time laying^ stout hold 
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upon the Jew, "as the holy prophet saith, *thc 
Lord rebuke thee ! even the Lord who hath chosen 
Jerusalem;' is not this child brought from the bat- 
tle, indeed a brand plucked out of the fire? Rab- 
bi, thou knowest well there was a voice which 
said, ^I desired mercy and not sacrifice;' and 
doubt not at this moment there be hearts beating 
with anxiety and fear for the safety of this youth, 
and that bis Mashal* in heaven is watching over 
him to protect him." 
** Yet our own son" — ^responded the Rabbi — 
"Fell by the hands of a strange people who 
shall answer for their sin," interrupted Naomi^ 
" Oh my Israel! be this evil far from thee, and 
may the foul spirit which hath vexed thee depart 
unto the deeps, while I rehearse in thine hearing 
the blessed verees of the holy prophet touchinjg 
the triumphant restoration of Jacob; albeit it is 
like singing one of the songs of Zion in a strange 
land." The devout and l^nevolent Jewess then 
brought from behind the tapestry a piece of most 
choice embroidery of gold and silver flowers 
upon crimson silk, and took from thence a parch- 
ment roll written in a square black character; out 
of which she read with such a marvellous pleasant 
and comforting voice, that, notwithstanding all 
my fears and sorrows, it joyed me greatly to hsten 
unto it. Old a£e had not yet stolen from it all 
the sweetness of its younger years, and though it 
began with a plaintive tone, it gradually increased 
into a swell or holy triumph and pious bliss. That 
which she read was part of the Prophet Esay, in 

* GuardiftQ Angel, 
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Hebrew, so that at this time I midit not mider- 
stand it ; but as she hath jnnce told me it was her 
most deli^some song in the house of her pil- 
grimage, and she tai^ht it unto me with the true 
interpretation thereof which in the tongue of our 
own nation, is written as foOoweth: — 

» Bat thou, Israel ! my genrant— ^ 
Fear thou not ; for I am with thee ; 
Be not diamayed ; 
For i am thy God. 
I will strengthen thee ; 
Yea, I win uphold thee 
With the right hand of my righieoiuntw. 

Fear not, thou worm, Jacob ! 
And ye, men of Israel ! 
I will help thee, eatth the Lord 
And thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Imtl. 

Fear not, for I have redeemed thee ; 

I have called thee by thy name ; 

Thou art mine. 

When thou paeaest through the waters, 

I will be with thee ; 

And through the rivers 

They shall not overflow thee ; 

When thou walkest through the fire. 

Thou shalt not be burned ; 

Neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

Fear not ; for I am with thee ; 
I wiU bring thy seed from the East, 
I will gather thee from the West : 
I will say to the North, — * Give up I' 
And to the South,—* Keep not back ! 
Bring my sons firom afar. 
And my daughters from the ends of the earth !' ** 

As Naomi read these most sublime words^ the 
old Israelite finit became silent, and crossing his 
62 
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hands upon his breast, paced about the chamber 
several times in ereat agitation, as if stru^ling 
against some forcmle though inward temptation ; 
whereof his Uood-shbtten eyes, and the convul- 
sive working of his 1^)8^ bewrayed how fearfid 
was the conflict. Anon, as the divine prophecy 
continued, he became calmer ; and as it concluded 
he approached a smaU wooden frame, through 
which air and light were admitted to that nar- 
row apartment, and, bavins thrown.it open, he 
fell upon his knees, beating nis breast and crying, 
^ I have sinned I I have sinned P Then tuniing 
his face unto the East, he covered it with hishands^ 
and remained for some time engaged in silent and 
earnest prayer. In a short space he arose, but 
iiis countenance had undeigone a wondrous 
change ; for albeit the deep lines which time and 
sorrow had traced thereon with a pen of iroi^ 
were still indelibly depicted there, y^t were they 
now greatly softened, ahd divested of their for- 
mer fierceness. His eyes were also glistening 
with tears, and beamed with kindly aspect, de- 
claring his victory over those cruel thoughts and 
evil purposes, that with such volcanic mry had 
been raging in his bosom. 

He now turned to his aged wife, who had like- 
wise been praying and giving thanks, but had risen 
and seated herself upon a low stone bench in the 
wall, and addressed her with — ^" Naomi, thou wert 
the joy of my youth, and, verily, thou art the staff' 
and comfort of my old age. The harp of the son 
of Jesse could charm away the evil thoughts and 
foul spirits which troubled Saul, and behold thy 
gentle voice, and the sweet song of the son of 
.4rnnz. hath calmed the fierce desire of ven- 
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geanc€ which the destroyer had for a moment 
awakened within my soul. Fear not tliou for the 
lad ; the child of our worse than Egyptian taduna»- 
ters shall be cared for and protected, even by the 
strangers, who, for themselves, can find no rest- 
ing-place in this land. Yea, we will bind up his 
wounds with the healing arts of our nation ; albeit 
unto me he teemeth rather to want thy tender 
care than the skill of the leech. A brief time will 
bring back his youthful strength, and we may 
then learn from him who, and wl^t he is, and to 
whom we should restore him ; and, in the mean 
space, quiet and slumber will be his best medica- 
ments." With these words they both arose and 
quitted the apartment. . 

Albeit the mild discourse and tranquillized de- 
meanour of Rabbi Israel, and the pious and gentle 
speech of the good Naomi, had somewhat calmed 
my disquiet spirit, yet could I not cease to think 
with great horror that I was in the power of a 
Jew I of one of that hateful race, which brought 
up, as I had been, on the very lap of our holy 
church, — I could consider in no other light than 
as the common enemies of Christendom, and as 
being in a state of ceaseless hostility to the body 
and soul of man. The ancient monastic annals 
of this realm, such as the noble history of the wise 
Matthew Paris, and the chronicles of Thomas 
Wikes, or of Dunstaple Priory, which our good 
instructer. Father Austin, would sometimes read 
unto his pupils, often spake of the cruelties of the 
abandoned Jews towards Chiistians, whiles they 
were suffered to remain in our land. They were 
conmionly respresented as being infectious as 
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their own native leprosy, and devouring as the 
Aralnan kxnists. It had, indeed, been told me, 
that at this time they nowhere existed as a bodv in 
England, but reports were not wanting that their 
love of gain still brought them into me countiy 
whence they were banished ; and that they yet 
moved about us in darkness and secreqr, like the 
vampires of Eastern climes, searching for those 
whom they might plunder or ^sacrifice. They 
were thus suspected rather than convicted, and 
felt rather than knovni ; while to gain their ends, 
were sometimes said even to join in tl^ detested 
rites of our hoty church, and to adore that cross 
which they abhorred. Then, too, I remembered 
how it had been told me, that this people, at once 
so despicable and so dangerous, cut off from their 
country and kinsfolk, endured their captivity, 
even in those places where they were admitted 
to dwell, only for lucre and vncked usury ; by 
which they drew unto themselves the wealth of 
the commons, that covetous princes and nobles 
might wrest it from them into their own cofiers. 
Anon my too-ready memory brought back un- 
to me every wild tale and fearful histo^, which I 
had heard or read of the bloodthirsty Hebrews ; 
and specially of their seizing upon and hiding 
Christian children, feastins them vnth dainty food, 
milk and white bread, and at last crucifying them 
in despite and mockery of the holy Father of our 
Faith. Irememberednow,aIso,asif it w^re to con- 
firm these stories and increase my fears, that in the 
cathedral of Lincoln stood the shrine of the bless- 
ed young Martyr, St. Hugh ; a child whom the 
vengeful Jews had thus put to death, in the year 
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1356, the fortieth of the reign of Henry III. ; 
though the good canons of the church had won- 
drously recovered his body and given unto it e 
stately burial, as hi&i story is viritten by Matthew 
Paris. This was foDoweabythe legend of thatholy 
young child whom the Jews wantonly caused to be 
slain m Asia, as I had heard recited at Christmas- 
tide, out of Master Chaucer's immortal histories : 
whereupon I remembered me that the fair infant 
did ever and anon sweetly sing that antiphon in 
the office to our Lady, beginning ^ Alma nedemp- 
(oris Mater^ by the which he was wondrously 
discovered after his murther. And so, taking 
courage, I did silently call upon the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mother and her most Holy Child, in like 
manner; nor did I make mine orisons in vaii^ 
since the anthem was neither unmarited nor un- 
answered. Tranquillity and comfort were given 
unto my troubled spirit, as I thought upon the 
mild and sorrowful speech of- Naomi, and the 
calmer deportment of the Jew ; and though I 
was still as it were encaged with these unbeliev- 
ers, I trusted that my Ixmy and spirit would soon 
recover their wonted strength, tlmt I might have 
the power of resistance if any violence should be 
offered unto me, 
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CHAPTER V. 

%. FARTHER DISCOVERT OF THE JEW's HEART 
AND HISTORY. 

No resting could he finde at all. 
No ease, nor heart's content, 
, No house, nor home, nor dwelling-place ; 

But wandering forth he went. 

» 

And he doth suffer all this paino « 

Of torments and of woes ; 
These are his wordes, and eke his life, 
Whereas he comes or goes. 

Ballad of ths Wandering Jew^ 

Only a brief time passed away, ere, to bring 
me food, the Hebrew again approached the bed 
on which I was outstretched ; and looking upon 
my face, as methought with ereat compassion 
rather than wrath, he took my hand, and gently 
pressing it, seemed, by his pcnetratins glances, to 
demand of me if I were observant of ms actions. 
As yet, however, I much doubted whether it 
woiud be fitting for me to speak unto him, and 
knew not in what words to accost him ; but while 
I thus mused^ he of himself brake silence, now ad- 
dresdng his speech unto me. ^' How is it with 
thee, youth T said he, *' lo, here is food for thee ; 
canst thou now hearken unto my voice, and un- 
derstand the purport of my worcbi ?" 

To this I answered, timt I could hear him right 
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welly and knew what he had spoken ; though nathe* 
less L was still doubtfiilly musing as to what his 
actions tended, and why I had been brought 
thither. 

**I rejoice," replied he, "that thy remembrance 
hath so far returned as to make thee curious in 
this matter. Know, then, that about noon this 
day, for it is now past even-tide, I found thee 
bleeding and senseless on the plain of Redmoor, 
sonie eleven miles from this place, after the late 
battle there ; whence I brought thee unto my own 
poor abode.'' 

"To thy home!" exclaimed I, for I was not as 
yet entirely void of dread touching my safety, 
"and wherefore was I so brought? for if I read 
thy visage aright, I am in the power of a Jew P 

"In the power of a Jew, sayest thou?" responded 
Israel. " Holy Jacob ! hath then a Jew power, or 
aught else pertaining unto him in this land wtuch 
he may verily call his own? If, therefore, to be 
in the dwelling of a Jew, who hath saved thee from 
great peril, and perchance from death, be sorrow, 
young gentile, then in truth mayest thou deem 
that wo is thee." He spake this with a mournful 
sternness, as if much resenting mine incautious 
speech; upon which, not to anger him farther, I 
made an effort to raise me on my couch, and in 
more courteous terms demanded of him where- 
fore he had brought me unto his dwelting. It 
seemed, nevertheless, as if some bitterness of soul 
were still within him, since he replied somewhat 
hastily, " Ay, I warrant me, thy Christian spirit, 
young as thou art, deems that a Jew can have no 
purpose even in saving life, but a foul one, I 
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question not but in thine eyes, bis house is like 
the den of the ravening wolf; and, verily, it is 
little better, since, hunted like a wild beast 
wherever the sun of heaven shineth on him, like 
the creatures of the desert is he forced by the men 
of thy. nation and fidth to hide him in dens and 
caves of the earth. But beast, or even reptile^ 
as a Jew may seem in thine eyes, methinks he 
mi^ht, not wimout reason, have hoped for some 
brief respite from scorn, from one whom the hand 
of his pity hath been stretched out to save.** 

As he thus accosted me, his voice became so 
solemn and moumfiil, that whilst it filled me with 
reverence it almost called forth my tears ; and led 
me to think within myself, whether, notwithstand- 
ing all which I had heard, it might not be possi- 
ble even for a Jew to feel and act with compassion 
and benevolence. Upon this I answered, that I 
had not in truth expressed scorn unto hun, nor 
liklftied him unto either beast or reptile; but had 
only questioned as to what might be his intent in 
brii^ging me unto his home, so far distant, and de- 
taining me there. 

**Now, Moses be gracious unto me!" returned 
the Rabbi, still with an impatient voice ; "I pray 
thee, youth, to believe, if thou canst, that the doing 
of good actions even in a Jew, ma^ have other 
than an evd intent. I brought thee hither, as God 
shall judge between us, because thoucouldest not 
remove thyself from the fearful dangers of plun- 
der or death which did surround thee on every 
«de; and here do Tkeep thee, for that thy wasted 
strength and drowsy senses admit not of thy de- 
parture. And yet. Father Abraham ! — ^thou most 
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compassionate frilend of the wayfarer — ^it is for 
having thus mercifiiUy stepped in between his 
soul and death, that he deems me no other than 
a wretch that would imprison, or a demon that 
would destroy! 

Whilst he thus spake, his gneved spirit again 
enkindled wrath and bitterness in Us eyes, \^ch 
struck liew terrors into my soul, from recalling 
his naurtherous aspect when I first beheld him 
bending over my couch : but in a moment after- 
ward nis fierce looks, as before, had suddenly 
passed away, and albeit his fe9,tures were still 
deeply impressed with sorrow, the characters of 
rage were there no longer. It was, therefore, 
with a sad yet more^tmnquil voice, that he con- 
tinued, "Wo is me, for I am a infill man! I 
should not thus have given place unto wrath; nor 
have forgotten that thou art but an inexperienced 
youth, who peradventure hast had evil thoughts of 
our despised and outcast nation poured into'thy 
young mind, the which wisdom and years have 
not yet removed. Therefore have I smned, in 
suffering mine anger to be kuidled against thee, 
seeing Siou art but of tender age; yet the spirit 
which is bowed down by ^ef, wherein the arrows 
of affliction do stick fast, is all too easily put from 
its patience. Howbeit, do thou now partake of 
this food, which of ji truth thv fainting strength 
msist greatly want; and wtmes thpu eatest^as 
thou seemest to have some knowledge soch as 
older years w<Mild not disowp, I willimt^ to thee 
so much of my past life, as wiH sh^w thee the 
srprings of my sorrow, and the eaqseof the bitter- 
ness of my soul.'' 

Vol. L— H 
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Encoura^ by his words, I began to partake 
of the provisions which he had brought me, at the 
same tmie givins earnest heed mito his discourse, 
for my pity and curioidty were now awakened 
for the sorrowfid old Hebrew's story; and I more- 
over repented me of the discourteous manner in 
which I had spoken unto him. Rabbi Israel upon 
this seated himself by the side of my couch, and 
continued his speech unto me after thi» manner. 

^Peradventure thou m^est have seen or heard 
it told, from the books ot the chronicles of this 
land, that about a hundred and ninety and five 
years ago, even in the year 5050, wlien your First 
Edward was king over the realm — ^that a law 
was made taking away from our people all 'van- 
tage of lent moneys and pledges, therein called 
usury,* the which was averred to be to the great 
evil and disherison of the commonweal, and ba- 
nishing the Jews out of England. In the twelfth 
montl^ even Ab, about the middle thereof, the 
king gave unto our nation certain passes of safe- 
conduct, that they might hasten throughout all the 
land up to London, and there take shipping to go 
beyond seas; upon which sixteen thousand five 

* The Siatutwn de Judaismo^ which took away usary from 
the JewB, to whom it had always been before confined, was 
passed at a parliament held aner the Feasts of St. Hilary, 
Jan. 13th, and Easter,. April 2d, in the 18th year of the 
rei^ of Edward I.,' 1^0 ; which is the Jewish year men- 
tioned above, according to the computation of the syna- 
gogae, of 3760 years have passed from the creation to the 
birth of Christ. Several of the monastic chronicles st^te 
that the Je%« were banished by this act. The king's writs 
of safe condaci for their travelling to London were dated ir« 
July, answering to Ab^ the twelfth month of the Hebr ev 
year. 
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hundred and eleven Jews departed from Britain. 
The grinding laws and princes under whom they 
had long lived, had left them but little of dieu: 
substance to cany hence, but divers of the rich- 
est of them embarked themselves, with all their 
possessions^ on board a tall ship of great burthen. 
When they had hoisted sail and gotten down the 
Thames river, beyond Queenborough, the master 
of the ship confederated with divers o^ his mari- 
ners to destroy them and get their inheritance ; 
and to bring it to pass they cast anchor, and rode 
thereat unt3 the barque at ebb tide lay upon the 
dry sands. In farther execution of their most 
wicked plot, the shipmen then moved our hapless 
fathers to go forth m)in the ship and walk with 
the master on land, which they did. At last, 
when he marked that the tide was swiftly coming 
in, he withdrew himself secretly from them, and 
got back to the ship, into the which he was 
drawn up by a cord, as it had been before plotted ; 
whereupon the Jews — ^who, not knowing their 
danger, had not made such speed — when they 
perceived the peril they were in, cried aloud for 
aid, and to be ts^en on board. Howbeit the 
profane scoffers in the ship mocked them, saying 
that they ought rather to call upon Moses, who 
led their fathers through the Red Sea, and who 
was well able to deliver them from the raging 
floods, which within short space arose and swal- 
lowed them alir 

^'Blessied Virgin!" exclaimed I, in wondrous 
horror at this history, "and what became of the 
mortherous mariners?" 

^* Vengeance suffered them not to live," an- 
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swered hrael; ^for within brief q>ace after, they 
were taken by your judges and put to death. In 
that most foul destruction/youthy perished many of 
my tribe and kin<h«d; and in especial the wise ai^ 
pious Rabbi Ben £2ra» of mine own house and 
lineage, who was jbl teacher of the Is^w to the 
Jews of England, and had in great honour and 
favour by his brethren, so that they prayed him to 
go in the same ship with the hapless elders of our 
persecuted people. His beloved wife, Rachel, 
had departed before him in another barque with 
her own kindred ; both because of the great age 
and weakness of her father, and also for that she 
was then with child, and so lacked the aid oi' 
women. Both of these ships were boupd unto 
the coast of Spain, as divers others were to 
France ; for in these nations did we hope to find 
rest from our most bitter persecutions. The first 
ship got unto her harbour in safety, and Rachel 
went unto certain of her kindred in Arragon ; 
where dwelt the wise Rabbi Jonah, who wrote a 
holy book called the Practice of Piety, at the com» 
mand of the First James, king of that land. She 
waited many days anxiously looking for the de- 
sire of her eyes, and the other elders of scattered 
Israel, who, alas! were sleeping beneath the deep 
waters — and felt that sickness of heart, which the 
Wise Man saith cometh from hope deferred; until 
the evil tidings came of their font murther, upon 
which she suddenly fell in travail, brought for- 
ward a son at an untimely birtb,--^and died F Her 
child was cared for by the sood Rabbi Jondi, 
and those of her own peopk with whom die 
dwelt ; and by the ble^si^ of tbe.God of Jacob 
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tipon hkn he prospered in that land, thoiigh he was 
called Ben Cainan, or the son of one that lament- 
eth. From him I am the fifth in descent, albeit I 
am called fix>m the place of my sojourning, Israel 
of Castile, seeing that I abode in that khigdom 
until some two years since, when a new persecu- 
tion even more pitiless and cruel than any which 
have oppressed us in England^ drove me again 
unto these shores, which peradventure the rem- 
nant of our nation hath quitted for ever/' 

By these words I perceived that Rabbi Israel 
signified the late settlement of the Holy Ofiice of 
the Inquisition in Spain, the fame of which had 
reached even our remote monastery of Ely. It 
was, as I had heard tell, brought into Castile in 
the year of our Lord 1478, by one TluHnas 
Turrecremata, a Dominican, and prior of the 
monastery of the Holy Cross at Segovia ; who, 
in 1483, was also appointed to be Inquisitor-Gene- 
ral of tiie kingdoms of Castile and Leon, by a 
bull fix>m the Holy Father Sixtus IV. All men 
know that the chief intent of this awfiil tribunal 
was to reclaim or put down heretics, but when it 
was firmly estabhshed the Jews also were re- 
quired to become Christians, depart the kingdom, 
or die at the stake. Four years were given them 
for making their hapless choice, after which all 
persons were prohibited^ under divers rigorous 
penalties, fixjm aiding or communicating with 
them ; albeit they sought to avoid banishment by 
paying large sums unto King Ferdinand, when 
the zealous Turrecremata hes^ thereof, he went 
rudely before the kins and queen, and demanded 
that those outcasts of Israel should forthwith be 
H2 
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Jttdachlilie act to pemiit c^thw flay ^ mooev^ 
The fule of the Holy Offiee aooi fpread ap widely 
over the land, that 2,000 hei^tiesi were b]i4m<^ 
17,000 became pemtente, and a laxge mmh^i^ 
fled into^i^rs other sations; though when the 
whole Jewish peofde were baimhed, 170,000 
fences of 400^000 persons deported ^E&m Spmn, 
none of whom Hught return again up<« pain of 
confiscation of death. 

And here I may fitly ranembw and set down 
what farther perseoutions have since followed 
tl^se hapless Hebrews^ albeit the story bekmgeth 
unto a later time than that of wluch I do now 
write ; for when they were expulsed from 
Spain in 1492, only a few remaining who were 
sold for slaves, they turned them unto Portugal^ 
wherein King John II. did permit them to ^hve 
for -a brief and amx)inted space, so that each Jew 
paid unto him eight pieces^ of gold. It was, as I 
flunk, in 1496 when they promised to depart his^ 
kingdom, but the foul extortion and evil usage' 
which they met from the mariners of ttose ships 
wherein they would have embarked, did so af- 
fright them, that they deemed it a lesser misfor- 
tune to encounter the penalty of over-staying their 
time, to getting into the hands of such ill-minded 
men. Thus were they again brought into cap* 
tivity, so that it was no strange thing for any one 
wanting a Jewish servant, to desire him of the 
king whose b(»idsmen they were. Howbeit^ 
when Emanuel came unto the crown he restored 
their libertyj until he was counselled by Fordi- 
ng mi Isabella of Castile not to sufier their 
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fengwaixxle m Pbrt^gal, sinoe tlMy wiBte^ nsto* 
nl^ hated both bf God and man: n 1497 bd 
th^refcro put forth w e<fict that tbey, a&d aH 
Moon, riioiild derart by a ceitain day; or a^ain 
become slaves. The Moors fordrwitfa went mto 
Africa, but as the Hebrews were nnking read^ 
to do the fike, the king commanded ail their 
children nnder fourteen yeara to be forcibly rent 
from them, and tanght the faith of ChristeiidonL 
And it was, as i have been certified by one who 
saw it, a most wofol sight to behold those chit 
dren torn, even in the streets, from their kanent* 
ing Others and weqM^ mothers, who were some-' 
times beaten with clubs ere they could be con* 
strained to part with them. 

But now to return again unto the Rabbi Israel'^ 
history : he tdd me that after the Inquisition had 
begun persecuting the Jews of Castile, they kept 
themselves more tsecret, and met for prayers 
and the services of their law^, at night in the 
chamber of a decayed house in a remote part of 
the city of Madrid. They were not, however, 
unmistrusted, for one Hojeda, a spy, having con- 
cealed him in the chamber, beheld certain of their 
devotions and denounced them unto the cruel 
Inquisitor-General. The whole of that little S3ma- 
gogue. Rabbi Israel, his wife, and son, being of 
the number, were therefore put into chains and 
loathsome prisons;.and after long remaining there, 
they were tortured, despoiled of their goods, and 
banished the land, while others of their brethren 
were condemned to the flames. 

" In Castile," continued the Jew, ** I had been 
wont to deal in the precious stones of Afiike, and 
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haTisg hidden certain of the choicest theieof itt 
the limng of my gaberdine, I traveQed hither with 
a Poland merchsmt who had Ucense to bring over 
a fair ruby for sale, so that he first showed it unto 
the king and queen. With one of my gems I 
made me an advocate in Mistress Shore, King 
Edward's concubine, for in her days of power 
she would speak for men in their suits unto his 
Grace, and diat sometimes for small reward, or 
none at all ; either for that she was content with 
her mediation itself, when it proq^ered, or for that 
^e delighted to be sued unto, and show what she 
might procure from the king. Howbeit, by her 
favour, because I 'was of Spain and well seen ia 
the traffic of that nation, it pleased the king to 
set me over the customs of divers merchandises 
sent thither or brought hence. And thus for a 
short while I prospered, arid deemed that my 
mountain stood strong ; but upon her late over* 
throw after Kings Edward's death, I also was de- 
spoiled, and put forth fix)m mine office with con- 
tumely, and fled for my life to certain of my 
brethren who secretly abide in this place. I had 
not been here a year, when a far deeper wound 
was made upon mine afflicted soul ; for a little 
before the next passover, m the time which you 
^eall Lent, when the Gentiles were ever wont to 
persecute our hapless tribe with blows and curses, 
the brutal rabble fell upon mine only son, my 
Benoni, and stoned him as if he had been a hea- 
then or a blasphemer! Oh, Thou Rock of 
Ages ! never can I cease to sorrow over him, 
^nce a fairer and purer being breathed not in all 
the race of the faithful ! and though many dajvs 
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have passed since that most cruel sku^ter was 
committed even before the eyes of his mther, the 
remembrance of that horrid season reixiaiBs within 
this wretched breast^ as freshly depicted as thou^ 
it were, but of the age df yesterday/' 

A deep and frequent sobbing at this most sor- 
rowful part of the Jew's history^ caused him to 
note that the ccrnipassionate female who had so 
calmed his hatred towards mor-4iad, unmarked, 
entered the chamber, and seemed heavily afflicted 
at the sad remembrances now brought unto her 
mind. Whereupon he arose to coniibrt her, and 
tenderly laying his hand iqxHi her arm, said unto 
her, albeit his voice faltered with sorrow, " Weep 
not, my beloved Naomi, weep not, mine aged and 
feithful spouse, our boy now sleepeth sweetly, 
and hath for ever escaped from the weapons of 
his persecutors, even as the bird flieth out of the 
net of the fowlen Bethink thee, that the holy 
God who redeemed Israel from the land of Miz- 
raim, hath also taken him into paradise from this 
most evil world, being a soul sealed- by Jehovah 
unto the everlasting covenant of Abraham. Yeae 
he hath now gone where the arm of the oppressor 
is powerless, and the tongue of the scorner is 
mpte ; for there, as the My man of Vz said of 
old, the wicked cease from troubling and the 
weary are at rest. Weep not, then, my Naomi, I 
pray thee, sorrow is not for the happy soul, and 
thou knowest that the memory of the Juait is 
blessed." 

" Thou wilt not marvel," continued he, after a 
brief pause, again turning his discourse unto me, 
'' that die image of our child, de£t>iteftilfy treated. 
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wounded, and bleeding, is ever present unto our 



Id sometimes call forth upon the Gentiles, the 
bitterness of his father's curse ; at which seasons 
the voice of the Evil One would often whisper me 
to avenge his blood. Howbeit, I thank the God 
of Bethel, that his temptations have as yet been 
only like foul visicms, which fly before the beams 
of the morning, and as grass upon the housetops, 
which withereth before it groweth up ; even so 
my unholy thoughts have been cut off ere they 
sprang up into open sins against His law. 

" But. enough of my own story and sorrows, let 
us now turn to thine. As I told thee, about noon 
this day when I passed over the plain near Bos- 
worth, after the overthrow of the host of King 
Richard, — ^a name which is held accursed for ever 
by the children of Israel,* — ^it was my lot there 
to fihd thee; lying like one of the dead ; and be- 
cause I saw that thine age was that of my slaugh- 
tered son, I marked thee more eamestty, and 
methought thv features had a strong resemblance 
to his. While I thus gazed I beheld thee move, 
which showed that the lamp of thy life was yet 
btuning,. however dimly, and as I mused within 
myself whether thou wert strong enough to be 
borne unto a leech, a motion of more power caused 



* The reader will readily perceive that this execration re- 
fers to the memorable mastftcre of the Jews, under Richard 
1., which commenced at his coronation-feast in Westminster- 
hall, on Sunday, September 3d, 1189, and was afterward 
carried on in many country towns, though the most san^- 
nary scene took place at York. Th^ fullest account of 
these events is in the History of Walter de HemingforcU 
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me to deem that the ministrations of Naomi, whose 
skill in the healing art is not small, might i^edily 
restore thy fainting life. I then laid thee upon 
mine own mule and brought thee hither ; and if 
by the coming morrow £ou shalt find thy limbs 
strong enough to bear thee hence, thou art at once 
free to return to (by kindred, who, if I judge 
aright from that costly gem upon thine hand, are of 
high blood and power, notwithstanding the coarse- 
ness of thy raiment.** 

The hapless Hebrew's narrative and his passing 
great humanity, touched me alike with pity and 
inward shame, in that I had formed such evil 
thoughts of my deliverer ; and therefore to do him 
what reparation I might, I silently ofiered up for 
him such prayers as the holy church hath ap- 
pointed to be made for Jews and heretics in th6 
office for good Friday ; and also desired of him 
to forfflve the hasty speech which had been called 
forth by my fears. 

" Of that no more," replied he ; "we are all open 
to the Tempter, and our spirits do ofien too easily 
yield them to the circumstances of our condition. 
Go, then, in peace unto thy friends, whenever 
thou shalt be so minded ; and if they be, as I deem, 
of the great of this land, foiget not^ shouldest 
thou ever behold a new persecution kindled 
against our hapless race, to aid and protect them 
as Gkxi shall give thee power: since but for a 
Hebrew's pity and succopr, thou wouldest, thy- 
self, ere this, have been in the darkness and the 
dust of death." 

I pledged me not to forget his compassion, but 
my tears now began to flow forth, for that I re- 
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membered with great sorrow, the defeat of all my 
hopes by the death of King Richard ; and that I 
was now friendless and alone in an evil world, and 
far distant from the quiet cloisters of Ely Monas- 
tery, in which until this time I had found a home. 
My grief was not unmarked by Israel of Castile, 
though he deemed not truly whence it sprang; 
for thinking it might arise from his former fierce- 
ness of speech and action, he forthwith again 
essayed to calm my sorrows. He kindly grasped 
my hand, and bade me prepare jojrfiilly to depart 
on the morrow, but as I still seemed like one who 
had little desire for journeying, he deemed that I 
felt me too weak, and thereupon told me that if it 
were so, I should tarry with him until my wotmds 
were healed and my strength returned again. 
He farther added, that if I would name my kindred, 
he would seek them out, and carry to them tidings 
of what had chanced, that they might not vainty 
sorrow for their son. Howbeit, as my tears con- 
tinued to flow even faster than before, the aged 
Hebrew seemed much to marvel that his speech 
did not comfort my spirit, and thereupon demand- 
ed of me wherefore I still wept ; desiring that I 
would plainly tell him the cause of my griefs. 
At length, being won by his . compassionate dis- 
course, I told him that in very truth I had no 
friends then remaining to whom I might go, sinice 
my best and dearest had fallen in that day^s bat- 
tle, which would prove unto me the loss of all 
worldly hope ; and that when I should go Ibrth 
ftom \m dwelling, I knew not whither to direct 
my steps, nor how to provide for my foture Kfe. 
**Alas! poor youth," said the Rubbi, who 
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seemed greatly to pity mine unprotected state, 
*^ well sara the rojral Psedmist that we are strangers 
land sojourners, as dl our fathers were. But, fear 
ihou not," added he, after musing for a short 
:^ce9 " dry up thy tears, and hope for more pros- 
perous days ; foi* though weeping may endure for 
a night, yet, saith the holy David, joy cometh in 
the morning. If, therefore, thou wilt c<M)sent to 
lodge with a poor despised Jew, thou shalt be 
unto me in place of him whom I have lost, to eat 
of my bread and drink of my cup, ilhtil thou 
mayest discover thine ovim kindred ; for the great 
lawgiver of Israel hath written ' The stranger, 
and the fatherless, and the widow, which are 
within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat, and be 
^satisfied ; that the Lord thy God may bless thee 
in all the work of thine hand, which thou doest' " 

Thus .did I find the hospitable spirit which 
marked the wealthy Hebrews of old, shine forth 
in two of their most oppressed descendants; for 
the compassionate and pious Naomi joyfully con- 
sented to Israel's charitable purposes, and more- 
over promised that whiles I continued in their 
dwelling, she would watch over my welfare as 
though 1 had been indeed their son. And all this 
was in truth duly performed : by her care my hurts 
were speedily healed, and as my strength came 
back again, I besan to grow taller and more 
vigorous; whilst me soflening hand of time gra* 
dually closed up the deeper wounds of my soul. 

in setting forth this part •f mv hfe, I have but 

little to note touching myself, albeit I may speak 

somewhat concerning the friendly Hebi^ws. 

. Their household orderings and furniture seemed 

Voi^. I.— I 
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of small worth, thoujgh peradventure this might be 
that*their wealth might not call forth the perse* 
cution of such as were ever ready to misuse and 
despoil those of their faith; but unto me they 
were ever bountiful of ^1 thhi^, without aught of 
covetousness; and I would fam believe, that for 
mine own part, I had nought of ingratitude. The 
aged Hebrew never once intimated unto me that 
my maintenance put him to charges which gave 
him eil^er concern or trouble; aft)eit in matters 
not alifift costly, he would show no little impa- 
tienc0^90cause of their burthen. I sometimes, 
fhough'vainly, sought to press upon him part of 
the gold given unto me by King Richard; for he 
ever refused it and even repressed the thanks 
which I would ofit essay to pour out unto him with 
all the warmth and earnestness of youth. 

Nor did I only receive food and shelter from 
the good Jew, but such instructions as he could, 
he poured into my mind; and he was held with 
his own nation to be a Rabbi of great wisdom. 
He taught me the sacred language, and gave me 
divers choice lessons for a wise and virtuous life, 
taken from those ancient Hebrew Fathers, who 
writ the noted books of the Talmud, the Mishnah, 
the Gemara, and the like; showing me the true 
interpretation of their wondrous histories and 
dariiL sayings, which the enemies of the Jews 
have perverted both from ignorance and from 
malice. 

** My son,*' said he unto me, when I was once 
offering unto him my thanks for his unwearied 
and continued goodness, "that which I have now 
done for thee, ^all peradventure be blessed unto 
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me hereafter; even as the life and good deeds of 
the righteous shall be blessed unto Siem for ever: 
the *M4uch we are told by our fathers, in a certain 
ancient parable related by them for the instruc- 
tion of their children, and called 

The Journey of Hillei.. 

^^ Rabbi HiUel, of whom thou mayest not have, 
heard, albeit his fame in Israel shall last for ever, 
was a wise and.holy teacher of our nation in the 
days of Herod, ill-named the Great. He had 
always led a pure and virtuous life, resisting many 
allurements unto evil, though they seemed to lead 
to wealth and power; and especially did he 
quell all impatience and wrath, though he was 
often tempted to anger or aatred. At length it 
came to pass, that the blessed. Rabbi, in a certain 
journey, drew nigh unto a deep and black river 
over which he must go; on the banks whereof 
he behekl a rich and mighty king at the head of 
a conquering army, with many beauteous women, 
imprisoned soldiers being led away to death, and 
exceeding great treasure. Rabbi Hillel then 
looked behind him, and saw that the road along 
which they had passed was broad, windiiig, and 
full of briers, over fearful rocks, and through dark 
forests ; whilst that which he had trodden was a 
narrow, straight line, through green meadows 
and groves, which looked the fairer for being seen 
from that (tistant spot. He next turned him unto 
die waters and said, < Blessed art thou, O Lord 
our God, King of .the universe ! who bringest the 
foin to his setting, and the traveller unto the end 
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of his journey;'' and therewith laying his mantrc 
on the river, he seated himself upon it, wrapped 
it around him, and so went safely over. The 
king and his host were left wondering on the 
shore, for they had no ships; and anon the waterf^ 
rose mightily upon them, so that they were all 
carried down the stream and destroyed! 

"And now, my son," continued Israel, as he 
made an end of his story, "mark well the secret 
meaning of these words of the andent wise. The 
river was death; the two roads along which tho 
Rabbi looked, were a good and evil life, which 
show in their truest form when we are about to 
quit this worid; and the mantle which safely and 
happily bore him over the waters, was his charitj- 
and good works, that covered him like a robe 
when his soul was unclothed of its fleshly taber- 
nacle. They pleaded for him with Heaven in that 
hour, when, like the evil king and his host, the 
rich lose their gold and possessions, the wise man 
forgets his cunning, the worm feedeth on the 
cheek of beauty, the sword falls from the hand of 
the conqueror, and even crowns and sceptres, in 
the eyes of a dying monarch, become less than 
nothing and vanity!" 

Sijch then, I say, were the- Hebrew's counsels 
and ^nversation; but I may not forget to note, 
that whilst I was his guest, he never letted me in 
the devotions of my faith, nor pressed upon me 
those of his own, albeit 1 have oftentimes wit- 
nessed his pi6ty and his prayers. His oratory 
was a small upper chamber, looking to the east 
and in part decayed, to keep in his mind the de- 
struction of the Holy City, which the dwelling o4' 
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«very Jew must in some maimer declare; in re- 
cord whereofthere was written in Hebrew upon 
the ruined wall, "The Memorial of Desolation^'' 
with that verse from the saddest of all the Psalms, 
^'If I foiget thee, O Jerusalem! may my right 
hand forget her cunning P* But the remembrance 
of that once blessed spot, was unto Israel and 
Naomi not without a touph of joy, from the 
thought that at the consummation of all things, the 
ehil(&en of Abraham shall return to it again in 
triumph; and it sometimes formed the matter of 
those ancient songs, with which the good Jewess 
was wont to cheer me when my spirit was de- 
jsponding. She chanted them to the sounds of a 
psaltery of ivory inlaid with gold, having some 
ten or twelve strings, wherewith she made mar- 
vellous pleasant music; and of these lay^, which 
she also taught unto me, here fblloweth one, which 
I have essayed to put into the tongue and metre 
of our own nation. 

A Hebrew Melody. 

^^ Tbine heart is sad, thine heart is sad. 
And thoQghta of sorrow xex thy .soul ; 

But Judah's God can make thee flad ; 

And' burst the clouds that round thee roU ; 
Thy broken spirit shall be whole, 

And light and joy arise on thee, { 

To end thy dark captivity. 

For all. things own His wondrous sway. 

In' heaven, or earth, or ocean wide ; 
And sun and shower, and night and day, 
Praise Him as their almighty guide ; 
E'en the cold grave in vain would hide 
Our sins and sorrows from His sight 
Whose arm is power-^whose eye ia light ! 

12 ' 
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The fon-blichl, and the mckening^ moon. 
And hurtml demons He shall chase v 

Then, fear not, since the liOrd shall soon 
Awake thy tongue to gladsome lays ; 
Toning thine heart unto His praise, " 

And from His treasured blessings shed 

A double portion on thy head. 

• 
Soon shall the wintry storms be o'er. 

And all the floods and rains be past ; 
The Tines shall Uush with griHpei once more. 
And flowers upon the earth be cast : 
And fot the sad and howling blast, 
Our Und shdl hear the turUe's voice, 
And the glad time when birds rej<nce. 

Tes, He hath said the day shall come 
When Zioft shall in glory reign, 

When shouting to their beanteous home 
Her scattered tribes shall march agam ; 
When, J&om the mountain to the plain, 

Shall Salem's banner be unfurled, 

And David's sceptre rule the world !" 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HOI7RI9 OlP IDLENESS AND SORROW. 

.To me U b««r'd the door of joy and eue, 
* There stand I se aa Orpfaan, kme, foitosA^ 
And nothing boots me tl&at I^fiFequent knock, 
Strange; that on eyery hand the shower BhT>nld fall. 
And not one cheering drop should reach to me t 
. WjlLTKE VOGXLWBIDIB, TWi Miir!fffsnr0«x . 

I am treating you as a Roman gentleman did St Aogos- 
tine and his mother; I shall entertain you in a Chaniel- 
house : — the sight that St.' Augustine most noted in that 
house of sorrow, iras the body of Cesar, clothed xritb. aB the 
dishonours of corruption, that yon can suppose in n Mz- 
nionth's burial. 

Jeremy Taylor's Rule of Holy Dyino. 

My wonted strength had now been for some 
time perfectly restored, yet mad^ I no atteny>t to 
quit the dwelling of the Christian Hebrew m4io 
)iad so long protected Hie ; albeit my ^irit Tf ould 
oftentimes revolt at the remembrance, that the 
true son and heir to Richard Plantagenet was de- 
pendent for food and shelter upon the alms of a 
stranger Jew. Even the very feeling of his kind- 
ness became thus grievous, yet I knew not how 
to alter or amend my condition, if I quitted the 
home which he had so freely accorded unf o me : 
and while I thus lingered in uncertain perplexi- 
ties, the ever-spread wings of Time had still cob- 
timied on their steady flight. Month after montb 
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arrived and fled .aWay, the seasons came on in 
their order and chan§^ at their appointed hours ; 
and it seemed'as if I only remained unaltered and 
unamended, save in age and statm^e^the same 
weak, wavering; and melancholy beins, vi^hich I 
was some twelvemonth before in the cloisters of 
Ely. Nor vrasl altogether free irom fear as to 
the safety of my present abode, since, from my 
long dwelling with Israel of Castile, I had some- 
times heard myself scornfully named as a Jew's 
offspring ; and the cruel fate of his real son, whom 
I somewhat resembled, was not forgotten either 
by myself or in the town of Leicester ; for there 
were diirk and hostile menaces abroad, of farther 
vengeance upon the fugitive Jews who secretly 
lived there: and whom the baser and fiercer 
sort had resolved to root out, as a race of beings 
accursed by God, and therefore to be abhorred by 
man. I h^, also, some fears for Israel, since 
there were not wanting dios6, who, rightly deem- 
11^ me to be a Christian, avouched tlmt the He- 
brew detained me in his dwelling for some cruel 
or evil purpose; so that it seemed unto me but 
all too likely, that his very charity might at length 
lead unto his destruction. ?^ 

The sadnesS'Of these thoughts, and the gloom j' 
incertitude which overclouded my future life, 
tended to make me altogether unlike the youth of 
my own age, with whom I sometimes consoi:ted 
in the disports natural to our years ; such as draw- 
ing the bpw, leaping and running, tossing the 
quoit and. bar, and certain other games wherein I 
engaged, both to avoid sloth and strengthen my 
body. TPfet had I but few seasons for socisj pai^- 
fime, and of those few I disregaixied some ; far 
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when the spirit is not meet for raiiih, it will profit 
u» but little to seek for lusty and joyous sports ; 
therefore at such seasons me listed rather to en- 
counter some grave person- at tabids, or the nine 
men's morris ; or that the Hebrew should instruct 
me in the wise and princely play pf the chess, 
whidi men say was brought from Chaldea, or the 
obscure and thoughtful philosopher's game. 1 
also loved greatly to see the sacred Mysteries 
taken from the Holy Scriptures, or the pleasant 
moralities, which were played at Leicester, at 
the great feasts of the qhurch, by certain cun- 
ning clerks and religious men, upon high stages 
riciuy adorned with wondrous art and rare scenes : 
wherein you might, as it were, behold the very 
histories of the blessed book, or the foulness of 
vice and the excellency of piety, depicted unto 
the life in most choice counterfeit and action. 
But most spedally did I delight in the solitary and 
thoughtful art of fishing with an angle, in Ae Soar 
River, beneath the walls of Leicester Abbey; 
which seemed the more meet unto me, because it 
was a disport permitted unto churchmen, to whom 
the pastimes of hunting and hawking were alto- 
gether forbidden. And in the pursuit of this 
most gentle art, I have since read, wifii much 
care, the little tome, which Dame Juliana Ber* 
ners, the wiae PrioreMr of Sopew€ll Abbey, near 
St. Alban's, did put forth of Hawking, tiuntit^, 
Fishing, and the Blazing of Coat-Armmrs* Of 

* The Book of St. Albao's, which contamed the treatises 
mentioned above, was originally printed in 1486 ; but ike 
tract on Angling was not inserted until 1498, in tha cditipn 
published by Wynkyn de Worde^ 
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the which I have ever found her pleastot words 
to be most true^ in that she saith, the angler hath 
his wholesome walk rad merry at his ease, enjoy- 
ing the sweet savom* of the mead-flowers, hesur- 
ing the melodious harmcmy of fowls, and seeing 
the young swans and other water-birds, with their 
broods; the which in sooth seemed unto me. 
better than all the noise of hounds, blasts of horns, 
and scrye of fowls, that hunters, falconers, or 
fowlers, could ever devise. I loved tWs pastime, 
also, because^ as she well noteth, whiles it is a 
solace unto the body, it is healthful to the soul ; 
seeing that it is best pursued in loneliness, when 
we may serve God duly with our accustomed 
prayers, and so eschew and avoid many vices. 
Such, then, being my wonted diq>orts, in the 
games of the rude and vulgar of my young days, 
such as '^ Hand-in-and-hwd-Out," -^ White and 
Black,** " Making and Marring," " Muzzle the Pig,** 
and divers others,: — I had but little skill and less 
liking. And not seldom laying aside my pas* 
time£r altogether, it hath more, contented me to 
walk in the quiet and solitary churchyard ; where 
it much soothed my q>irit to know that they who 
were once as restless and anxious as I then wbjs, 
were laid at rest serenely and forever: and 1 
read also upon the tombs of the departed, that 
whether the eVils which beset this life be small or 
great, brief must ever be the time of their dura^ 
ticwn. . 

But of all those solemn scenes, I did chiefly 
take a mournful delu?ht in going unto the mo* 
nastery of the Gray-Friars, now oversown, but 
which once stood near St. Mar/s Gate in the 
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south wall of Leicester. A long square of build- 
ings girdled in a Viridarium^ or gnden, contain- 
ing a fair green sward, plained with whoksomo 
herbSy trees, and flowers ; wherein the Francis- 
can brethren were wont to delve for two hours 
after Prime, and the sick walked to get health 
from the pure air and the smell of the fresh plants. 
Howbeit, though I sometimes linaered in that fiiir 
spot, I went most unto the chnrdi of the Monas- 
tery, there to muse over the low and di^nourablc 
grave, wherein had been laid all that was mortal 
of my brave and royal father. By the side of his 
narrow sepulchre, I would oft recall with much 
sorrow, my first and last memorableinterview witli 
him ; when his dark and lustious eyes, now closed 
for ever, were turned upon me with wondrous 
gentleness and affection, albeit they flashed upon 
the enemy with a soldier^s dreadful fflances. I 
thought upon the amaze with which I liad looked 
upon the brightness of his array, when he was ma- 
kmg him ready for the fight, and then came the 
remembrance that his brave arm, which tfwept 
away all before it, was now held down by the 
cold grasp of the mightiest of concpierors; whiles 
his stout and resal harness was exchanged for a 
coarse windin^dieet, and narrow coffin of stone. 
Then, also, with such sorrow as no wit of mine 
can ever trulv portray; I bethought me of him in 
the battle, when I saw him encommssed bv a host 
of timorous foes, stru^(ling like a lion in the toils, 
and yielding onfy in death, after the most noble 
efforts at victory and v^igeance. Nor could I 
thep foiiget what had of late been told unto me, of 
the contumely which, as I have aibr^ said, was 
rast upon his corse by the haughfy victor, who 
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could find an unworthy joy in his base and uiir 
hallowed revenge, although the most dishonour re- 
coiled upon his own head. I say, therefore, that 
when I remembered me of all this, I was sad, 
very sad ; yet, as the good Sir Launcelot Du Lake 
said of old touching the vahant and famous Kii^ 
Arthur, '* I trust tl]»t herein I did not displease 
God, for he knew weU my intent, that my sorrow 
was not for sin, but because I deemed it might 
never have an end. For when I remembered 
and called to mind the excellence, bounty, and 
nobleness^ that were with the ki^; and alsQ 
when I saw the corse of that stately king so lie 
in that cold grave made of earth, that sometime 
was so highly set in most honourable place, truly 
mine heart would not serve to sustaia my 
wretched and careful body.'* 

Thus full of sorrow did I ofl-times muse around 
his restinff-place about the close of day, and even 
after, if the good porter or sacristan of the Fran- 
ciscan monastery did not bid me forth for an idle 
3^outh, who vainty loitered away his hours in that 
place. For as 1 lingered there, I did secretly 
wish that since it had been denied unto King 
Richard to remain vnth me in Hfe, it mi^t. ere 
long be given unto me to join him again in death ; 
fill when I found a moumfiil joy inbeing near his 
sepulchre. It fell upon a certain eventide, some 
twelve months or more after my arrival at Leices- 
ter, when I was thus musing and silently weep* 
iog, and entreating of heaven to bestow iq)on me 
the desire of my heart, — that a stranger accosted 
me, and vnth no uncourteous greeting demanded 
wl^ I tairiedin the church so late. Tothislre- 
^lied, that **L loved to pause in a^jriace so holy 



yGoogk 



wa^^^^^- 



IiXST OF TH£ PIiANTAfiElffiTB. 109 

suid solemn ; and to think, that as some of those 
who rested there had peradventure once lived in 
sorrow, even so the spirits which were then 
afBicted, should, at the last, find an unbroken quiet 
in the toiifib* ' 

** Gramercy for thy homily, young clerk/ w- 
ckimed be who had ad<lressed me, ** for thou must 
beeither priest or philosopher to talkme thus wisely 
with such ^?een years as thine seem to be. But I 
trow, boy, that thou hast learned the starling's art 
thus eaxly ; and only repeatest that which some 
holy father hath spoken in thine hearing." 

I then answered him that I had no such mi> 
inicry, and that what I had uttered, such as it might 
be, was in ven^ truth my own. 

"Jfay> stripBng," responded he, "jape not with 

me, nor take my words in dudgeon, it is enow, 

that thou saye^ over thy lesson ris^tly ; since to 

'took for more, or that thou shouUest feel thus, 

were indeed but stark unreason." 

" It skills not unto thee," answered I, somewhat 
angered at tb© stranger's words, " whether I do 
incfeed feel thus, or not ; and yet, peradventure, 
if my cause of wo were known, he who how re- 
plies unto my sorrows with a jest, might pity, if 
not befriend me." Holding it to be at the least 
irreverent for me to dispute longer in that holy 
pile over my father^s tomo, I turned me to depart 
without looking upon the stranger ; for as he isas 
standing in the deepest shadow of the chancel, it 
would have been wonderful had I noted his fea- 
tures. But upon my visage fellihe little %ht that 
now gleamed tfai^gfa the great eastern, window, 
.before which I had been directly standing : so that 

Vol.. I.--K 
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as I turned, the ui&iio\m person cau^t loe I^ the 
amy aiid said, ^ Ni^y, bold thee amule, my for- 
Trardyoutby methinks this is not the first time thou 
andlhayebeeainthistawntf^ther. Thy face 
seems weU known lo me, and not less thy pasang 
ready q^eech:" — then^ after looking at me more 
closely, he exclaimed^ "by St. Mary of Lriccs- 
ter ! it is as I diQi]^t, and thy being \ipon this 
^pot doth confirm it :" to whien he added, again 
accostii^ me, '^ when thou wert ^ nradi smdler 
imp than thou art now, I deem that it was more 
than once.my task to take thee from the school of 
Ely Monastery to a ceitain stately palace m Lon- 
don. Howbek, if I guess aright, thou wih better 
know that, little more than a year oast, I carried 
thee to one whom thou never csmst forget, al- 
though thou wilt never look upon him again. 
That thou art the same stripling, truly I cannot 
doqbt, albeit 4iou art now taller in stature and 
tstouter in limb ; but ^nce I find thee here by the 
moulderiog bones of him to whom I conveyed 
thee, I win call thee — '' and here he lowered his 
voice ahnost to a whisper, — ^'^ Richard Planta- 
genet."' 

At these words I sprang towards the stranger, 
at once remembering his brief and bold spe^, 
and somewhat of the visage of the noble kni^t, 
who guided me unto the pavilion of Kiiig Richard 
on the eve of his last fatal battle. Upon tiiis I 
demanded of Mm if he were not Sir C^bert De 
Mountford, to which he repbed that sudi was in- 
deedhisname; but adcUog that the place wherein 
we stood was aUun&ting^ fear tib& conference he 
tvould fain have with ma, we quMfted the chmx^h 
of the Gray-Friars together. 
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CHAPTER VIL 
% LEesia> OF i.Bica»irBii, aiv assault qiv thk 

JEW9y AND TKS nCTITBS OF A CASTEXXAN IK 
TfiS FIFTBEWTO -CENTURY. 

Her ha^|;std £ice was foul .to m&, 
Her mouih anmeet a mouth ta be, 

Her ejne of deadly leer ; 
She nought devised but neighbours' ill, 
She wreak'd on all her wajrward wlU, 

And marrM aU goodljf cheer. 

HaRKJNGTON's WiTOB oy WoxxT. 

The rumour quickly spreading itself into the city, the 
populace, believing they ahould do the king a pleasure, im- 
mediacy bi^ke open the Jews', honaea, afad murdered eveiy 
one they could meet with ; not oonining their rage to their 
persons, but destroying likewi^e their habitations with fire. 
Happy were they who could find a true friend to shelter them. 
T«voy's Anolia Jitdiaca. 

It may weD be supposed by the ihture reader 
of this my story, that I was indeed r^fat glad 
again to encomiter my ibnner gnaitKan, unto 
-miom all England gave the praise of a brave sol- 
ifier and most worthy knight; though I did cMefly 
honour him because I deemed him a refique of 
King Iticlnrd, who had erewhile held Mm m 
great trust and favour. As we went ont of tfie 
monastery, I learned that he was now constable, 
or castelhoi, of Leicester Castle; unto which he 
courteously invited me to go with Mm, that we 
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might for a while discourse tocether at more free- 
dom, whereto I consented wim little persuasion. 

Forth, then, we went, and after passing along 
the Roman wall of the town, by St. Mary's Gate 
and Church, I noted, with some marvel, that in- 
stead of going directly unto the castle, my guide 
jnlently led me round it on the south side, ap- 
proaching the banks of the old Soar riTer; 
wherein were shining the bright visage of a jfiill 
moon, and hosts of uttle stars like ^den lamps 
in the nig^t-skies. We now drew nigh the dwell- 
ing of the Austin-Friars, and that wondrous 
bridge called " the Bow ;" because, like one that 
is bent for shooting,, it stretches across the 
flood with a broad imd nngle arch. We forth- 
with ascended its high and steep passage, 
which hath but a short defensive wall to m^rd 
the traveller who crosses it ; end never shall I 
forget that as we walked over it, the knight sud- 
denly paused, and willed me to look earnestly 
upon one of its rude and broken stones, bearing 
divers dark stains, which stood there on one side, 
and might be somewhat higher than a man's knee. 

" To behold that fatal stone," said Sir Gilbert, 
-* have I brought thee first unto this place ; view 
it well, and mark what I am about to relate unto 
thee. Over this bridge rode Kin^ Richard, high 
of heart and stout of stomach, v^at time he fal- 
lowed his army unto his last ^icampment at Sta- 
pleton, whence he never returned with life. As 
he drew near to this stone, a woman, lofty as the 
tallest spearman in our host, of vnld swarthy 
visage, vnth black hair hanging in unkembed elf- 
locks, and red tattered garments, suddenly started 
np before him, and demanded of him a gold an- 



y Google 



■▼ w 



XAST OF THE IPUOrrASBSHBCfl. 113 

gel, that she migjht bless Us maorck to battieb 
Whereftmon the lang, ill Imnkiag that deky, see* 
ing that his bduI was enwrapped in the ocMiiiiig 
fight and flashed with die hope of victorf , haa^' 
commanded her from his path; but in musing for- 
ward his plunging charger, his spur stmcl 00 vkv 
lentfy open that stone, that qiarks flashed fitimit. 
as the ^Ided steel smote against it. Of this, how- 
ever, I, who followed briwd, took little note, but 
the witcb-wmnany^-^for such I verily deem her to 
have been,— -tbm utfan^d a wild cry of hniq^iter, 
and ssid in a voice of mockery, ^ Ride oii^ Sir 
King ! thou goest forth with a fiill bmve train, 
but thou wilt return with a greater; and so an* 
thon wik not buy my bleflRii% thou shalt bear my 
ban free of cost ! Ride <», Sir Kii^ ! the foot 
hath but stricken to-day, what the head shdl dash 
against to-morrow ! for as surely as ever the Are 
fbshed betwixt thy sjpnar and that stone, ao surriy 
shall thy blood flow over it when thou next smi- 
test it, and many here shall behoM it ! Ride on, 
Sir £ing ! thv coin is now little to me, but less 
unto thyself: Hide on, Sir King ! we have met, — 
and we have parted T and wiui these words she 
liastily strode over the bridge, and eftsoons di8a|>* 
pearedP 

"It was not my fortune,'^ continued Sir Gil- 
bert, "to witness the folfilmeni of this prof^ecy, 
which I soon forgot m die thousand hasty acts Gi' 
nmkine reacfy for battle; but when some days had 
fled after the fetal conflict, as I again crossed tlas 
bridge at more Idsore, I maiteithe same stone 
then all stained with blood, while a gaping cmwd, 
which was still loitering remind it, mamed that ft 
K3 
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liad been so marred ti^ the head of KingRichaiii 
dashing against it, as'Ui foul array his ci^ne was 
brou^t b»ck to Leicester. Then remembered I 
what the witch-woman had said; and for the 
tnith of what those rade artisans had reported 
to me, both Sir Rice Ap Thomas and Su* 
John Imberville did afterward most solemnly 
avouch !" 

Wc now left that ftital spot and returned unto 
Leicester Castle, where Sir Gilbert De Mount- 
ford dwelled in those fair and spacious lodeinffs, 
erected by the stout John of Gaunt on the Norm- 
west side of Ac fortress, next unto St. Marj^s 
Church. Here we retired into a chamber be- 
yond the hall, wainscoted with oak, strewed with 
rushes, hung with tapestry, and lighted by a brar 
zen cressiet which was pendent from the roof; 
and while the Castellan regaled me with a cup of 
llochelle wine and a salver of simnel-cakes, we 
discoursed more at large concerning King Rich- 
ard, of whose history he told me divers memora- 
ble passages. I also brieflv recounted unto the 
knight my fortunes since I last beheld him, telling 
him withal of my present abode, and much laud- 
ing the humanity of Israel, my preserver ; in the 
nope that Sir Gilbert would find both the will and 
poVer to' show him some favour. When I had 
imded my own story, he straightway told me that 
the secret of my birth had been long smce in- 
trusted to him by King Richard ; in accordance 
with whose commands he first carried me to St. 
Mary's Monastery at Ely, to be bred up and in- 
structed, strictly enjoining the Lord Prior, Roger 
Walk^lyii of Westminister, to inform him fiSni 
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time to time toudiing my veU-being, that he 
might ftnthfuUy dischai^ge hid service rnito his 
ifpble lordr He moreover told me, thcd he had 
divers times taken me, vrhen but of tender years; 
unto Crosby-house in London, also by command 
of the Diike of Gloucester, before he was sove- 
reign,- in the reign of King Edward the Fourth ; 
the which interviews were both secret and verj' 
brief, arising from my father's affection for his 
unavowed offspring* The knight added, too, 
that after the late battle he had caused a dihgent, 
though vain, search to be made for me, where- 
upon he concluded that I must hate been slain ; 
which he deemed but all too likely, from my rash 
desire to behold the conflict too nearly. 

And now I began ^rnich to marvel, that one, 
who seemed ever to have been constant unto 
King Richard, should be as high in the trust and 
favour of his direst foe, who had prevailed over 
him in &ht, and had even seized upon his crown. 
Nor could I withhold me from uttering unto him 
my notion thereofi as thinking it, in my poor wit, 
to be an act having some touch of dishonour; 
ufito which, however, he freely and straitly replied 
after this manner. — " I deem it, youth, to be the 
part of the good soldier, ever to prove faithful 
unto his king whilesjie liveth, but when he dies, 
so doth the subject's allegiance; and his duty then 
belongeth unto his successor, unless the sovereign 
leave no true issue, when the nation claims the 
bestowal of the crown. King Richard, — ^unto 
whose soul may God be gracious ! — ^had no son 
save thee, whom I well mought was slain : but 
-had I known thou wert living, I should have donQ 
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thee fimaH service by prorlaiiwing thee as s»ch«or 
by unfoldii]^ what had been saToi^ hidden ; for 
of a surety it had been muck distrusted, and had 
put thy life into foul jeopardy. Farther than this, 
too, I know nought ot thy mother ; and there- 
fore any act of mine Hto declare tli^e as King 
Richarct s heir, would be but to stamp bastardy 
upon thy birth, which I deem to be pure, and 
would questionless awaken the hatred aud wrath 
of King Henry, Trust me, therefi»e, good youths 
that thy better part is silence ; and thy safest sta- 
tion obscurity : and, so &r as my power reaches^ 
I will be thy protector aud guaitiian, for the sake 
of him from whom thou art descended." 

Here I interposed by ^ving him many thanks^ 
and saying, that in speaking my poor thoughts I 
had not referred unto mine own claim upon the 
crown, having lon^ since awakened from all 
such dreams c? ambition, but that I inquired only 
touching his own actions with Harry Tudor. 

^ And touching mine own acts with Harry 
Tudor," repeated Sir Gilbert, with a somewhat 
impassioned voice, as if slightly angered, — ^" for I 
did well mark thy doubts ti^reof ; but the name of 
De M ountford must never be enlinked with au^t 
of dishonour* The fkht was scarcely over,^ — certea 
the blo6d had not (fried i:^x>n our swords, £uid I 
wot weU that both hosts were stiU panting vnth the 
heat of battle, — ^when Sir Reginald Bray brought 
forth the crownet of thy father^s helmet. Lord 
Stanley set it i^n Richmond's h^kd, uad the 
shouting armies forthwith hailed him as king. 
Nor was this all, for the voice of ikigland itself, 
in brief space after, confirmed thi^ hasty olecm 
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tion \* and 'twas not for me to stand forth alone 
in the cam]^ and the nation, and, denying the act 
of both, vainly to snatch at his crown, or refUse 
him mine allegiance. I had no other kii^ to fol- 
low, and therefore in pm^ faith I took service 
with' him ; for the wtMit of my house hath ever 
been to %ht for the crovm, and' by the might 
of Grod, r will do it, though it be set upon a hedge- 
stake ! 

"Matters being thus," continued the honest 
Castellan, in somewhat more tranquil a voice, 
"many other loyal and right good servants of 
King Richard did as I, without stain unto their 
duty ; and I thank his grace that now is, — ^for so 
must I call him, — ^he received us with foir bounty, 
saying that as he well knew. IJiad- been true unto 
my late lord until he deceased, he would never 
doubt to trust nie whiles he should live and reign. 
In token of which confidence, a short while after 
he sent me a patent under his broad seal, making 
me constable of this castle of Leicester ; thereof 
some two hundred years past mine ancestors were 
the stout earls, as you may read in the ancient 
chronicles of this realm, and look upon their tombs 
in yonder abbey." 

Yet, notwithstanding this discourse of Sir Gil- 
bert's, it still seemed unto me, who, it should be 
rememberedj was but of few ye^s^'and small 
wisdom, — ^somewhat strange that he ,who had 
risen and flourished in the JGavour of my father, 



* King Henry VIL was crowned for the first time ^t 
Westminster by Cardinal Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, on Sunday, October 30th, 1485. 
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should now live not less greatly under due verjr 
usurper by whom the true king had been siain. 
Hbwbeit, I have since known many men who 
have been esteemed both valiant, wise, and ho- 
nourable, who have nothing scrupled to do the. 
same act under the like changes of fortune; .and 
Jiave sought first to establish their own'advanpe- 
ment, little recking what became of thbir fidelity. 
But thoughmine experience had not ^t this tiipe 
armed me with such reasons fiurtbe governance 
of nny thoughts, as after yeacshave so^^lied unto 
me, yet, was I not, albeit oriy a veiy vouth, so 
unskilled in warkDy prudence, as to biight all my 
hopes of fiiture favour from the Castellan fay 
farther objecting his inconstancy in taking o&ce 
and reward under the Earl of Richmond; but 
contrariwise, when he continued to speak to me 
with much kindness, I repUed to him with cour- 
teous words and many thanks. 

Thus remained we in discourse, until the b^II 
of the castle-diapel tolled midnidit ; for, listening 
with anxious ear \mto has speech I had fcHgotten 
all else, and marked not how the hours h^ fl^ 
away : but then I aiose in haste to depart, onoe 
it was but a short distance from the cattle to the 
ancient jewry-wall near St. Nicholas (^irch, 
where Israel of Castile secretly resided, in one of 
those dark and miserable vaulte wluch were the 
former dwellings of the Jews in Leicester. But 
now the fortress was 'shut for the night, and Sii* 
Gilbert would in no case permit me to go forth ^ 
and although I had some misgivings that my delay 
would affiright my Hebrew protectors, yet was I 
forced to yield me unto his commands, and be-. 
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take Hie to the chamber wherein he had ordered 
me to be bestowed. It was a fair, yet small room 
of carved wood, iii a gallery above the great hall 
of the castle, vaulted with stone arches, and 
strewed vrith fres^ rushes from the banks of the 
Soar: 'iHt>idered hangings, though somewhat de- 
cayed, decked the widls and bed, and in a nar* 
row niche were set a little image of the blessed 
Viigin and her Son, a desk with a bode of 
oiEces, and a stand for a lamp. In the tall and 
high ^window the arms of John of Gaunt were 
curioudy wim^ht in divers-coloured glass; and 
upon looking forth ftom it^ I mq^t see the plea- 
sant bowers and green-swaids of the castle-gar- 
den, with an ancient stone sranmer-house, and the 
embatded walls of the inner-bailey. 

Albeit the days of which I do now ^ak have 
long 9tgo passed away, yet have I oft-times since 
felt the scHTOw of a wounded conscience, when I 
have brought to mind the blameful weakness 
which did stay me from departing early on the 
i^xrrow unto the good Hebrews, Israel and Naomi, 
to make known to them the fair fortune which had 
be&llen me. Howbeit, I may note this in mine 
own defence, that I might not go forth when I 
woidd; although I deny not that the state in which 
I now lived, and the ^0odly tram of ready serving- 
men and soldiers which waited on me and courted 
me on all sides to divers pastimes,, so* dazzled my 
boyifdi sight and captured mine imperfect wit, that 
I put off firom hoiur to hour my rvtuiii unto the 
Jews' house, until three days^had wholly departed. 
SM then I would be htted of my piuppse no 
longer, but sought with ail speed to redeem my 
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fault ; and hastened' forth unto the waU of tlie 
Jewry. 

tJpon drawing nigh unto that spot, however, as 
I passed up the H^h-cross street of Leicester, I 
heard a wild uproar, and beheld ^rowds of Ibe 
baser people all in tumult, and wondrously disor- 
dered at somewhat wh^ch had but newly chanced 
there. I marvelled much as to what it might be, 
though I had but brief space for doubt, sijQce it 
was speedily told me on all sides, that some vile 
Jews had been assaulted by the townsfolk, de- 
spoiled of the wealth which they had secretly 
gathered to the great damage of Christian men, 
and themselves cast forth and foully misused ; all 
which it was said was only befitting such unbeliev- 
ing usurers. Whilst I Ustened unto these reports 
in great af&ight, others of the lewd rabble passed 
by me bearing part of the goods plundered from 
the Hebrews ; of the which I too soon discovered, 
divers things that I well knew had belonged unto 
mine innocent protectors ! In th§ hands of one 
were Naomi's psaltery, and a most choice molten 
mirror, such as the ancient Israelites used in 
Egypt and Canaan,*' lustrously and most fairly 

* The use of thesej^metallic mirron by the Jews appears to 
Iiave been of very high antiquity, and they are expressly 
mentioned in four places id the Holy Scriptures ; the earliest 
beinjr Job Icxzvii. 18. about 1520 years B. C. *^ Hast tihou 
spread out the sky, which is strone, and as a nfblten looking- 
glass ?" This is explained as almdisf to the steel mirrors 
of the East, which are convex, and of the brilliant deep blue 
colour of an Arabian sky. The other passages will be found 
in Exodus xxxviii. & B. C. 1491, whdve Uie mirrors are sup^ 
posed to be of copper or brass, «r a mizftd metal of silver 
and copper ; Ecclesiasticas xii. 11. B. C. about 200 ; and the 
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[^dtnished ; winch I did ever tUnk gave back the 
visage more true and life-like than it eaa be shovm 
by the noted glasses of Yenice, which are in these 
days held in so much ^eater repute ; for this was 
formed* of re^il Casdlian steel, and better metal 
there might not be known. Could I now have 
doubted that my benefactors were indeed sonM of 
those who had thus been assailed, knowing this to 
be the very mirror which they so much prized, and 
upon which I had so often looked ; — yet might I 
question it no longer when I beheld in the hands 
of another ruffian, that ancient Hebrew roll of the 
holy Prophet Esay, of the which I have afore 
spoken, with its goodly embroidered cover. He 
' carried also the very rosary and fair illumined 
missal, which the charitable Jew had provided for 
my devotion and comfort, whilst my body lay 
bowed down J>y my wounds and sickness ; for, 
albeit he knew well that I abhorred his unbelief as 
he did mine, yet, as I have said, he hindered me 
not in my way of worship, trusting that God 

Wisdom of Solomon vu.26, wliich was probably writtea alter 
the Christiaa era. There is a curious application of the ex- 
treme hardness and power of reflection of these mirrors no- 
ticed in the text, in Gascoigne's satirical poem, entitled ** The 
Steele Glass," published in 1576, which is one of the oldest 
specimens of English blank-verse. The use of metal for 
mirrors appears to have been first superseded by that of 
glass, in the thiiteenth century, though it continued common 
in France for a hundred years more ; and until the improve- 
ment of glasshouses about the end of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, the Venetian mirroTs were sold all over Enrope and the 
East Indies. In the Phvy Purse expenses of Henry VIII., 
September 11th, 1532, the king paid to a Frenchman who 
brought him looking-glasses and dart^headsj the mako£ 41 
I2s.4d. 

Vol- L~L 
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would both purdon and prosper him, who was hb 
servant in spirit and in truth. 

With two gold nobles out of my royal father^9 
purse and coinage, I redeemed these few things of 
the riotous crew which was bearing them away ; 
but all that my fears could whisper of what mimit 
have befallen Israel and his aged partner, spee£ly 
proved to be indeed the truth. My sorrow for 
their despiteful persecution was, however, soon 
much increased, from a rumour which spread 
through the town, that the chief cause of their 
cruel treatment, was a behef that one of the He- 
brews had drawn away a Christian boy to become 
a Jew and renounce his Saviour I and that when 
the fierce multitude searched his dwelling and 
found not me, to whom this false accusation did 
refer, — it was declared that he had slain me be- 
cause I had refused to profane the cross of Christ. 
Of all that the hapless Hebrew could allege in his 
defence, the wild multitude would hear nothii^ ; 
and every incidence, which, rightly measured, 
should have proved his innocency, only made the 
more against him, from their warped judgments 
and evil thoughts of his tribe and nation. 

In vain, therefore, did I now seek the lowly 
dwelling upon the Jewry-wall, wherein I had 
found so ready a shelter; since upon the spot 
where it stood, was to be seen nought save burned 
and blackened ashes, wild rum, and spoliation. 
And though I forthwith hastened unto all iho 
wonted haunts of my benefactor, yet might I no- 
where behold him, tior even hear whither he had 
gone, that I might have soi^t him out and poured 
my tears .over his all unmerited woes, of whiclx 
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I, alas I had been the hapless cause. I» therefore, 
at length put an end unto my wanderings by re^* 
turning unto the castle in much weariness and 
disappointment; and sorrowfiilly ^ve up farther 
quest, inasmuch as I knew not whither else to di- 
rect my steps. I wept and mourned heavily for 
many days, for that I could not find my Hebrew 
friends to console them ; insomuch that Sir Gil- 
bert De M ountford would sometimes blame my 
too great sorrow in lamenting them, because they 
were only of mean rank and Jewish unbeUevers. 
Yet so often as I passed through Leicester, I 
failed not to renew mine inquiries after them, al- 
beit I prospered not beyondthis; thatlmadeit plain 
unto many, that I was indeed the youth who was 
falsely believed to have been maltreated and slain. 
For at the first I was not known of the townsfolk, 
because of the fair attire in which the good Cas- 
tellan had clothed me; since he deemed my 
former coarse black habit all unbefitting one, 
whose father was a king, and whose guardian was 
the constable of Leicester Castle. 

I pass over, though truly I can never forget, the 
soothing words which were addressed unto me by 
Sir Gilbert and his most excellent Lady, Isabel ; 
an heiress of the noble house of that famous Wil- 
liam MarshaD, Earl of Pembroke, who remained 
constant unto King John, when almost all the 
peers of England were in arms against him, as 
jmay be seen in the goodly History of Mathew of 
Paris. Under their protection and instruction, I 
did gradually forget much of my sorrow and 
former mood of melancholy, and betook me 
jbeartily unto the duties, studies, and 'pastimes, 
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fdiich were now assiflned unto me through the 
next eight months ; miereby my mind and body 
were greatly strei^ened and adorned, and my 
manners made gentle and courteous befitting my 
birth. To attain unto these ends, I again returned 
unto my book-learning under Father Ranulphus^ 
Ae castle-chapl^vn, and also became page unto 
Sir Gilbert De Mountford ; yrho had me taught to 
carve in the banquet and dance in the masque, to 
ride and bear the spear, wield the sword, run at 
tlie ring and quintain, to hunt and hawk, wear 
armour, draw a sixfeet bow with a stout arm, and 
send a bolt fivescore yards strai^t to the mark. 

During mine abode here, which I have ever 
deemed to be a most joyous part of my life, I was 
wont to range through the wide castle of Lei- 
cester, and learned to know the names and import 
of all its many bulwarks and chambers, w itli their 
several uses in times of war. Thus, I n^arked its 
broad walls, loopholes, and embrasures, for with- 
standing assaults and shooting forth arrows. and 
heavy missiles ; I noted the deep fosse which gir- 
dled in the whole fortress; its strong barbican- 
gate, tuirets, and drawbridge ; its fair outer-bailey 
and chapel ; andits inner-bailey encompassing the 
garden, rooms of state, and the tall keep and 
chuigeon, wherein was to be found its cliiefest 
strength. 

I)ere, then, I sojourned until about the begin- 
ning of June, in the year 1487 ; when I remem- 
ber that one morning a pursuivant, habited in a 
livery of green and white, with the badge of a 
red dragon upon his back and breast, arrived at the 
castle, and delivered unto Sir Gilbert De Mount- 
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ford this Letter of Summons, fairly "writ upon 
parchment, tied -with asUkentord imd bearing a 
seal ; receivins from him free entertainment fmd 
jk royal of gold for his pains. 

.^'BytfeaKing. 
Henry ft. e 

. Trusty and right welbeloTed, We grete you 
wete, and in asmoche as We have tySnss that 
certaine rebelles have entered on the xxivui daye 
of this moneth in our land of Irland, vnth a fayi^ 
boye, sent by the grete malice of the hdye Mair- 
garete of Buigoigne, surmising him to be the son 
of the Due of Clarence, accompany^d by th' Erie 
of Lincoln, the lord^ Lovel, and a grete multi- 
tude of savpge Irisshemen and Almaynes ; — and 
for that there be, even in this Our Koyaume of 
England, . divers personnes wel-afiected to them 
and enemyes unto Us, — ^We wold have your advis 
and counsaile in suche matters as We have to do 
for the subduying of these Our rebelles. .Wee 
therefore praie you to make all delegj^ns to come 
unto Us at Our Palace of Westmynster, imme« 
dyatelye after syght hereoff, to know Our farth^ 
mynde and pleasiu^ : and of this faile ye not as- 
Wee do specyallye truste you. Given under Our 
Signet at Our Manoir of Shene, this viijth. day^ 
of June, irf the second year of Our reime. 
To Our trustye and right welbdoved JKnyght, 
Sir Gilbert De Mountford, Constable of 
Our Castleof Leicester, Our Counsaillour : 
HiQfle vrith speede.** 
It was not without much doubt and mifigiying^ 
ihat the knight received this sudden and «dt>SQlutcp 
L2 
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summmui unto the kioe^s presence ; for tihat he 
greatihr feared Bome evu tcMigue had spoken <)f htm 
as i¥dl-«flfected towards the rebels in Ireiand, end 
the counterfeit Earl of Warwick. But to^ q)eak 
heaTen's pure truth, I neTer heard worse than this 
uttered by him, timt ** were he certified that the 
real son of Geoi^ of Clarence were in arms, he 
would draw no sw<»xl against him, but would 
rather go to him and ofier him his allegiance ; 
since he had followed Henry Tudor only l^ause 
he knew of no better prince/' Howbeit, this was 
no doubt matter enough for suspicion and question, 
and I ween it was carried to the court by a certain 
soldier, who feigned to be a foreigner, and spake 
but little and corrupt English; for that having been 
sent unto London with certain letters of weight as 
the most incurious messenger, he was taken into 
H(enry*s own service and never returned. 

Nevertheless, Sir Gilbert might not vrithstand 
the king's letter of summons wiUiout much farther 
danger, and therefore taking me with him, we set 
out from Leicester with goodly arra]^ and all 
speed ; so that in three days from the time of our 
departure, we entered London, and for tfie first 
time in my life, I gazed upon that most ancient and 
stately of cities. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

LONDON IN 1487-^PROSCRIPnON OF TBE HOUSE 
OF YORK. 

Of the noblest cities of the world which Fame doth cele- 
brate, that of London is the one principal seat of the King- 
dom of England ; whose renown is spread abroad xery far, 
yet she transporteth her products and her commerce much 
farther. Happy is she in the healthfulness of her air, in the 
Christian religion, in her munition and strength, the nature 
of her situation, the honour of her citizens, and the virtae of 
her matrons ; very pleasant in her sports and pastimes, and 
replenished with honourable personages. . 

Fitz-Stephen's Description op London. 

The root of all was the discountenancing of the house of 
York, which the general body of the realm still affected. 
This did aUenate the hearts of the subjects from him daily 
more and more. 

Lord Bacon's History of Henry VU. 

It is hot my purpose to recount in this Kttle tome, 
the many marvels which my youi^ eyes noted at 
my first entering Lcmdon, after we had passed 
through the fair town of Iseldon ; which standeth 
nigh mereunto, in a wondrous pleasant country 
and healthful air, whence we approached the 
northern boundaries of the city. Certain others, 
more cunning clerks than I, have better writ qi( 
these matters; and especially one of late times, a 
choice Latin poet and perfect scholar, whom none 
have ev^ equalled in his deep inquiries into the 
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anti<niity of this city and kiiigdoin, whose books 
and leaming shall questionless remain as the most 
undoubted monuments unto distant ages.* 

We passed alcxig divers broad ways made 
throu^ certain field^ to the vill of Old-bourne, on 
the north banks of a clear little water, which flows 
into a wider stream called the Fleet, because it 
runneth with a swift current ; wherein I saw divers 
barques laden with fuel, com, fish, or other mer- 
chandise, floated up unto the very doors and wharfs 
of the inhabitantsof those parts,unto their great and 
singular commodity. Across this channel, which 
oometh fix>m the Thames at the Black-Friars, 
stretcheth a fair stone bridge ; and, as we rode 
slowlv over it, and I looked around me with some 
wonder, I demanded of Sir Gilbert De Mountford 
what stream that might be. Unto which he an- 
swered, "This water, good Richard, is now the 
head of Fleet, though it was once of more hi^h 
repute and (^ed the River of the Wells ; for 
story saith, that in the First Edward's days it was 
broad and deep enough to bear some ten or twelve 
tall ships with all theur lading, which might safely 
ride at this bridge. But, truth to say, 'tis no^w 
little better than a foul moat or dyke, to girdle in 
liondon, by reason of its wasted waters, which. 

* The person here referred to is evidentlj the famous 
antiquary, John Leland, who, in 1533, made a hterary and 
antiquarian tour of England, of amazing minuteness and 
research, by virtue of a commission from Henry VIII. He 
also made large collections for a history of London, which 
it was his intention to have published, but before it was com- 
pleted he died in a state of mental derangement, April 18th, 
1662 ; after which several of his papers were printed by Stow,, 
the remainder being lost and never recovered. 
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are drawn off by miUs, its channels also being 
narrowed by wharfs, so that its name of river 
passed away, and 'twas then called Tremill, or 
Tonunill brook ; but though its course hath been 
somewhat mended again, yet hath it never been 
restored unto its ancient breadth and depth: the 
which debasement may well figure forth the for- 
tunes of some men of high birth brought down to 
low estate." 

And as he spake, methought it did indeed ex- 
cellently well express mine own lot, since the fiill 
tide of honour, which, for a few brief hours, once 
floated my brave and richly laden hopes, had now 
shrunken up into a narrow channel, of small spring 
and uncertain reply. Yet did I reflect also, that 
however debased those waters might be in the 
esteem of men, they nevertheless flowed in on- 
ward course to the Thames, and thence unto the 
broad sea : and even so, methought, let me stand 
as I may in worldly honour, I shall at length pass 
" unto the house appointed for all living, " vnth 
kitags who had gold, and princes who made deso- 
late places for themselves ;" whilst mine undying 
part shall pass away from that earthly darkness, 
unto its future home in the boundless ocean of 
eternity. 

But whiles we lingered thus at the Fleet river. 
Time, which loitereth never, was hastening the 
day towards its close ; albeit there was stillli^t 
enough for me to feast my roving sight,upon scenes 
which unto me were both new and wondrous. 
From the bridge we went along the field-pathway 
to the west of Old-botmie, and drew nigh the mr 
church of St. Andrew, and the Hospitium of Mas- 



bydoogk 



130 UJn OF THB PUOITAOBNXTS. 

terThahrey belonging thereunto; after which we 
continued down a green road, with some few 
homely cotters' houses, which I afterward learned 
to know right well as Sho-Lane, whence we came 
unto the famous and stately highway called Fleet- 
street, because it crossed over that river by ano- 
ther bridge of stone at Ludgate. Yet, though this 
road hath ever been the main passage between 
Westminster and the city of London, it was not, 
at the time of ^hich I write, so well provided of 
shops and dwellings, as it hath come to be in these 
later days. It was at least some twenty feet vsdde, 
though much of it on the north was indeed open 
country places, pasture-fields, marshes, or gardens 
trimly ordered; but it nevertheless did contain 
many fair houses, curiously builded after a gorge- 
ous and gallant sort, with three storeys one over 
another ; albeit the excellency of the frames now 
made far surpasseth the finest of the old. The 
doors closed with two leaves, and the outsides of 
the walls next the street were either of pale 
foreign bricks, hard flint, or white plaster fashioned 
into panels between the timbers, and the inner 
parts were well strengthened with wainscot work; 
the windows bein^ often glazed with glass in the 
niost costly wise, luthough some had only fine linen 
dipped in oil or amber, to keep out the wind and 
let m the light. The shops of this place seemed 
unto me also many and stately, as the milliners, 
which sold the gay daggers, ouches, girdles, and 
other wares of Milan; the clothworkers, which 
had woollens of divers colours huns in their win- 
dows; the goldaniths, which set form store of rich 
plate ; and a world of other trades, each being 
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known by some sign or device, rarely sculptured 
or penciled above 3ie dwellings, while the ovniers 
themselves stood at their doors, tempting the pas- 
sengers with many words to become their cus- 
tomers. 

So passed we along, through a lofty embattled 
gate with square towers, built of grav stone and 
called Temple-bar, because it standeth nigh a fair 
inn which of old belonged unto the Knights-Tem- 
plars. This led us unto the Strand, a country 
road, paved but in part, and often of bad passa^, 
bounded by many fields and gardens, in which 
appeared the stately houses erected by the nobles 
and gentry; both to be out of the turmoil of the 
city, enjoy the pleasant air of the river by which 
they stood, and its opposite green banks where- 
unto they looked, and to be near the court and 
palace of Westminster. Then came we to the 
village of Sharing, where I beheld that carved 
wooden ftmeral-cross where rested the hearse of 
Eleanor of Castile ; which leaving behind us, with 
the mews for the king's falcons, we passed the 
palace of the lord archbishop of York, standing in 
wide and pleasant gardens by the river, andjoin- 
ing unto the verge of the court and city of West- 
mmster. 

'^ Within that king-like pile," said the Castellan 
unto me in a low voice as we approached this 
spot, "within those waUs, Richard, sometime dwelt 
thy father ;" and truly the sight of that royal seat, 
encompassing, as it seemed, so many stately halls 
and chambers, did awaken in my sod the sorrow- 
ful feelings of bli^ted greatness, and I asked of 
3ir Gilbert De Mountfonl to point out unto me the 
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Veiy lod^Bs in iiiiiich kkkg Richard had been wont 
to rest. The kni^t, however, hafltily repressed 
my 1(^ speech, said told me Ihat as I wished to 
'scape danger, i must in nowise use such words, 
since 'twould be deemed little less than treason to 
call my father Richaid, king ; his claim unto the 
crown having been d^ied and set aade by the 
Parliament, so that if I w6uld not place me in 
great jeopardy, I must be content to speak of him 
but as Duke of Gloucester. 

I would fain have made some reply, but Sir 
Gilbert told me that for such discourse we must 
take another time and place ; willing me rather to 
note on either hand of me the stately hall of 
Westminster, the most roydl banquetins-house in 
the realm, and the ancient and veneraUe abbey, 
wherein so many sovereigns had been crowned m 
their lives, and sepultured after their deaths. 
" Here, then," said he, " you may well guess, that 
we are in the very midst of King Henry's friends, 
where speech like thine would te neither wise nor 
safe ; and as it will not be for mine own good to 
have thee much about me, I now purpose bestow- 
ing thee with one hard by, who was an approved 
friend to him you wot of." Whereupon ne gave 
one of his servitors charge to conduct his train 
unto a certain place, and commanding me to fol- 
low him, we walked forward into a daik street in 
Westminster, and stopped at the door of an ancient 
and ruined house not far from St. Peter's abbey. 

Unto this pcHtal was hung a large scroll of 
vellum, which set forth in brc^ black text letters, 
that within there dwelled a cunning scribe and 
enluminour; and upon knocking we were admitted 
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through a gloomy passage into a vaulted st<^ 
ix)oin, having therein a carved oaken desk or pew, 
for writing, or study, lined with tsqpestry, whue in 
different parts of the chamber were scattered 
divers laige tomes bound in red or black velvet, 
vnth some rolls of geneak^s and coat-armourB 
most choicely depicted. Theae were also to be 
seen several of those rare books imprinted by a 
wondrous art, the which had been of late brou^t 
into this realm by Master WilMam Caxton, from 
beyond the sea. He who admitted us into the 
house, was a grave, yet shrewd looking . man, 
whose pide visage seemed to speak of much labour 
and late v«ratchi^; and he was habited in a msset 
dress edged with sable fur, wearing pouch, knife, 

Kenner, and inkhom, like a scribe. It was still 
right dayU^ht, although it was now about seven 
of the clo^, and fuU two hours after supper; 
whereupon he seemed to marvel much at our late 
comins, and when we were entered, demanded of 
Sir Gflbert what he would have with him. 

** I came hither," replied the knight» "to seek 
for a certain scribe-and limner of coat-airmours, 
by name Master St. Leger, dwelling at the 
Watchful Dog near the sanctuary ; aiid if two 
years age have not strangely altered mine ac- 
quaintance with his face, thou shouldest be the 
very man, whom I remember in the service of 
Richard Duke of Gloucester, as Bhmc-Sanglier 
Pursuivant, at his last battle on Boswprth Field." 

"Pair Sir," answered the scribe, first changing 
deadly pale, and then wajung wondrous red. "I 
am, 'tis true, a scribe and enluminour of arms, and 
do also dweU at the sign you have nan^ed, but I 
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amcaDed on^^ William the iQumiiiator, and chini 
not to be of any noble house; and, moreover, I 
am servant mito the Lord Rivers, and Que^i 
Elizabeth, and the most noble Lady Margaret, the 
kii^s mother, of excellait bounty ; so that ve 
wot well I may not be him for whom you take 
me.** 

^Tush, manP replied the Castellan, ^away 
with this guisarding, which never can blind fiuch 
as know thee as well as I do : look better upon 
your friends, take my pledge, and remember Sir 
Gilbert De Mountfcmi, if thou hast not forsworn 
the house of York and Plantagenet; I trow Asi 
thou wert less of a craven when thou didst 
spread thy tabard over the king's naked body." — 
With these words the knight gave unto the scribe 
a faded piece of a broom-plant and flower, which 
he drew forth from his bosom ; and which, as I 
had read in the choice Norman History of Qrde* 
ricus Vitalis, was the ancient device of the Plan^* 
tagenets, wherefix>m they did first take their name. 
As the scribe received the token, his eyes became 
suddenly lighted up with gladness, and gra«>ing 
the Castellan's hand, he exclaimed, '^ by the keys 
of St. Peter ! Sir Knight, you are right welcome, 
albeit because I knevir you not, I at first dissem- 
bled ; for the friends of Yorii:, as yoii doubtless 
wot well, are proscribed and scattered, and there- 
fore do I marvel to find you coming, to the Court, 
unless indeed you were summoned hither: by the 
king." 

'<Tisevenso,goodMa8terSt Leger,** answered 
Su* Gilbert, ** I trow that I once stood fairly in 
his Grace's favour, seeing that he made me hi.< 
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nonstable of Ldcest^ Castle; but for all his 
smooth words and acts of grace to his opposers, 1 
begin to suspect him shrewdly, and deem tluit he 
}|ates the Yorkists in his heart, thoush thd most of 
the realm affects them, for how ha& he discount 
tenanced the queen ; albeit he may not put off her 
coronation much longer i^ he would keep him 
«afely upon his throne," 

^' rerchance it may be so," responded our host, 
^ but this 18 neither wise nor safe discourse for the 
earsof a youth like your page," pointing unto me; 
"^^ albeit he hath a wonorous semblance to one 
whom I have lamented with much sorrow, and 
may never foiget." 

" Right, right, good fellow," said Sir Gilbert, 
^^he hath, and QOt without reason; so content 
thee, and kx>k not doubtii^ly upon him, nor deeip 
tiiat I have so little wariness as to. bring thee a 
babbling boy^ whose tongue would talk our heads 
from our shoulders. Nay, I have that to tell thee 
of him, which will fire thy loyal heart like atnrnir 
pet-call^ so fear not, but tell us like a man how 
matters stand in London, for thou art too honest 
to be a counterfeit." 

Master St. L^r answered to this by sayiBgy 
thai as th^ had brief time for conference or ex- 
isJanatiOQ, ne Would be content to receive the 
honourable knight's report of me ; adding, how- 
ever, thlit if I were a scholar, perdiaace I would 
rather turn over the pages of sotne of diose fair 
illumined histcxies, to likening to their converse. 
He then secured the chamber-door and covered 
it with tiie hangings, whilst Sir Gilbert replied to 
ium in a lower tone, ** Ye say well. Master St. 
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Le^r, the boy is bookish enow, and fairly read ^ 
seeing that the eood fathers of Ely had hini 
betimes ; albeit, if I judge him rightly, he will 
find more content in our discourse than in the 
fairest tome London can show him.'' 

Howbeit, not to seem too curious, I seated me 
a little apart from them, and took up divers of the 
books, some of which were adorned with most 
choice limnings : but as they talked of the story 
and sad fate ctf my houseand kindred, of Harry 
Tudor's oppressions, andhisuosettledsway,oftlK) 
discontent of the realm and its general smfection 
for the White Rose, of the several competitors for 
the crown, and of the restoration of the line of 
York, mine eyes wandered over the pictured 
pages, without taking in the matter* the jr recorded, 
or maiking the beauteous forms and tints which 
were depainted thereon. It/was in vain that 
Valerius Maocinms recounted the brave actions 
and wise sayings of the noble and ancient Ro- 
mans; it was in vain that the glorious tale of 
IVoy was spread out before ine ; even the sweet . 
and ^irit^stirring romaunt of King Arthur I 
looked upon in vain ; and the pleasant histories of 
the €resta liomanorum lay unmarked beneath 
mine eyes, whilst I listened anxiously and diK-' 
gently to th^ ccmverse of the kni^t and the pur- 
suivant. 9j 
I remember me that the latter told Sir Gilbert, 
that the houses of York and Plantagenet were then 
subdued to little more than a name, which the 
king seemed to desire to make powerless and 
void. On the last day of Februaiy, in the first 
year of his reign,. he had covenanted Aal the 
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£arl of Hantingdon dj^iild wBrrf Catherine, the 
natural dimmer of fny fatl^r, Kmg Ridiard, 
giving her a domy of ceitahi manors to tfie 
yearly sum of two hundred jMMukb^ My couon, 
Edward Phntagenet, the eklest son and heir of 
Geoi^, Diike of Clarence, at this time about 
seventeen years old^ he had shut up close prisoner 
in the Tower, deemmghim to be the last male of 
his name; whilst his sister Mai^^aret remained 
uncared for excepting by captivity. Even the 
queen-mother of his own consort, he had, by an 
act of his privy-council, cloistered in Bermondsey 
Abbey, after seizing vpoa all her lands and rents, 
upon the far-fetched pret^ice that she had taken 
two of her children from sanctuaiy, and delivered 
them unto the late King Richard. Son^e of her 
daughters were indeed left with her, out ICxere 
was ^en then a wily device afoot for senaing 
both her and them out of the realm, to marry 
King James III. of Scotland, the Marcmess ol' 
Ormond, and the Duke of Rothsay, the Scottish 
king^s son: howbeit this compact was ^iled in 
the making. 

But althou^ many persons thus yielded unto 
Heni^s force, and many things conspired to pros- 
per his designs, yet the Queeh-Dowager, Elizabeth, 
did not rest at Bermondsey without much com- 
plaint of his scorn of her daughter in not causing 
her to be crowned. "This I know for a truth,^' 
said Master St. Leger ; ** for having now left being 
a pursuivant, and oetaken 'me imto the writing 
out and enlumining of books, I have disguised 
my name and family, and am oft employed by the 
teamed Master William Caxton, the printer, to 
M3 
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trace in his bookt diverabloomiiiff-capitalfl, of red 
and blue letters. MyskiQinmdanglinuiinpfor 
manuscripts and emUaxoning of coat-armours, 
hath caiufed him to present me unto his own 
patrons, the Lord Rivers, Lady Mai^garet the 
king's mother, and divers beside, now in great 
power, by whom I am well maintained and pro« 
tected. • - 

•^It is now, perchance, more thmi^amonth past, 
that I was commanded by the Lady Maivaret to 
cany a fiur book of master Caxton's Golden Le- 
gend unto Bermondsey Abbey to the queen, who 
was then sojourning there for a season with her 
mother. It happened that she had gone forth to 
walk, and whiles I waited her return in an ante- 
chamber, I heard in a covered gallery near me, 
divers vdces of women ; one seeming in proud 
sorrow and scorn, another few and soft, as of 
sweet music, which ever .best beseemeth them, 
and a third not less gentle, like the speech of some 
innocent child.'' 

''It was this last which began, saying, 'you are 
sad, my mother, and why I pray you? is not my 
sister a queen? and do not we hve full merrily' in 
this fair abbey,' with its green gardens and gay 
flower-plots? sood, then, my mother, wherefore 
do you weepf — ^*Wherefore? thou simple chit,' 
said the elder speaker in a voice of mournful 
anger, ' Oh, Heaven! have I not cause enow, in 
the oppression of our house, the seizure of my 
lands, and mine imprisonment in this place? albeit 
thou, poor Bridget, deemest it to be a right joy- 
ous cage. And what though thy sister be indeed 
a queen, yet, good Anne»' continued the voice, ag 
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if addresBiBg some eMer dauditer, 'she lackeib 
the open rite of crowning; and that at the hands 
of one who dares to fly fix)m his paction, and 
who» if she had not been, would have worn no 
crown himself i— 'But perphanoe, Madam,^ sud a 
gentle, voice in reply, as if of the person last 
spoken to, *peradventure, she shall have it ainon, 
and it may be but delayed awhile, and not re- 
fiised/«->God^s me \ dau^ter Norfolk,' lupiin ex-^ 
claimed the first lady, 'is not delay refiisalf thousii 
not that open one which a bold bad man woiud 
utter; but a wily putting-ofT worthy only of Irim 
who devised it/-^' Truth, mine honoured mother,' 
answered the elder daughter, 'yet will not our 
budest and Utterest plaints avail us aught: if we 
be wronged^ therefore, patience is better than 
Vengeance, which will natheless fall m due place 
and sea^n,' — ^'Talk not of patience linto me,' re- 
plied her mother, 'if thou art child of mine, the 
daughter and sister of a queen, thou canst not 
choose but share mine ancer at this continued 
contempt of the ri^ts of Sizabeth. Was it not 
mainly, by nw favour and device that this wily 
Tudor was lifted unto his present high estate, and 
shall he outreach me even at mine own game V " 
" Wisely, as methought, avoiding to oppose her 
mother's passions, the elder daughter now ap- 
peared chiefly to endeavour to c3m them ; say- 
mg, 'I trow it is indeed my duty, not frowardly 
to cross your Grace, yet if mine own poor, thougli 
sincere, thoughts, be in aught worthy your ear, 
they would fain.woo you to avoid all new scenes 
of strife. It is not, I ween, for you to learn that 
sorrow is enlinked with greatness like its shadow. 
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and that they ^ho mnut highest sbonM meet the 
lempetft; nth the dtak storm-cload fliat bursts 
upon the mountain's top, often leaves the diel- 
tered Tall^ in peaceful lowBness.'— ' Be thine, 
then, such m^nous safety \* replied her mother, 
*and let me possess rtde and greatness. My 
iMNirt, like die guafdian<4;Iiffs oTBritain, wotdd 
bUKf e b(Hh bfflow and storm-blast, did I not feel 
that the place and powers of action are deiued to 
me, and that I must stiQ feign submisskm and con- 
taxt/ 

•*They now went forth fiom the ^eiy, the 
two younger females still essaying with soothing 
words to calm the disordered spirit of the elder 
lady, whcMRi I had (fiscovered^o be no other than 
the widowed queen of the late King Edwcurd, 
with her daughters, Anne, Dutchess of Norfolk, 
and the Lady Bri<^t or Bride, now some se- 
ven years old. I was next summoned into ano- 
ther apartment, where I mi^t behold them to- 
gether with the present queen ; btit though all 
were passing fair, -and the Dutchess of Norfolk 
not the least so, yet that lovely and gentle child, 
the Lady Bride, did most enchain mine attention; 
so beauteous was her hair of paly gold, so mild 
were her eyes of clear blue, and such a heavenly 
bi^ht look had she of innocence and devotion^ 
while her stature was fair uid erect, and much 
beyond her years.* x 

** Cry thee mercy, honest friend," scud Sir Gilbert, 
at this place, "thou art a passing curious observer 
of women^ and a shrewd listener to boot ; but I 
trow the good queen-mother will soon be more 
content, when that the coronation shall be fixed. 
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And whom do men say shall wed the Lady Bride, 
Master St. Leger?'* 

" She is to TO 'spoused to God, when she com- 
eth of age to take the veil,"* returned our host. 
^ which will lock up another spring^ of the house 
of York.'' 

" That were in truth a shrewd pity," respond- 
ed the castellan to the scribe in almost a 
whisper, sometimes looking towards, me : '^ an 
she were now but some seven or eight years 
older, — ^their blood would unite well; for that 
youth is — ^ and his voice was lost unto my hear- 
ing. 

•* The son of——, sayestthou ?" was the broken 
and wondering response of Master St. Leger. 

"Even so," answered Sir Gilbert, "a steer of 
the silver boar, as thou mayest see by his ruddy 
face and blue eyes : he is now fitted for good or 
evil, since he can hold a pen or grasp a weapon, 
though I know not where to bestow him in these 
troublous times." 

" Leave him for a season, then, with me," re- 
joined the scribe : " his own safety will keep him 
silent, and I can employ him in mine art until we 
may see how to act farther." 

Here, then, ceased their conference, wjien the 
castellan bri^y informed me, believinff that I had 
been all along mtent upon my book,— ^£at I should 

* Varioiu periods have been aaeigned for the admierion of 
nans into conventital todety, though the lawful age was af- 
ter they had passed their twelfth year ; and when they had 
spent a year in a relisions house the^ were cotisidered as 
virtually professed. The usnal time of admission, however, 
for a nun, was at sixteen, but consocration did hot take pUce 
until the age of twenty*fiTe« • 



y Google __ 



143 taST OF THE PUUKTAGBNBTS. 

dwell for the present with Master St Leger, un- 
ta he might better provide for me. We after- 
ward partodL of a brief repast together, during 
which they had but little fiuther converse ; where- 
upon, wearied with my joun^ey and bewildered 
as to the true purpose for the which I had been 
brought unto London, I entreated to go to rest, 
and was forthwith shown unto a httle upper 
chamber, by Magdalen, Master St. Leger's ancient 
and sole servitor. 
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CHAPTER IX 

VISIONS OF GREATOE699 AlVD AN USQUBU FEAIST 
OF IiAI«THORN8. 

, No victor, when in butUe spent. 
When he at night asleep doth lie 
Rich in a conquer'd. monarch's tent, 
^ i;;'^ E'er had so Tain a dream as I. 

Sl& WlLLIiiM D'AVEHANT. 

The wakeful shepherd by his flock in field 
With wonder at that tnne fiir ofi* beheld 
The wanton shine of thy triumphant fires, 
Playing upon the tops of thy tall spires : 
Thy goodly buildings, that till then did hide 
Their rich array, opened their windows wide. 
When kings, great peers, and many a noble dame,*^ 
Whose bright, pearl-glittering robes, did moek the flsmi: 
Of the night's burning lights, did sit to see 
How every senator, in his degree, — 
Their gtfard attending,— thirough the streets did ride 
Before their foot-bands, graced with glittering pride 
Of rich-gilt arms, whose glories did present , 

A sunsliine to the eye as if it meant 
With the fa^r cresset-lights shot up on high. 
To chase dark night for ever jfrom the sky^ 
RicBARD NiccoLLs' Lonoon's Aktillbet, 1616. 

I KNOW not whether the springs of ambition 
were quickened in me at my very birth, but it is 
certain that, oiler my royal descent was made 
known unto me, I was too often led away by the 
vain thought that L was the lawfiil heir unto a 
crown; me which more years and greater wis- 
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dom have at last om^ced me to have been all 
onreal and imtnie. With such ambitious fanta- 
sies, therefin^, in my mind, upon stretching my- 
self uixm my narrow couch at Master St. LJe- 
ger's dwelfi^, my first considerations were to un- 
ravel, to the best of my poor wit, what had been 
the castellan's real intent in bringing me at this 
season up to London, and what digmty I might be 
called to take upon me. 

That he with whom I was now to sojourn wa^ 
a stanch friend unto the house of Yori^ I feh 
me to be right well assured of, and perchance 
both he and the kn^ht had some device a-foot, 
which aigued no ^kxI unto him who was then 
king ; and for a moment my overheated brain 
conjured up before me the wild thought, that they 
had a pur[x>se of displacing him to set me upon 
his throne and that Sir Gilbert's friendship towards 
me might have sprung 6com the desu« that I 
should aid him in his designs. This I knew of 
liim, at least, that he was a bold forward man, 
and one that would ever be doing, who could 
trim. his sail to catch the wind as it might blow; 
albeit of late he had seemed much disappointed 
in his hopes, and wondrously abated in his zeal 
for the king, whereupon I did at times think my- 
self the subject of his plots to disquiet the realm. 

Frotii all that I had heard, it appeared unto me 
certain that great attempts were at this time 
making to overthrow Henry Tudor, and also I 
understood that there was one in Ireland who 
had already taken the name and royalty of a 
king, having been crowned there this lent by the 
Earl of Lincoln and others ; yet were there many 
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ckxibtotoiidBiiglniedd^piltjr^tid meetnewfor 
a tiiioise, die ^fakh were merward Amm to be 
weU-fiiiinded» he bemg no other than a Um-ham 
Jtnave, a baker's stop, named. Lambert SamieD, 
though at tUs time k was not conmionly loiawB. 
These suspicioiis led me vaiiiiy to tfahdt tfaCitsome 
who had ofl^ted toy fiitber, King Ilichani,in^t 
deem it better to dnm the reahn as my true m- 
heritance ; and the more I pondered tiiereon, the 
less queitioiiable did it aeemuuto mme wnbitioyB 
foUy. I rememfeeiedfaUweH that the noble King 
Richard, title mght before his death at Boswortfa, 
had told me that should his be the triun^, mine ho- 
nourable birth lEAiouid forthwith be declared unto 
the world ; and I thoij^t that peradventure Us 
intent mi^t foil unto others to folfil : from dl 
which it may well be supposed, that I held it for 
more wise that they i^dd call me unto a scep- 
tre, than a lowborn pretender who#e blood was 
not in any sort so noble as rnme. As to my ca- 
pacity and dull for the n^ office, whatevertfa^y 
might in truA be at dus time, or whatever they 
may have been esteemed sinoe^ — ^I assuredly did 
believe them, with much overween^g con- 
ceit, to be for above those of common men, and 
all iittmg to make me a most wise and excellent 
sovereign. 

^ thought i untfl I became loetandperples^d 
in sjHiit, mien I chanced to remenAer that which 
Master 8t. Leger had said touc^ng Ae I^ady 
Bride, and the knighf s hasty glancing at her be- 
ing a fitting matdi for me, seeim tfmt we were 
both of the royal house of Yoi£ Albeit I had 
^ihen never seen her, yet did herimageseemtobe 
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suddenly impictured in my mBid and almost pF&- 
sent mito my sight ; and anon my visions of grsat^ 
ness showed me how noblv she would hereafter 
grace a throne with me. But then I thought of 
her being already, as it were, betrothed unto 
heaven, and of li^r too early retreat into a con- 
vent, ere she had partaken of the ioys of life, to 
entomb her young beauties in holy solitude ; 
whereupon my rovins fimcy took a lower flight, 
and I deemed it would be a most blessed estate 
for me, were I also to quit the world and its dis- 
tricting cares, and in some monastery near her 
devote myself to God. 

Such> then, I say, were some of the vain 
dreams of my youth when I went to sojourn with 
Master St. Leger, and it is therefore no matter 
of wonder that I had at this time much of a quick 
and haughty spirit, ever ready to take place ftw 
my lofty birth, and not backward to assert my 
right by force ; seeing that I was now of good 
strength and stature, and somewhat fitted for con- 
tention by the instructions I had received at 
Leicester castle ; but these feelings were happily 
and most eifectually suppressed by an event 
which suddenly altered the whole scene and tenor 
of my life, whereof I will now faithfully recount 
the history. 

It is known unto all men, that in the month of 
June and July in the wealthy city of London, 
there were once* wont to be held certcun joyfiil 

. * The procesnons and fettivals of the Midsummer Watch 
described in the text, were first prohibited by Henry VIII. 
in 1539, and remained in disuse till 1548, when Sir John 
Oreaham revived them with great splendour ; after which 
period they were never again^renewed. 
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vigils and feasts, whereon many fires were made 
in the streets after sunset, mito which every man 
bestowed either wood or labour : the which were 
called hon-fires^ both because of the good amity 
they effected between neighbours, and the con* 
tentions which they brought unto an end ; and 
also for their great virtue in clearing the air of 
any infection or pestilence which might be found 
in that hot season. At this time, too, the richer 
sort did set tables before their doors by thfe said 
fires, spread out with choice banquets, whereof 
they did invite the neighbours and passengers to 
sit down and partake ; for there were of old no 
statelier holydays in London than the tigils and 
feasts of St. John the Baptist and St. ]^ter, at 
bright and meiTy midsummer. I was yet re- 
mamins with Master St. Leger, when the last of 
these festivals, namely, Friday, the 29th day of 
June, came round ; and having a desire to view 
the pageants thereof, for that tney had been much 
noted both at Ely and Leicester as most glorious 
shows, — I told It unto my protector, who an- 
swered that he would go with me to view them, 
if so I listed, because he would have me keep 
unknown, and not hold much converse with any 
but himself. 

We set forth with all due caution at even-tide, 
yet had we not gone a great space, when I marked 
one, who, methou^it, as fiiU curiously followed and 
watched our steps. Having noted it unto my 
conductor, we crossed once and again from side 
to side of the street to 'scape 'fi[^m his 
regards, and deemed that we had cer 
fled him9 when, as we drew nigh imto the 
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fal*ero08 «t Chanpg, iq> comes me tlie suoe 
feUow ri^t over asmist us onee more. I fiked 
not this, fibr that I coidd scarcely think it but 
chance and not evil design; and uane anger was 
rising ik> fast, that I woidd with a v^ry good vn& 
have gone np unto the varlet, and demandi^ 
wherefore he dogged us, have broken his head 
with my dagger. Howbeit, Msster St. Legcar 
would in nowise let me from him, but willed me 
rather to conceal my visage and guard my pouch, 
wherein were some few of King Richard's gold 
pieces, albeit my wealth was now of small sum ; 
for in the dusky even-tide, and lonely passage of 
the Strand, this stranger might be minded to assail 
our purses : since the city pageants, being so great 
a cavalcade and show, brou^t together many of 
all degrees ; and especially not a few of the viler 
sort, as rogues, cut-purses, querrellers,aDddnmk- 
ards. Yet, indeed, Master St Leger doubted, if 
unto me he misht not prove worse than any com- 
mc«i robber; but we nevertheless went forward 
without showing aught of fear or suf^icion, though 
much disordered by his continukig to fdbw us, 
even after we had entered the city. 

Howbeit, when we had passed dirough the 
dangerous darkness and solitude of the Strand, I 
co}M not but marvel at the glorious and sudden 
li^ which burst upon us as we issued from the 
northernmost side of Powle's chnrch ; though we 
had afer off seen its ruddy reflection i^n the 
iHl^t-skies. It waa, perchance, 9baa^ nine of the 
clock and a sweet nudnight summer even, when 
we enfteied the street dT the West-Chesfx, and 
beheld such a Uaze of l^ht bb seemed to betoken 
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DO less than that London was enwrapped in a flood 
:of fire which ahnost turned the night into day. 
Every man's door showed hke some rural taber- 
nacle, being shadowed with green birch, lone 
' fennel, St. John's wort, oipin, white lilies, apd 
such I^e, garnished upon with garlands of beau- 
tifiil flowers. There were, also, many lamps of 
glass, with oil buniing in them aJl the night, some 
being hung m>6n branches of iron curiously 
wrought, whicn held hundreds lishted at once 
.and made a most goodly show: besides which, 
there were multitudes <h flaming cressets hung 
up in the streets, and huge lanterns; or iron grates 
with fire, fixed on the ends of long staves and 
carried about on men's shoulders, or neld by them 
standing at the several lanes and passages. As I 
looked upon all this with great wonder, the 
stranger, who had so long followed us, accosted 
us with, ^' Good even to you, my masters, this is in 
truth a rare sight, well worth some travel to behold ; 
and you, like me, I trow, have been at some pains 
to look upon it ?" 

He spake this with a voice and air of gentle 
breeding, and thereupon I thought that I had done 
him much wrong in suspecting him of dishonesty ; 
which made me reply unto him with more cour- 
tesy, though stiU with caution, that it was truly a 
most wondrous show, even if the lighted streets 
were all of it. * 

" An it were indeed, so," answered he, " fiJl 
many would rail at their scanty entertainment, 
for I wot well that these bright lamps and green 
boughs, fair diough they be, are the least parts of 
the March op the Cmr Watch ; which, by the 
N2 
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Lmpof 8c. J<dmt mmeawgwixaiBgtnwuds 
80 kok, my auosttn, and I AaH desciflie to yon 
the whole pageent es it pnmAt by vm/* 

Ashe tpalw were heira the tnmpetB and B^^ 
ame of the cky weito, widi the heairy treed of 
a hum botty aiarchiiiff towafds in ; wheieiqMHi 
woto was gnred that di who came bat aa ^azetB 
flhoidd atand by, for that the ffMt pooeanoB of 
the ni^ was close at hand. Tkady^ there came 
a party of watchmen bearing iroa cagea of fire 
upoo staves, each desigDated oy a pahSed bed^ 
and fi)Bowed by a man with a stdn waBet, having 
dierein a l^ht and pitched ropes to serve the 
cresset. Tmn came a wondrous pleasant noise 
of minstreb, and the city waits, in their coats of 
tawny fiieze, playn^ most rarely on crowds, rotes^ 
riiawms, dulcaners, sackbuts, and the like; the 
which were foHowed by morrk^ancers, dodied in 
antic-dresses, making good pastime, swoxtl-players 
brandishing their weapons, and trumpeters on 
horseback. Nextafterthemcamepmtof the city 
watch, ordered and trained by diveni ancient sol- 
diers of skill to be captains and officersover them ; 
and in troth they were aridbt gallai^ troop, there 
being of them a great nuimer and diversi^ ; as 
pikemen in bright corselets or bui^^onets, bulmen 
in almaine-rivets and aprons of mat), gunners with 
harquebushes, halberdiers, and archers in coats of 
white fustian, signed on the back and breast widi 
the arms of the city, their bows being bent in 
tiieir hands, and a sheaf of arrows bung at then- 
sides. The constables of London followed these, 
in bright armour, scrnie bemg over-gih, and doaks 
of sculet with goM chains ; each one ahfo being 
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It will not be questionod by any, that oQ thfe 
sUtdy army brought with it na Iktie preaaof the 
gazing and db(M6ag miiltitiide, the which in truth 
came with aoch a nighty nwb> that I was sud- 
denly separated fiom JRfaater 9t. Le^^, and borne 
forward with the train whether I would or no. 
i fiak much disquieted at this, albeit I could n^ 
tfaer withstand the force of the crowd, nor return 
to Hiy ocxidudor; whereiqKMi reaigpii^ myself 
to be carried along with it, I beheld this stately 
march pass throu^ its whole progress, from the 
upper end of West-Cheap down to the Stoeks- 
nwfcet and Comhfll, 1^ the Leaden-hall to Aid- 
gate, and through Fenchurch-streetand Gracious- 
street, back unto the Conduit in Cheap. Through 
all this journey, however, I found him who had 
watched us from Charing stiU at my side, as if 
protecting me from the crowd, for he was a 
stout feUow enough ; at which I marvelled and 
somewhat forethou^t myself for having taken 
him for a knave. Howbeit, I was fretliil and 
much wearied v^en we returned to the West- 
Cheap, where the procession passed by us for the 
last time ; and where the careless q>eech of the 
rude crowd seemed greatly to disquiet my spirit 
and kindle mine anger, especially against one 
clownidi fellow who had tnruat himself some- 
what before me, as we stood in front of the press, 
and talked without ceasing in aloud and brawling 
voice. 

"« Now, my masters," said he, boisterously push^ 
ing about him as the city ccmstables disa}^9red> 
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'mark ye aU^ell, I pray you; for now cometk 
th^ best o' the show: these varieta in the c^ 
jackets of black and white, be the footmen, offi- 
<^y8, and torch-bearers of the lord mayor, the 
worshipfiil Sir Henry Colet, kni^t. There, ye 
may see, are his morris-dancerB ;«— there his lusty 

rt, CoriniBus, the ancient Trojan, carried by 
stout men;-^-and there be his three most 
foodly pageants of a ship, and an <Ji&unte, bear- 
uig a tower on his back and merry bells therein, 
and there, too, is a great red dngm to betoken 
the Un^s grace, for he is a most loyal gentle- 
man. In midst of all you may note the sword- 
bearer, riding in a wondrous fair armour; the 
next after him, well mounted on that stoiit roan, 
the mayor himself in passing rich clothing. — 
There you see, too, his twain henchmen following 
on ^at stirring horses; and then come the 
sheriffs' watches, of good show, but not lijl^e my 
lord's : — ^howbeit you can mark that each hath his 
giant clothed like a Saxon or a Norman, with 
his liverymen, lights, and minstrels. — ^Look you 
now, fellows, there, that is Master John Percivall. 
one of the sheriffs ; and do but note what a fair 
pageant he hath in that castle, so thickly set with 
the king's arms and devices. And there again, 
is Master Hugh Clopton, the other sheriff, with 
a like goodly aiid loyal pageant of a crown in a 
hawthorn-bush carried by an angel, to denote how 
the princely Henry was crowned on Bosworth- 
field, what time the foul tyrant and crooked 
usurper, Richard Plantagenet, was slain." 

At these most evil slanders cast' upon my fa- 
ther by one of such base degree, I comd suppress 
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miae tu^rer no kwgar, but smoie bin a fierce 
blow oa the moolb wb»eb had uUei«d thero» and 
th^ bastily niiilebiiig from him tb^ ataff \if4dre- 
wiib he was peinlii^, I forthwith stniek him io^^ 
ghHifid ; passioBately exelaimijigi, aa I spumed 
him wkh my f&eU — ^^ Thou liest I dog that thoo 
arty thus to rail upon ao worthy a priuee ; w1i& 
lived hke a aoble ao^ere^Q, and died like a va- 
liant Hon :---&ou Ue9t in thy throat to call him foul 
tyrant and orooked usurper T 

I had already drawn miy dagger, and perchance 
should have slain the viUam in the first heat of my 
vnrath, had not the stranger who stood by my 
fflde forcibly grasped iny arm, and dragged me 
fix»n the £|)0t, backward into the crowd, saying, as 
he looked at the man bleeding on the ground, 
^< Truly, I thoik he doth indeed Re^ and is like to 
do so somewhat kn^r, I wot ;^ then adding un- 
to me in a lower voice, ^ come, my valiant young 
master, you have shown enow of your prowess 
and high birth forto^n]^it,and if you wouldkeep 
your gentle bkK)d fi:om bei^g spilled by these 
rude efaurl% foUow me qu^y tinxwgh the 
crowd/' And of a v^ty his counsel was ri^t 
wise, since I saw the muhitode hastily gathermg 
round the fal^ man^ and looimg after me with 
fierceghncesandloudesieaof'' Stop the rebeir 
— « Seise the traitor P'--*" God save King Henry, 
and no murderous Phntraenets l" whereupon I 
rushed through the press after my Gooflf)anion, and 
hastily pasme down 8apBr'a4aiie by the Chur^ 
of Si. Mavy-te-bow, we turned into Fishpstreet, 
where most of the gay ercmelswere put out and 
tte pf^Bsanl al u ead. 
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Under cover of the darkness we silently hastened 
onward towards Westminster, though keeping^Bs 
much as might be in the obscurest ways and pas* 
sages, the which seemed wondrously familiar 
unto my conductor ; until at length deeming our- 
selves safe from farther pursuit, we slackened our 
speed, and began to breathe and speak unto 
each other. " A plague upon that slanderous 
knave P exclaimed I, thou^ my wrath against 
him had now somewhat abated, " I trust in our 
Lady that I have not slain him ! yet he angered 
me sorely,— for that were a passing shrewd finiidi 
to the night's merriment: which, to speak the 
truth, was the bravest sight mine eyes ever looked 
upon, albeit they are neither very old nor have 
seen much as yet." 

"Fear not for him," answered the stranger, 
*' methinks you have done a good deed ; inasmuch 
as by breaidng his sconce, you have sent him 
home sober, which shall be the better for his 
wound. As for the pageant, 'tv^s as you say, a 
brave sight indeed ; and truly, at this time we 
want somewhat joyous, seeing that we have little 
to cheer us of late under this present King Henry, 
for even the queen's coronation, which all men 
do covet to behold, hath not yet been performed ; 
though he hath been so long married and hath a 
son bom. I trow that matters stood not thus in 
the days of King Edward." 

" Rieht, good fellow, right " responded.!, *^ nor 
yet had they been so in the time of his noble bro- 
ther, Kin£ Richard, had God given hun a longer 
day of rule and sovereignty." 

" In sooth," answered my companion thereunto^ 



'^, Digitized by 



Googk 



I^ST OF THB PLAKTACUBIIBTS. 155 

^' in soothy Master Plaotagenet, since I most veril; 
think that such a brave spirit pomes of that luie, 
there you strike the -wedgd on4he veij head ; for 
the stout Richard was tnily a man of whom the 
realm mk;ht well be proud, though as you note, it 
had brieienjoyment of him. But men say,^ con- 
tinued he, in a more cautious voice, " that he hatti 
left a son, whom the good Sir Gilbert De Mount- 
ford will bring forth at a fitting season : what say 
you to this V 

I had already thou^t while the stranger was 
speaking, that all the merry music of that night 
was not so pleasant to mine ears as these words 
of praise which ha bestowed upon my father, 
seeing that almost all men spake of him with false 
and bitter reproach ; and therefore my conscience 
smotememorethanbefore,thatIhad ever doubted 
the honesty of one who had thus proved the won- 
drous excellence of both his heart and judgment. 
And now that he touched the very master-string of 
my bosom, I was almost about to discover myself 
unto him, and recount the story of my past life, 
when the counsels of Sir Gilbert De Mountford, 
Master St. Leger, and above all, those of my de- 
ceased sire, came into my mind, and restrained 
my tongue from farther disclosure^ We never- 
theless continued to discourse freely on the great 
worth of King Richard, he wondrously consent- 
ing to all I spake in his praise ; and affirming that 
the wily adventurer wno now wore lus crown, 
was even in the day of hisgreatest glory, unworthy 
of buckling on that sovere^'s armour. 

So continued we unto Westminster, when, in 
the openness of my heartand confidence in his ho- 
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AOiBr^ Hold ^ ttnaigor 'tet I dtwBod with a 
0(aribe Oeite, 'wiio, fiks hkiis^, wb« a h^^er of the 
inettiorjr of Richtml,ttiHl a traeftie&d tothe house 
of York. I tcM him too, tl«t he night weH be- 
lieTe thttt this W«b not to te saad tuHo all men, 
bat that I ^adty trusCed hhn, beoonse he seemed 
unto me a good and loyal Bngtrnhmaa ; alflioiigh 
I hftd held him in no little auspicioii from his ha- 
ving watched us so ciosdy as we iinAed ante the 
city. 

"^ Why» my masteTy^fiaid he in reply, ^ when two 
men go lo flie soane place, they ure Hte to tiwrel 
the same roed. I nmrked you, afid saw that in 
your faces that I desired to see more of; so I 
kept me closely to your side, and as you hare 
lost your other c<Mnpanio«i, it hath been to good 
purpose, |and I well trust that we shall be better 
acquainted imon; so that I am i^fat glad yon 
have been deceived in me." 

When we came to part, which was at Charing 
where I first beheld him, the distant Abbey-bell 
was toUins the hour of one. Lon£ before the last 
eloods of the night-i^es were towmed by the first 
beams of the mommg, I arrived at Master St. 
Leer's with wearied feet and disquieted spirit, 
and heard vrith much alarm that he had not yet 
returned ; whereupon I seated myself to await his 
coming, and fell into a feverish and uneasy slum- 
ber, all unprepared for what I was next to eri- 
counter. 
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CHAFFER X. 

% FLIGHT^ A piSAPPOINmOENT, AND THE DEATH OF 
A DEAR FBIEirD. 

It standeth so ; a deed is do 

Whereof great harm shall grow ; 

My destiny is for to die 
A shameful death I trow« 

Or else to flee : the one must hcy— 
None other way I know. 

:tt 4t * 4t * * 

Wherefore, adieu, mine own heart true, 

None other rede I can ; 
For I must to the green-wood go, 

Alone,— A baniiSi'd man ! 

The Nirr-BftowNiVlAiD. 

All beads must come 

To the cold tomb. 
Only the actions of the just 
Smell sweet, and bloisom in the dust. 

Shirley. 

It could not have been more than a short half 
hour that I had been thus sleeping, when I was 
hastily awakened b^ Master St. Leger standing 
by my side, who, with looks of great sorrow and 
disquiet, told me that I was in much danger and 
must speedily haste me away from Westminster; 
but desired to know briefly from mme own lips, 
that which had be&llen me since we had been part- 
ed on &e past night. This I soon recounted unto 
him, and albeit he much blamed my radmess and 
passion, he yet rejdced that I had not trusted all 
my secret unto a seeming friend, who might, not- 

Vol. 1.^0 
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withstanding all which he had uttered, be a very 
wily knave, and ther^ire he would in nowise 
have me within his reach or power. And unto 
this he added, that it was to be feared a hot search 
would be presently made after me, for that he had 
heard my story recomited in divers ways in the 
streets, with some speech of a pursuivant, and a 
warrant to cany me before the council for hi^b 
treason ; whereby I should nin great risk of dis- 
covery, and full surely if I were taken lose my 
head. Therefore, he said, I must clodie me in 
some disuse all irnhke my present habit, and as 
I could nght well act the niar, he had brought 
me such a dress, for that it would be the most re- 
garded and least questioned; wherein he coun- 
aeHed me to hasten unto those friends of my house 
who were presently in arms in Nottinghamshire^ 
on their march towaids York^re, wmther they 
intended to draw round them all who affected 
their cause. He also told me, that divers trusty 
gentlemen had shown him that they had already 
discomfited the king's troops;* and that their host 
undel* the Earl of Lincoln and others grew so 
mightily, that perchance in another fortnight they 
might march triumphantly overthe veryspotwhere- 
on we did then stand. Master St. Leger finished 
all by bidding me be (rf* good cheer, for that he 
had divers friends of much power in that army, 

* it 18 stated by the contemporary Ustorian and Poei-Lan- 
leaie of Henrjr VIL, Bernard Andrease, <^ Tholooee, in kis 
two volumes of his most eminent actions which yet remain 
in manuscript in the Cottonian Library, that during the bat- 
tle of Stoke, it wae aotuaUy supposed that the king's patty 
was defeated. 
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Unto vAont he wmM ghre me certain letters 
which should procure me bodai. a free welcome 
and much favour. 

And now again did the delusive visions of wild 
•ambition and gaudy hope rise up in my heart, 
albeit at that moment I was little better thsui a 
proscribed fugitive. Most gladly did I consent to 
all that he had counselled, ai^ in my bosom sprang 
tip the vain though joyous thought, that at no very 
distant day, I, who was then in semblance a very 
groundling, mighi return hc»ne honoured of all as 
a victor, and, perchance, even as a king! I 
thought, too, that if such should indeed be my for- 
tune, how sweet it would prove to requite me on 
mine enemies, and especially on him who sat <m 
the throne of King Richard; and how blissful 
would be the power which would then also be 
mine; of r^htisg his deserted consort, liberating 
the impris(med que^a dowager, and beholding 
and betrothing unto me the lovely lady Bride, the 
which th^Night seemed dearer than all. 

Howbeit, these profitless musings were eftsoons 
br<^en up by Master St. Leger, who urged me to 
hasten to change my habit, that I m^ht qmt the 
house before ckybreak ; and in truth I suffered 
no time to escape me, for speed is life in such 
straits as joiine. I therefore quickly swallowed 
some food wlulst my constant friend wrote the 
missives I was to bear with me; and Icmgere the 
sun rose upon Lond^m, I had set forward in the 
lialHt of a Bene<tictine friar, bearing with me 
divers letters to the Earl of Uncoln and his con- 
federaiesy who were ettibsurked in the very same 
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plots as those \iduch Sir Gilbert De MOuntford 
had undertaken to support. 

As the whole of my purposed journey was alto- 
gether unknown to me, Master St. Leger himself 
guided me forth by die church of St. Martin, 
standing in a narrow country lane, with fields 
around it; then throu^ the meadows called the 
Long-acre, and so by certain fields unto Old- 
bourne bridge, whence we entered on the broad 
space of Smithfield, where the northern carriers 
are wont to lodge; with one of whom we break- 
fasted at dawn of da^, he drinking stoutly to our 
good journey out of'^ a huge flagon of double ale. 
Sfaster St. Leger then bade me farewell with 
much caution, though with great kindness of 
speech; and as he departed, i looked wistfiilly 
after him, with somewhat like tears in mine eyes, 
until the carrier told me that our horses were 
ready, when we forthwith mounted and rode 
away. 

It seemed unto me great good fortune, that at 
first my rude conductors were resolved to hasten 
their journey, so that before night closed upon us 
we were far advanced upon our progress ; but 
me lists not now to set down how we halted at 
eve and set forward at sunrise, and therefore let 
it be enow to say, that we travelled safely, — 
albeit I was ofl-times in great doubt and fear, — 
until we reached Elveston, in the good county of 
Nottingham some four miles short of Newark^ 
having spent nearly a week upon the road, and 
journeyed 120 miles. I well deemed, however, 
that such delay betokened me no good ; in the 
which I was not wrong, as shall forthwith be set 
down, 
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In tius viUago of Elvesten^ Master St. Legeir 
tiad tokt me^ tliat I diouM fiod a fw hofltol, wbere^ 
the keeper was a true friend iralo the house <tf 
York, and bad most clearly pioved it bv chai^ 
ii^ his agB, wluch of old was the Red K06e,]nto 
the White; that all bkh raiefat know what he was 
who dwelled therein. Of him was I admoniahed 
to ask for farther counsel concerning the Earl of 
Lincoln's host; and having contented my car^ 
riers, to this hostel I went for lodi^i^ and fouad 
him wh<Hn I desired to behold. Having called 
him apart from his guests, I tc4d inm in brief, that 
I was w^ known unto divers of his friends in 
London, and had tidings from them unto the Lord 
Level and certain otl^rs of great place in that 
power ; the which I prayed mm to show me the 
way of delivering. 

The host, whose name was Gideon Staples, 
then looked at me with a shrewd eye and gioing 
visage, and turning from me with clownish jest- 
ing, said unto a certain merry clerk who sat near 
him quaffing large draughts of ale, " Lo, ye, now 
goodman iS^pen, how honest men be beset by 
knaves ! This rogue-priest hath heard, I warrant 
you, how the rebels pulled down my true sign to 
set up their own foul leasings, and so thinketh that 
I am his fellow in treason. 

As he spake, I noted that the crowd in the 
hostel seemed much disturbed and boisterous, 
whereupon I did suspect, having been of late 
greatly accustomed to doubt of my safety, — that 
t9ome evil had befallen the Yorkist friends whom 
I was then seeking, notwithstanding the report of 
their triumph in London. This the clerk 1 have 
03 
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already spoken of, gavie me more perfectly to tm- 
derstand, by saying: — ^ Thoa art all too late for 
the fair, Sir Priest, and York is too far for thee to 
travel to thb journey ; and so as honest Gaflfer 
Staples, our host, hath no longer fear of being 
misused by riotous traitors, he hath even to-day^ 
proved his true heart by turning out, — sick and 
sad as they m^t be, — the wounded rogues 
whom the rebel Earl of Lincohi quartered upon 
him; and has ^tten back his old sign that was 
stolen, the which shall be mounted again ere the 
sun ffets up to-morrow." 

" Ay," cried another voice, "the play of white 
and red was played out I trow at Stoke a month 
ago ; Lincoln and Geradine with a host of their 
knaves were left dead upon the ground, Lovel 
was drowned in Trent, and as for the Almains, 
they so trusted in, why as the song saith," — con- 
tinued he, chanting part of a ribaM ballad made- 
at this time, — 

^^^ Martin Schwart and hb men, 

Sodledum SyUortan ben ; 
For gold and for fee, they came o'er the sea, 

But they'll never march home agen ! 
Sing O ti>eh I Ah well a day ! 
, For Martin Schwart and hia men !' '* 

This gibing did not fail to produce a mighty 
outcry in the hostel, all the guests whereof seemed 
most fierce asainst one whom they deemed a 
favourer of the rebels. Much angry and evil 
speech was bestowed on me, and divers menaces 
withal ; and some did not even doubt to say, that 
when the true sim was set up again it would be a 
good deed to make a traitor-priest^s head its com- 
panion. When this disorder had continued a brief 
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space, the clerk, who stood near me, suddenly, but 
secretly, snatched my pouch firom my girdle, 
wherein were some of my letters, and seeming to 
examine them, cried out, " Stint your clamour, my 
masters all ! for this is no traitor-varlet, as you deem 
him, but a good man and true, come to spy me into 
the foul plots of the rebels, and know what they 
would do farther against the king; for the which he 
hath even now progressed hither from London." 

But albeit there was certes some good-will 
intended unto me by this speech, it did much per- 
plex me, for that I abhorred the very name of an 
espial ; though, as matters then stood, I deemed it 
not wise wholly to disavow that which he uttered. 
Yet aflSrm it, I might not ; both because it would 
have been to have sinned against the truth, and 
also for that I well knew the letters which he had 
seized upon would bear witness against me: 
whereupon I held my peace, since my speech 
might mar, though it could not mend my fortune. 

The merry clerk, therefore, went on to say 
much to the like purpose, the which, as he spake 
with boldness and I denied not his words, was 
presently well believed by all, and suddenly 
wrought me great good-will in the hostel; for 
Master Staples became wondrous reverent unto 
me, deeming me, perchance to be one in the 
king's service ; and nought would satisfy him but 
that I should be of his own company, and partake 
of his food and ale at free-cost. Nevertheless, 
I doubted much as to what all this courtesy 
might tend, though I seemed to accept it in good 
part ; and whiles I sat in the hostel I heard many 
circumstances of the late battle at Stoke, and 
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defeat of the Yoikiflts theie, the which were for 
a long mce unknown in London. I inwardly 
arrowed over these sad tidings, nibek I couM 
haidly refuse to consider the Earl of Lincohi's 
OYerthrow as a mgaal judgment of Heaven vpm 
those, whostained a fair and just cause, by sup- 
portii^ the claims of tiie Idw-bom impostor, Lam* 
bert Simnell, whilst I, the true son of King 
Richard, was utterly disregarded. 

Still, as I have sud, my nund was much per- 
plexed, as to what those about me did really 
intend ; nor did I marvel less, wh^a he who had 
seized upon my letters, and so warmly spake in 
my d^nce, drew me somewhat aside, and cau- 
tiously said in a low voice, " Be discreet m speecii 
and patient in conduct, or thy neck may even yet 
be found in a St. Johnstone's tippet 1 keep your 
eye warily upon me, and when I quit the hostel, 
do you d» the like presently after, with as little 
noise as you may." His visage wns then again 
changed unto its wonted look of merry reckless- 
ness, as though, be would have it unmarked that 
he had spoken with me ; and whilst kmd prating 
and rude merriment continued to resound through 
the hostel, I waited with much anxiety for the 
hour, when I should be farther informed of that 
which I should next encounter. 

It was during this time of doubt, that the rude 
hinds began to discourse of the fate of certain 
leaders in the late battle; and besides many 
whom they noted as having been left dead upou 
the field, and others who had since bkd ujKxn the 
scufTold at Newark, they spake of some who had 
never been seen or heard of after the. conflict : 
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and in especial of Sir Thomas Broughton, and 
the Lord Lovel Of the last, divers aiiirmed 
that he was drowned in swimming his horse over 
the Trent river; and that his sprite had been 
seen in the night-season by moonlight, on the other 
side thereof, habited as when he died, but with 
all his wounds bleeding, and looking wondrously 
pale and wan. Howbeit, others did contrariwise 
declare, that he might well be seen in that place, 
for that many deemed him to be yet hidden in 
some of the caverns on the farther bank of the 
Trent ; albeit, after the closest search and watch- 
ing, none mi^t discover where he was concealed, 
or how he was sustained. 

Upon this I marked that an old minstrel, 
clothed in a purple coat-hardy with a silver clasp, 
and altogether of a better sort than those lewd 
crowders which be now most commonly found in 
hostels, who was then travelling unto the king's 
court at Westminster, — ^rose up and said, " My 
masters, ye ought not to marvel that a man may 
live long undiscovered when hidden in a wild 
place, for divers good authors do tell of the like ; 
and I remember me of a noted history thereof, 
the which I learned in Bretagne, in France, when 
I was about the age of the cMld who beareth my 
harp. It was made by that most choice poet. 
Marie, from some more ancient song ; and, if ye 
list, I sliall sing it to ye forthwith for small guer- 
don, although It is a passing rare romaunt" 

As the common sort do ever delight in hearing 
the wondrous tales of minstrels and harpers, albeit, 
for the most part they ar^ but globing lies, the 
guests in the hostel were fall clamorous for the 
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old man to recount this history; at which I wan 
not a little glad, for that I well trusted to escape 
wliilst they listened, the which I did, as shall 
hereafter be shown. But, now as the story f rf my 
life is so sad, I have thought it meet here to give 
it somewhat of disport by copying into it the aged 
minstrers rude old tale ana rhymes, as I Imve 
since found them written in an ancient book in 
the abbey of our lady of Walshingham. 



THE LAY OF ANT^US. 

A EOHAVMT OF AACADIE. 



^Tis the glad hour of lastj Jane, 
And the blithe layerock^s meny tone 

Is heard flrom every tree; 
The summer sun is hot and sheen 
O'or flowery field and forest green, 

And on the purple sea. 
His rajs upon the snow-mount's height, 
idhe gold yspread on silver white, 

(>f darling lustre be : 
But though far o'er the world he stands, 
And shines where broadest earth expands. 
I ween he UghU no fairer lands 

Than those of Arcadie. 

11 

(n that blest dimA^ Poets tell. 
The mfaat*Jove<» old did dwell; 

And sure were never known 
Such lofty mounts and grassy plains, 
dach milk-white flocks and gentle swains, 

Within this earthly sono. 
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There, too, were found the palace proud, 
The village hinds, the city's crowd, 

Rich towns, and lofty towers ; 
And there were many a Barony, 
Of stately name and high degree, 

Of wealth and warlike powers. 
O'er one of these, long pass'd awi^, 
There ruled a County braye and gay, 
Of old Ant»us' line the lord,— 
Which still Eyanthe's tomes lecord,— 
Whose worth so well that provinoe knew 
That warmest praise seem'd but his due; 
A valiant champion, and a host 
Liberal of favour and of cost ; 
And his king's love, his fHendi^delights, 
Were given those virtues to requite. 

III. 

But round his ancient house a spell 
Was 'twined, as Pliny's pages tell, 

That ever of his line. 
The heir should quit his castle-home, 
And for a certain space should roam. 

But wher e ■ m ight none divine. 

And it was said, whoe'er should slight 
That ancient wont and mystic rite 

Beyond his twentieth year ; 
Childless and timeless he should fall, 
BeneaUi the ruins of his hall. 

Which none affain should rear. 
But whiles Antieus' heir obey'd 
This 'host, and well his task assay'd. 
His noble house should 'stablish'd be 
In the fair land of Arcadie, 
And his proud name adorn its page 
Of story to remotest age. 
And, now, the la»t protracted day 
Was hastening firom the East away, 
And still the wonted course I wot 
Was, that unto a lonely spot. 
An ancient Knight the heir should lead, 
Full-arm'd, and mounted on his st»«d. 
What time the sun's ansiDg light 
First pierced the darkness of the night. 
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IV. 

Ia Arcadit His June, His June, 

And the blithe birds with merry tune u 

Carol firom every tree ; 
All in that golden world are glad, * * 
Save good Antens, who is sad ' 

As e'er each lord may be : 
For now onto the forest bright 
Have ridden away the Prince and Knight, 

And each looked heavilie. 
And as they reach'd a wild wood brake, 
Beyond a dark and rashy lake, 
The Knight onto his lord thus spake, 

" That desert waits for thee ! — 
(^But ere thou o'er these waters speed. 
Here ranst thou leave thy gallant steed, 

Till thou shalt him reclaim ; 
On this stone cross his rein he slung, 
Thy bugle-horn and shield be hung. 

To tell thy rank and name; 
To call thee when thine hour hath past 
Back to thine home with merry blast. 

In bliss for life to dwell ; « 
But, Oh ! before that fair reward 
Thou wilt have conflict fieroe and hard, 

Young County, — quit thee well ! 

V. 

^'^ Thus stands thy fate: — In elden hours', 
Mankind were on with wondrous powers 

Endow'd their forms to change ; 
To roam the earth in savage pride, 
To spread destruction far and wide. 

And Wehr-wolves wild to range ! 
To feast on blood, and feed on men, 
To make the forest broad their den ; 

And many a minstrdl-lay 
Tells how the woods of Limousin 
With Garoarxmidnight-howlingsrang,] 

Or of Biseiaveret* 

''~- ^ The romance, or iMi du Biiclaveret^ is one of those pre- 
served by Marie of Fraaee, an Anglo-Norman poetess! of the 
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One of thy race^ — whose wizard skill 
fiow'd winds and spirits to his wiU 
In ydnder wilderness when high 
The fiends held wild festivity ,» 
Becante a Wehr-wolf, of such fame 
That Arcadie yet fears his name ! 
But, when the hand of age had shed 
Its hoary frosts upon his head, 
- As swifUy fled his crime-stainM years, 
The thoughts of death awaked his fears, 
And of Yhat place of endless pain 
Which forms the wizard's surest gain. 
Then, with repentant heart and eyes. 
He pourM his prayers unto the skies ^ 
Abjured at once the direful spell 
That seaiM his coyenant with Hell ; 
And Tow'd, though hard might prove the strife, 
To Heaven his yet-remaining life. 

thirteenth century, who collected and copied such minstrel- 
stories of her own times as she knew to be true, and to have 
been formed into lays by the people of Armorica, or Bre* 
tagne. BUclaueret', and Oarwal, or Garicalf^ are the Breton 
and Nprman names for those persons who were periodically 
changed into wolves ; when they became the most ferocious 
and destructive of all the inhabitants of the forests. Marie V- 
tale is of one who suffered by his wife's treachery, after 
having been prevailed upon to intrust her with the secret of 
the place where he deposited his clothes during his trans- 
formation, although^ their discovery and removal would 
'eause him to retain his woIf's shape for life. Some of these 
circumstances are also to be found in the above legend; whicli 
appears to be composed partly of the lay by Marie, and 
putly of a narrative cited in Pliny's Natural History, book 
viii. chap. 22, from Evanthes, a Greek author of r^Oute. 
concerning a sort of doom in a branch of the family of the 
Antsi in Arcadia, in which there was always to be a Wehr- 
wolf, who recovered bis kumttn shape, if during his nine 
years of transformation he could refrain from devouring 
(ieshr The action which the poem recounts, is, however, pf 
much latertime ; since Pliny was destroyed at Herculanemn 
in A. D. 79, and St. Anthony, who is afterward mentioned, 
died in A. D. 356, aged 1Q5. 

Vol. I.— P 
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Thm, for hla wolfiili wufnim^ yqrt, 

A heimit'shaur-clDtli romid buB^rea^4 ^. . 

For wisard'f wand, the cross h« bore, ... 

The iiuuMi-boekrfor unlioly lore ; . 

For fiendish 8ong,his eacared ohioi ,. 

Or pf«jrer-beU« mnked his loqeljr haoQt ; 

Aad his whole lift wes never jet . . 

Equalled by monk or anchoret^ . . 

That e'er in feaance-eell's recess, 

Cbve of the sea, or wildemesa, 

Sought with the direst pains to win . 

Heaven's mercy to a life of sin. 

Well may ye deem the fiends whose powei 

He 'ecaped in that repentant hoor 

Now fierceljr did assail his qavi^ 

And bade him think Heaven could not save ! 

Midnight and morn thej hovered ronhd» .. 

To tempt, to mock^a&ight, confound ; 

And ever, 'midst his warmest prayer, 

Shriek'd in wild tones,— > Despair !— Despair ! 

VI. 

'« 'Twas at this time that fame spake higH 
Of brave and holy Anthony, 

Who, in Mizraim's land 
Affainst a foe more fearful yet 
Than ever mortal warrior met, 

Kept his unyielding stand. 
Who, when the midnight tempest burst 
In demon-hosts and Cbrms accurst. 

And countless as the sand, — 
Withstood them with undaunted look, 
Whom bribes ne'er moved, nor terrors shook. 
- His shield the blessed Gospelobook, 

The holy Cross his brand. 
To him, albeit, 'twas far to roam 
O'er E^pt's deserts to his home. 
Young County, did thy sire, in wo 
For counsel, shrift, and penance, go : 
And the good Saint did more rejoice 
O'er hu repentant tears and voice, — 
Who sought in pilgrim-weeds the road 
That leads from Sathanas to (jlod,— 
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Ttef 1^ di^ n^iftldhi^ pr&Lise to tell, ' 
Or purpled Kmgg Ut seek his cell. 

In brief, thine fuleeitdr wm ihriven, 
Abselved, kiid i^usbar'd of- Heaven $ 
CrossM fUid seht forth fate^ptayerB to aid, 
ThdV^h on hii^Hdnse th^ doom was laidr- 
That the next heir, m tfaie wild land 
Shottld three yeani of leUbptation standi 
Wiiilftthiirdtt^fc foe» -all' arts should use, 
• Another Wehr^wolf to seducer! 
Thus will it prove a fearful strife 
That shall assail thine hermit-life, 
And wiliest foes will seek to win 
By bliss or bale, thine heart to sin : 
But fear thou not, resist each charm, 
Fierce though they seeto, they cannot harm ; 
Whiles thou shalt Watch, resist, and pray, 
Nor seek uncalled fron^ thence to stray. 
But should they triumph l-^tfaen in vain 
Thou lookest towards thinie home again ; 
Farewell unto Antasus' heir. 
Farewell unto thy virtues fair ; 
For both within this forest gloom 
Shall meet their sad and early tomb, 
And thy long line of Princes brave. 
Blasted by thee !-^hall find its graved 

vn. 

As- closiid tlie Xnight, his horto he blew, 
Which on tkr lalfe eall'd fbrth to view 

A boat thariiear'd the side ; 
'Twai mdiBly fiiiiii«^ ef bark I we^, 
But yet BO living w%ht within 

Appear'd ritf eoune to guide ! 
Full MOn was pati^d the fkrewell-word, 
And when Antaras stc^'d aboard 

It was the even-tide. 
Swiftly th^ v«SBel sprang from-shore, 
Butr-thbiig;]! it fookM(%N»med%ht^hot o'er, 
^^ ThefitktAi^tea^'far and wide : 
Iti^Vliflli«g>«vavei iiK^ seemM. to be 
TlMnii«rt««M^y(^i»8welliag sea, 

Which^fiD^tilMrgal^ replied : 
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The wild-wood brake, too, did expand 
Into as fftir a foreat land, 

As erer mortal spied. 
He reached the shorc^at even bright. 
When lusty summer's latest light 
Was flashing on that wondrous bower. 
And gilding greenwood leaf and flower, - 
Where the warm sun with rich delay 
Had touch'd them with the last of day. 

Ay, such those ancient woods have been 
A wild, but yet a goodly scene, 
To those whose fancy would behold 
How the earth look'd in days of old : 
When, o'er those realms where citMfs stand 
Or yellow cornfields crown the land. 
Spread many a fore8t''8 leafy lair 
Shelt'ring the satyr, wolf, and bear; 
As if a sylvan flood had huil'd 
Its deluge over half the world: 
And though their glory long hath past, 
How many mighty reliques last ! 
Preserved for afler^mes to view 
The giant-scenes tbeir. fathers knew. 

vni. 

The golden sun that lately glow'd 
With lustre on the forest-road. 

Soon to his tent retired ; 
The greenwood, which the dusky foldj 
Of mi8t<«nd vapour now enroll'd. 

No more his radiance fired. 
But, as the solemn hours drew nigh* 
Of sDence and obscurity. 

Within that distant wood. 
The County, whilst enough of light 
Was left to guide his roving sight, 

MarkM where a ruin stood. 
The moss and ivy o'er it |prew. 
Where onoe a waiiior's banner flew ; "^ 
Dark wild-flowers wreath'd the windows xound^ 
Where ladye's bower of old was found ; 
lionpr grass had clothed the ample floors 
Which golden arrts cover'd o'er ; ,_ 
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And all t]k»kM)ek!tiwu«kr«iU MUime, 
Had bcNwIl IbMMrtii the flcytftM of Time. 
H» uUMbt^ htm in timi lonely «pot 
To.tlpul tfabriiil^o ancerUin lot ; 
For, tnliii^iit ahmfe,! alike he fonnd 
The aollett'oeiiolr.orlieaUManp gromid. 
And tfae^iRWsBtaftial fame would hail 
Sleep-beet^atadJtrarfMrttin their mail. 
Yetcete the.Cotmtjr courted rest, 
That e*en those ruins might be bleat 
From such as sought in powerful tndn,^ 
With deadliest sin his soul to stain^-^ 
His warrior-hymns and prayers arose 
For strength against his unseen foes. 
And holy echoes round him rung 
As toSaint George these strains he 8ung% 

IX. 

EtiNiNo Rtmn TO Saikt GaOBGI. 

^^ Saint rSoldier! Martyr! — by eai^ name 

Inspired l^y men's or angels* praise ; 
Oh ! let a fellow -warrior claim 
Thine ear unto hiff evening-lays. 
The prayers I breathe, the hymns 1 raise, 

Are rude and brief, but thou know'st well 
E'en though berei%of pnestly phrase, 
in whom the pious heart doth dwell: 

Ave, S^JiCPrfi GflOBoi ! 

Be thou toroightmy patron-guard, 

From aught of iu that liirketh nigh ; 
Nor would my soul thy watch dibcard 
E'en when the morning shines >on high. 
Biy ghostly foes thou- canst descry, 

'Gainst those of earth, this blade 8hall>e 
My best defence and.prampt reply, . 
_ i-et when I stiike^^stnhethou with me : 

AtiV^AIfQTvGfiORGI ! 

P2 
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And now I bend me to that lign 

And symbol of our common lliord. 
The Crom, that decks thy shield diyke^ 
And stands upon ray faithful sword ; t 
Oh ! by that sacred badge afford ^ 
Thine intercessions to my cries. 
And be thoo, Soldier-Saint, adored 
By eyery champion for the skies : 

0«A PBO JfOBIS GSOftGI T' ' 



Whilst thus arose the County's, lay ^ 

Darker and darker grew the day. 

But when he couch 'd his head, 
Unwonted thoughts within his breast 
Seem'd struggling to forbid his rest. 

And sleep ms eyes had fled. 
" 'Tis strange," he cried, **that belted Knight 
Who spurns at ease and soft delight, ~^; 

Whose limbs encased in mail andMsteel 
May seldom gentler vestments feel, 
Whose fare is hard« whose course throughout 
Hath brief repose and constant doubt. 
Should courting want to slumber's bliss 
E'en on a bed so rude as this. 
But when these towers were in their pride 
A fairer couch had they supplied ; 
And then the minstrels would have told 
My coming on their harps of gold ; 
This hall that glow'd with tapers' light. 
And festive board, and goblet bright ; 
Then should my weary limbs have lain] 
On costly furs, till mom again 

Had call'd me to advance 
Into the lists of martial fame, 
Where knights of worth and 'squires of name, 
And many a fair and noble dame, 

H^d praised my gallant lance. 
How fares it now ! these walls surround , 
A lonely spot of forest-ground, 
Still is the merry minstrel-sound, 

And closed the stately dance ! , ^ 
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Their lights are now the pallid gleam 
Of Uie night-planet's flickering heam, 
That tints the walls with lament stream 

Half-fareken and askance ! 
Oh ! if the dead can look upon 
The things of earth, whence- they are gone, > 

Can view their prondegt juIes of stone 
Disdain'd, deserted, and overthrown. 
Nought of their names or actions known,--% 
^ How painful were the' glance ! 

XI. 

^* But fouler spirits rove, I wis, 
In ancient ruin such as this 

With evil purpose still ; 
■ Wailing, perchance, their towers' decay, 
Or, clad in dread or quaint arraj. 
With sceptrerinasqeie and goblin-play, 
^ong-vanish'd scenes again portray. 

And these void chambers fill 
With many a vision of the past, » 

Too wild for truth, too foul to last*; 

Tet, be it good or ill 
Which lingers in t£ese lonely towers, 
Oft to return when darkness lowers. 
And revel through the midnight hours, — 

Here lies a Christian Kniffht 
Who all unchanged can on tnem look, 
Well can the phantom-pageant brook 
Whom fiend nor mortal never shook, 

The foeman nor the sprite. 
Though wizard-ghosts, — of lofty line 
Of Blankenburg and Rodenstein, 
Or Barbaross, whose court is made 
In dark Hercynia's wildest glade, — 
Should rise, as they wfere wont to come 
Ere they departed to the tomb. 
And with their fierce and giant train, 
Should fill these ruin'd haUs again, ' # ^ 

With power to fright, assail, or kill, 
Or gifts to win me to their will, — 
Unmoved such scenes should meet mine eye, 
Uostain'd my soul should them defy 1** 
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xn. 

Ee-MM^d, aad-tiketlie words of power 
That wizard tpeaka'aA iQUnm lio«r> 

W hen at hia oaU af pear 
The if vita of the^artb and douds. 
In Bhioiiig' fioriM' aad legioi^-cxowds, 

And 'e'e» ihe* doad must hear; . 
>So^ In these* nuns^dark and lone. 
Sudden a !8tai^y> palace shone, ^ 

Up flew the lights amain; 
And clad in robes long laid aside^ 
For some more new device of pride, 

In swept a knightly train ! 
And there were mantle, pall, and vair, 
Tissue and velvets rich and fair ; 
With blazonM shidds of chiefs who long 
Were known aUke in fight and song. 
Whose armour flash'd with hues as bright 
As if 'twere mortal steel and light ! 

Thenmark'd AntsBus each warrior round 
A rough and sanguine wolf-skin bound * 
And he who was the chief, I ween, 
Of loftiest height and fiercest mien. 
In voice most fearful thus address'd, 
The vizard crowd that round him press'd. 
" Welcome Arcadia's Wehr-wolves all 
Unto your solenm festival ! 
Rejoice ! lor to your ancient home 
Another mortal Knight hath come ; 
Who questionless doth seek to be 
Admitted of your chivalry ; — 
For it were vain btit to suppose 
He scorns our might, or holds us foes» 
Since not a living wight would dare 
To rush BO madly on despair ;-— 
Therefore being known a soldier tried 
Who stoutly fights and swift can ride, 
Let him approach, and on his knee 
Swear unto us his fealty, 
Then grasp each hardy comrade's hand. 
And thus a gallant Wehr-wolf stand." 
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xm. 

Briefly, but bold, the County cried 
That he that demon-host defied 

In all its powers accurst; 
And, in the streng^ of God, whatever 
The foulest of the band might dare, 
Arm'd with keen' blade and holy prayer 

He fear'd not for the wont. 
Then, with wild cry, that hghted tower 
Was chan^d to midnight's darkest hour. 

And forth their fury burst ! 
But 'twere too fearful and too long. 
To tell in this my hasty song 

How the youns County durst ▼ 

Their wiles and force alike withstand 
Who sought to link him to their band ; 
Whether, as now, they came full gay 
With trump, and masque, and quaint array ; 
Or, when at night with hideous yeU^ 
Like jKTolves they howl'd around his cell ; 
Or, whether, when the tempest roared, 
To shake his faith their legions pourM, 
In quaintest fbrms with wUdest Bcreajiifi 
Thick as the motes in summer's beams :— 
All these he saw umov'd, his prayer ^ 
Rose ever 'midst that wild despair. 
And, till he heard the bugle-strain, 
Unscared, unwon, did he remain. 

XIV. 

But ere we mark that signal-note 
Call on the forest-lake the boat 

Back for Anteus to fare, 
I ween one look must given be 
Unto the Court at Arcadie, 

To learn what passeth there. 
Te would not deem a Prince so good 
As young Antieus might waken reud, ] 

A subject's heart within ; 
But he possess'd a lovely bride, 
From whom to sever much he sigh'd, 

His trial to begin: 
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And there wai one wlio oft Indeoiiglit * 
To win him to her lostfbl thought, 

Tet iieW alight faToor wio. 
Whence her deilK>Mml hed iKmder'd stiO. 
So long the rieeret arts of iU, 



[ deep meena.to a^i. 
The tfane yene had not faSfy fled 
TlMUgh Time with tratired^ingv had sped. 
Whilst that yoini^ bride in sadness sate 
Re^Mlring o'er her County's fiUe ;— - 
For hidden frote her mnst be perforce 
The space and secret of his conrser— 
When; with soft voice, that evil one 
Told her, bow in the woods alone 
Her noble lord was bound to stray. 
Till callM b^ her to come away. 

With raptured eye and joyftil look 
I ween a page's garb she took. 
And tvaeed around'faer vestments sheen 
A sword of temper true and keen 
Then on her palfrey lightly stept, 
Shook hridle'-rein and onward leapt. 
Tin, all tntfiied, by even's light 
The evoss and lake were inll in sight. 
- W^nn^ yfe ween her County^ shield 
She knew m tourney, wood, or field ; 
Well may ye ween she knew his steed. 
Left <m the fbrest-vert to feed ; 
Well may ye* ween -she-tried to wake 
His bugle in thatgreenwood-bri^Ee : 
Ai^l, think not that I speak untrue, 
When I declare such blast she blew, 
That wood'and ceVert echoed round 
The loud wad aU unwonted sound ; 
Though ever, asthersyJvan strain 
Blithely ainiM^ it sank again 
Into a moumfnl note and low, 
As if it prophesied of wo. 
Nay^eeme^aveWaid that with it blent 
Strange Jenrids'otfiAracbih merriment ! 
I ween it might be so, iiiil well, 
But if tis.e6dth I cannot tell. 
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In the greenwood '^p Jttne*.'ti» June,Tv.. ,.- 
But the Blithe blr^s hfLve eew^ihpkUm^t . 

Ab if ftoto every tree ' . 

The foreat-minBtrela ^hftdflodt . , 

Or it were winter wild ancT dread, 

And winds moan'd heavilie : 
There was no sign of li£e Lwot 
'When the horn through that lonely spot 

PourM its-sad Harononie; ^-^ 

But when thejooiiMa .Igaa to wake -- 

A boat upon the forest^lake. .>^ v. ..■ . 

The CoiMil7'8;l|iide.niiKfatae*^. ... 
Swiftly the iideik.tEatte(ned-x»'«r^^ ■. ^^^ 
Swiftly AntflBus sprang to ii4«eev < - - 
Sawbuthitf.owaiieacivuuubello^ v. -^ ' > 
Which no diagiaMe.fiMn hiiDJoovld veil i - - 
Then, as their tears of rapturegus^^d^ - - 
Each to the athoB ^uiolEly .msb'dt 
And, in those l(Midieiidirace8.1e8t, ., . {. - 
Deem'd not what price that bliss-had^eest. 

Iweuld thathnr^andvvoioe might iail 
To leave the rest an untold itale, — .^ . 
Or that I might all else focg^ 
Save their d^ightiwlio Ihua had n^et ;• 
But I mttst;Qttf.my. chords, must sound, - 
Howe'er the words or notes may wouAd, 
Sadly, though truly,. must I tell 
The chance of ^at young damosell 
Who, all unwitting, aummou'd home 
Her lord, ere yet &lfil'd his doom. 
And aided thus his foes .to gain 
A triumph they had sought in vain ! 
From that sad'^hour, Antseus- line 
In Arcadie.hath meldecUpe^ 
And never heir was fi»und to claim . . ■ 
The princedom or t|ie ajicient name ; 
And but this l&y -is lefl to shew 
Their story wondrous, sad, and true. 

For the two lovers, living one 
Hath never since them, look'd upon ; 
But deep, and -ancient lore yet saith. 
That, for the County's spotless faith, 
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They live uid bve from Mrrow free. 
In eome frr lead of Aieadie ; 
Where ell their rirtueSf which on earth 
Had but their budding-hour end birthf 
Are into perfect beauty ^lov.r., 
And vice and time are all unknown I 

Gentlee, Adieu !— M^ Lay ie o*er, 
Tef deem not that thia taJe of yore 

No goodly moral shewa ; 
'Tis like the wise men's speech of old, 
When they were wont their lore to fold 

In talee and faUiauz. 
Both they who hear, and he who singe 
Its strains unto his. trembling strings, 

It may full well employ ; 
One moment more those strains receive 
Ere yet your Minstrel take his leave 

In thankfuUest Envoy. 
The ancient Wisard-prince, who fell 
Into a fetal league with HeU, 

Was he who once did stand 
Full high, till Sathan him overcame, 
And saw him driven in guilt and shame 

From Eden's blessed land. - 
The desert is the world, wherein 
The Almighty sent his racf of sin, 

Against the fiend to fight ; 
And if they quit them well, I wis, 
He calls them to a land of bliss. 

His world of endless light. 
The bugle is the blast of Death, 
The threeiyears' space, man's hour of breath 

And this life's rapid flight. 
Whence may we all triumphant rise 
What time that trumpLshall burst the skies, 

And earth shall vanish quite. 
Now thanks to all who patientlie 
Have listed this rude minstrelsie, — 

Gentles,-^Good Night !M)pod Night ! 
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WfaiM thei iiHiifitrel pecoirated thk kistory, t 
foi^got not tiie words- whiq>ered unto me by thef 
stranger' clerk, and though there was i^cMiiewhat itf 
hi»voiceand.demeanourwhich seemed as if I had 
knAwn them afc»^, yet did I in mine heart wpn« 
der who he might be that gave me sooh wmy 
c<»]iisel;and what n^ght be sonified by his caution. 
Sk)wbeit, though I seemed not specidly to regard 
hun, I vigilantly watched his movements, with 
much impatience lookkigforlHs departure,although 
I knew not well what I^ might expect liierefrom. 

At length, whiles the hst^ning rustieswere in^- 
tent upon the wondroce trie of the minstrel^ die 
wify derk cautiously departed from his fellows 
and went forth ; and when I deemed that I Kiight 
follow him unmarked of those around us> I wanly 
did the like. As I looked abix)ad wMiOut tlie 
hostel, I found that it was a darksome ni^ ; and 
though in summer, was yet blustering with raw 
winds^ for the clouds racked amain over the yeU 
kjfw faceof the waning moon, which was now dim, 
and anon was lighted up with a pale sickly lustre : 
well typifying, as methought, the disturbed estate 
of the retdm at this time. I then gazed around 
me for him who had called me forth, never doubt- 
ins that I shouM find him tarryii^ for me in the 
viUage street, but I saw him not ; whereupon I' 
walked some paces from the hostel, deeming that 
he might have withdrawn Wmself not tobe marked,' 
yet was he nowhere to be found. Not knowing 
what to think of tlus seemiig mockery^ and half 
believing that I had been lured abroad in wanton 
sport to make mirtlji/or the rude hinds within the 
hostel, I fell into somewhat of a ^len musing 

Vol. L— Q 
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thereupon, and was about to return again, when 
one wnom I had not before marked, suddenly 
started out of that part where the darkness was 
deepest, and with his hands made sign unto me 
that I should be silent and so forward*; pointing 
unto a distant and lonely littfe cottage on a hea^^ 
where he briefly told me I should find a friend 
who did fiill anxiously await my coming, and forth- 
with departed without farther . speech. 

For some brief space I vainly looked after him, 
and then, much doubting the truth of his words, 
and sadly musing on mine own uncertain safety, 
I wandered forward, not marking whither I went, 
untit I found me at the door of the very hut 
whereto he had pointed ; through the half-closed 
vnndow of which a pale ray of Ught, as of a single 
taper, gleamed mournfully across ; the heath. 
Upon thus finding myself at the appointed spot, 
{«d and hopeless though it seemed, I smote gently 
upon the/ door, but answer came none : I then 
struck it a second time, but all was still silent ; 
whereupon I essayed to open it, and, as it gave 
way beneath my hand, I soon found me within 
the lone and melancholy dwelling. Sad, and 
rude, and silent, was the scene which I did then 
behold ; the walls of the hut being coarsely framed 
of th^ wattled trunks of trees, plastered with 
rough earth and damp clay, whiles the mean and 
scanty furniture lay disordered around. The 
solitary light I had luready marked, threw a pallid 
and uncertain gleam about the hovel, but fell 
chiefly upon a narrow bed of straw laid in the 
midst thereof,upon which was stretched out a dead 
corse, having its feet towards the door, and 
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• 

covered with a white sheet. At the head, where 
the shade was deepest, it seemed unto me aB if 
there sat upon the ground a man in black gai^- 
ments, his face bowed between his knees and 
covered with his hands, as if borne down with the 
heaviest sorrow ; yet did I greatly marvel what 
manner of persons these might be, seeing that in all 
their exequies there was no sign of the Uessed 
cross to show that the departed spirit had taken 
its flight in the true faith. As I suddenly came in 
sistit of this most solemn scene, I started soine- 
what backward, and deeming myself to be alto- 
gether unwelcome in that place, was minded 
quickly to depart therefrom ; when he who sat fti 
-the farther part of the hut suddenly looked up- 
wards, as mine approach brake in upon the silence 
^of his sorrows, and as he * beheld me he hastily 
stretched out Ms arms towards me and said;-a* 
^' Oh ! son of mine adoption, is it from me that 
thou wouldest fly ? Knowest thou not then die 
form of him who hath desired again to embrace 
thee, and the voice that would bid thee welcome, 
even in the house of mourning and the hour of 
death?" 

Every thought of treachery now vanished, as 
in these words I recognised the well-known voice 
of my former humane protector, Israel of Cas- 
tile ; and there wanted no other assurance that 
for me there was no danger in that place. I 
therefore sprang forward unto him, and ere I 
could reply he threw his arms around me and 
wept aloud, whiles he thus gave speech unto the 
emotioqs of his soul. — ^** Oh ! my son, thou art 
returned unto me in hapless hour ; and yet, even 
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in ibe <verj deptfis of my sorrow, do I rqoice 
puce jo^or^ to behold thy £ftce, since thou weit 
.ever unto me as i^ sunbeam on my dreary waste 
of life) and' as a welLn>ring flowing mthe wildeF- 
|ies9« Whither hast thou so long wandered, and 
mhi&re iutve thj sojoumings beeneven until now ? 
I hwe suffered much because of tiiee, albeit my 
fioiiow hath been deepest for tbat I knew not cif 
tfiy iatef «nd whether tboa wast in the dark grave 
fir yet in the land q£ living men ; since to sustaki 
ibf fcmlht was a^ace imtomiBe^ld age and « 
blessiqg unto my gray hairs." 

^ Slpeak not tnus,'' «e{died l» with much sonrow, 
**1 pray tbee, fioad brael* i^ak acA thus, nnce 
0«ery ^word of Eindnsss bears with it 4he keenest 
ireficoaQhes unto £0^^ flooL ¥«i^» indeed, sustained 
«ie with a tee and ojpen bounty, wUch I tmat 
Ihaft lieaiFmwiUfet i^quitei but I must faatie 
«N)eined a thankless iii^rote in your eyes, to faerie 
liargeflten even &f an hour the pious charily^ 
mm, who adswisteiFed unto my wants with an 
Wflpariog bandi howevw ks liberality ZBoght be 
felt upon his mbstaaoe." 

** Felt it was never," exclaimed Israel, " for as 
Ike widow of Zar»^ath found her stores unles< 
lEiened 1^ the aid wnicfa she bestowed upon the 
Jboly maoi^et, because the God of Elijah did stiU 
ke^ iiw Iktle onnse of oil from failing, and faer 
tiandfol of meal fitmi wasting, — so did ray poor 
aubstaaee remain undiminifili^ whiles thou west 
mth aae ; as if heaven had given me a blessing 
Ibr having minist^^ unto tSee, and overcome 
tbe temptatk>ns which the «nemy avtrakened in 
WM bettt agaiast diee, B\A now, my son " coih^ 
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Cinued the Hebrew with a sudden burst of sorrow; 
** I may take up my complaint with the mournful 
son of Hilkiah, and say, ' I am the man that hatb 
seen affliction by the rod- of His wrath;'* yea, 
that which I was afraid of hath indeed come unto 
me.' ' Oh I that I were as in months past, as in 
the days when God preserved me.' For from 
the sad hour when thou didst depart from me, 
sorrows came in upon me as the wild breaking of 
waters, and my welfare passed away as a cloudv 
But now, sit thee down beside me, my son, even 
as the friends of Job sat down with him iii his 
affliction, and let us raise up the voice of our 
mourning together, for the dead one which lieth 
before thee is Naomi, that blessed woman, and 
the beloved of my soul P 

I heard this with no little surprise and sorrow, 
and silently seated me beside him, whereupon the- 
Jew seemed to take^ a mournful kind of^ joy in- 
speaking unto me of the virtues and piety of his 
departed spouse, telling me many excellent pas* 
sages of her life, and specially of her benevolence 
and afiection unto myself New tears began to* 
course dovim the hapless Hebrew's cheeks whilst- 
he recounted unto me the causes that led unto her 
death, in the wild and fierce persecutions whereby 
they had been so long assailed, and which had 
been afresh kindled against them at Leicester. 
These, blent with sorrow for my loss, at last 
braJke the heart of her, who had yearned over me 
like a tender mother; and whose spirit on that 
morning had quitted the flesh, after having been so 
tong drooping over the grave. I can, even now^ 
^^arcely spedc of this moumfiil scene, albeit h 

Q3 
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low spaiee of yesn bath fled aooe I beheld il, 
aMOUAgefaathbrcNU|htiiie unto the eonfiaesof 
lifii,'¥7heTO TiRie and Eteniity have their meetuig* 
dace. The veiy thou^ of it stall awakens the- 
keenest afihction within my hreast, yet truth and 
gratiUide do alike bid me» never to m^get the pious 
ami generous fiiend of my nnfiiendra yoi^rtn. 

As I sat by Israel in the posture <tf moiumkig 
prQy>er unto the Jewish faith, he iold me that Nar 
cnu had made a most blessed ending, duly re- 
peating all the prayers ordained for such as are in 
their last hours ; but as it now drew ni^ unto 
midnight, and the Hebrew law did require that 
the corse should be sepultured within the twenty- 
four hours after death, — ^he did entreat me to 
watch beside the body whilst he went fortfi to 
prepare her grave ; for that he would fain bury it 
m darkness, that it might be according to the 
rites of his fathers. He conjured me to do this» 
saying that the spirit of her who lay there was 
even then hovering around us, and would know 
^ that was done for her until the last spade of 
earth should be thrown upon the body. He 
added thereunto, that she would be consoled by 
the ministration of so beloved a friend as myself; 
and cautioned me to watch warily, lest the earth- 
worm and creeping-thing should approach unto 
that body to deface it, because death had taken 
bom its features the godly likeness to its Crea- 
tor, wluch in life causeth the beasts of the earth 
to be subject igato man. He then wait finth 
to ^perform his melancholy task, and I sat me 
downl9y4he corse, pitying his blmded siurit, and 
sad at heart both for the liviqg and the dead. 
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Howfaeit, when I reoDeniberod tfie gentlenear^ 
viituei and piety of the departed, insomuch as it 
liad been gi^en her to knofw, I feh great hope of 
Ike mercy of God towards her; ami, attboogh it 
was with a trembling roice and doubtfid heiut, I 
said orerthe body that collect which die Christian 
dnu^h hath appointed for the day of death or 
burial: prajrin^ that she vAo was now called 
hence might not be forgotten for ever, but might 
be-dehvered from the enemy, received by the 
aogels, and carried into paradise. 

As I concluded, the Jew returned, bearing a 
lanterin, a spade, and a little linen cloth, enwrq>- 
pii^, as he said, some of the earth of the land of 
Israel, to put beneath the head of the conie, for 
its protection ; and thereupon removing the sheet 
from the body, he entreated of me to bear it unto 
the grave. It was clothed in a long white gar- 
ment, the feet being covered, and the head bound 
up with a cloth, yet so that the face was open ; and 
saving that the seal of death was there, and that 
sorrow had made its features sad and sunken, the 
good Naomi lay as though she had dept and 
smiled : so calm, so beauteous, are the looks of 
the virtuous in death. It was such a nisht as I 
have before noted, when Israel and myself went 
silently forth of the hovel into a narrow and deso- 
late garden, at the farther end of which he had 
dug his wife's low grave, in imitation of the old 
Jewish custom of burying in such solitary places. 
Before we laid the body gentiy therein, it was 
again stretched out upon the ground, and Israel 
approaching it took hold of the feet thereof, and ^ 
prayed the deceased to foigive him if he had in 
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aught offended her whiles on'earth, and not to 
report evil against him in the next world: follow- 
ing this by stabbing the right side of his gaber- 
dine with a knife, and then rending it about an 
hand breadth in length, sajring '^ Ble^d art Thou^ 
O Lord our God, King of the Universe ! who 
hast commanded us to make the rent in our gar* 
ments." After this we lowered the body of Nao- 
mi to its last resting-place, and the widowed Jew 
thrice casting upon it a spadeful of earth, walked 
backwards from the grave, and entreated of me 
to finidh the filling of it up. . 

As these melancholy rites were ended, the 
dark and windy night resolved itself into a still 
and ffentle shower, which fell lightly upon the 
turf that covered Naomi of Castile, as it were the 
rich dews of Hennon shed upon her remsdns. . In 
quitting the garden, Israel plucked a turf of grass, 
and casting it over his head, said, in token of his 
trust that she should rise again, " And they shall 
spring in the cities as the grass in the earth -^ and 
then, entering the house, he left the body of his 
beloved spouse to rest in peace imtil the morning 
of the resurre<Aion. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE HIDINQ-PLACli W A FtrcOTlVS VOKXIST. 

iBlfred, seeing fail enbjectB fly, the •namy m. the midit of 
2iis coontry, and no means left ofther to unite or eoHcit the 
few that reiDflkined iinto him, being forced to give way unto 
the ra^e of fortune and comply with it, lays aside all king^ 
state and rshow of heing Prince, and, taking the disguise ot 
•n obscure and common a^dier, conomt^ himsctf and hi* 
safety to— ^«concealment so sure, as that neither subjects 
nor enemies knowing what was become of him, kis substanot 
in "eTery place became a- common pr^. 

It altogether nupasfletib my poor skill, to set 
down die tears of Israel or mine o^vm sorrow, m 
doing these sad exequies for the good Naomi, or 
to retnendber all the rites of the Hebre\v^8 seven 
days' moumiiig ; wherein he said his taper should 
be kept burning day and ni^t, with water and a 
cloth for the departed spirit to retain and wasii^ 
When he had sepultured the corse^ and returned 
unto the cottage, we partook of some food toge* 
tfaer, and Israel inquired of my fortunes since 
we had separated ; whereupon I told him how i 
knew all too late of his druet persecutions, for 
the which I had fdt much sorrow and the deepest 
remorse, wii^n I found that my truant folfy^ and 
thou^tless delay had brou^ rnidi woes upon hia 
defenceless head. Hiese, I added withu^ had 
been caused by my sudden encounter with Sir 



yGoogk 



190 LAST OF THE PI.ANTAOEN1ST8. 

Gilbert De Mountford, then constable of Leices- 
ter Castle : albeit he had since left the usurping 
Eari of Richmond, and had again become a de- 
fender of the hoyse of Yoric. 

^'Go to,** replied Israel, with somewhat of 
mournful anger in his voice, '^ this is neither time 
nor place for speaking of such words ; and, as 
touching thine own safety, had thy speech been 
heard by those from whom I have now withdrawn 
thee, they would not be slow to lay violent hands 
upon thee as an enemjr to. the king. TeU me, 
then, of this hereafter in a safer place, but be 
silent upon it now as the very walls around us or 
the earth beneath : for, as the wise mlui saith, ^a 
bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that 
which hath wings shall tell the matter/ *• 
. Yielding me unto his prudent admonitions, I 
held my peaces and he thereupon continued to 
tell me that when he was pi^t forth from his dwell- 
ing, he took with him whar'little of his substance 
he might, and sought to pursue his wonted labours 
in another part of the realm. When the friends 
of the house of Yoit arose in arms, he found 
them ready to traffic with him ; but yet, although 
he was courted by more than one of their leaders, 
he had never sought to appear as openly engaged 
with them, and they also held their commerce 
with him in secret, lest the name of ah unhallowed 
Jew should bring dishonour upon their, cause. 
Howbeit, in their neglect and his own caution, 
did he find his safety when their hopes were laid 
low by that mqpt fatal defeat at Stoke, whereof I 
have already i^ken : since, in his garb of a ped- 
ler, he passed unnoted with the boisterous parti- 
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iahfe of Harry Tudor, who were met in the hostel 
at Elveston, and so had beheld my arrival with 
the carrier. It would have been but to have ex- 
posed himself to danger and contumely, and me 
to great hazard, had he then accosted me, which 
he would in nowise risk ; whereupon he prayed 
the careless clerk to draw me forth out of that 
perilous place, and take from me such papers as 
might witness against me. This he did, b^g 
Israel's debtor, and so not unwilling to do him a 
benefit ; and truly the Hebrew's heart yearned 
6ver me, notwithstanding my seeming desertion 
of him, and he sought again to olSer me the best 
of his succour and counsel. 

Touched by this new mark of his benevolence 
towards me, whatever fear or doubt had hereto- 
fore withheld me from declaring my birth unto 
him, I lAight now no longer conceal from so true 
a friend the real estate of that tmhappy vright 
whom he had so readily aided. Great, in truth, 
was his wonder, to learn that he whom he had 
been the means of preserving froni death was the 
son of a king! yet may I not say that such dis- 
closure made him more kind unto me; albeit 
when he thought upon mine altered fortunes, 
livelier compassion could not be manifested, than 
he showed unto my lofty birth and present dis- 
tresses. For, in truth, even in the very midst of 
his own sorrows was he desirous of soothing mine, 
and would not see me cast down; remindmg me 
that I was still but young, and that the ever-roll- 
ing wheel of fortune might soon raise me from 
my present abasement. Yea, the better yet to 
sustain me, he brought unto my memory divert 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



193 LAST OF THE vhAimLvmnsm, 

exBinplea set forth in the holy books» showing that 
it hadi ever been the ^oiidiK>ua way of the ever- 
tasting King of the Universe, that he who was 
now cast down might hope ere long to be Med 
vf ^fpin ; as ccmtrahwise he who was exalted 
unto the very sunmiit of greatness should remem- 
ber, that he might ftJl fix>m the steep rock of 
pride into the very depths of lowliness. Thus, 
9Bid he, the holy David rose fix>m being a keeper 
of sheep to be the monarch of a great nation ; 
and so did the proud Nebuchadnezzar from being 
king over mighty Babylon, come to be an outcast 
irom man, aiul made like unto the beasts of the 
field Therefore he again willed me to be of 
gDod cheer, even recalling unto my mind how 
*^the Nazarite,"-— for so named he the divine Sa- 
viour of man, whom I adored, and whom he, 
albeit he shared not in the benefits of the Chris- 
tian faith, could not but admire, — ^had most wisely 
taught that the meek spirit was blessed^ and 
dK)uld verily possess the earth ; that the proud of 
heart should fiill surely be cast down ; and that 
whilst the ungodljy great should look for a fall, 
the virtuous gf lowly mind might hope to be ex- 
alted. 

The suddenness of my meeting with the good 
Israel, the moumfiil duties wherein we had been 
engaced, and this discourse vtrhich followed them, 
had thrown me into no small disorder, and caused 
me for a while to foi^et those letters taken from 
me at the hostel, which I had brought: from Lon- 
don, as commendations unto the favour of men 
who had no bnger safety for themselves. This I 
J>rthwith told unlo the Jew, desuring his counsel, 
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. «xd adding that p^Etshanee, by len^^ 
. I OQ^t bring him into new hazank, sdnce die 
misBiTea of wUch I qiake, were secretly «d- 
. dressed unto divers persons most mifiiendly to 
the State, or at the least unto him who was at the 
head thereof. Howbeit, in this matter my fean 
were vain, for, as I afore said, the Hebrew's care 
for my s^ety had specially chaiged the clerk at the 
hostel to take from me any papers which might 
pat me in aimht of danger ; and on telling me of 
this Israel of Castile restored unto me the pac- 
qiKt I now looked mon it with much sadness, 
as I recalled the firiendiy confidence wherewith it 
had been given, and mine ovm wild yet cheering 
hopes on me receipt thereof. It was superscribed 
with the name of the Lord Lovel, udot the 
which I could not help noting that the glance of 
the Hebrew rested with mudi curiosity and de- 
we, as mine did with unfei^ed sorrow and dig* 
appointment -He then incjuu^ of me touchi]^ 
that letter, whereto I replied with all frankness, 
that I had trusted to have delivered it unto the 
noble Lord himself; at the same tiipe lamenting 
the hapless defeat wherein he and so many brave 
peers had been overthrown* 

Unto this Israel replied, that I ought not too 
rashly to despair, since, though much had in truth 
Med, all was not lost ; and that it might yet be 
mine to deliver the letters for Lord Lovel into hi^ 
own hands, and to converse with him : if not so 
hopefiilly indeed as I had once looked foi^yet, 
perchance, as freely as heart could desire. Tiien 
jremembered I the discourse in the hostel touching 
that Lord's supposed concealment, thou^ still 

Vou I.— R 
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hJB speech catned me to vrooddr much, and to 
inqum of him Why he believed that we misht 
3ret meet. The Hebrew answered unto this by 
telliv me tfiat he had ]od£ been well known unto 
the £ord Lovel, who had more than once be- 
friended him with King Richard, and that after 
his hasty retreat from the fight at Stoke, Israel had 
advised with him tonchii^ms hiding-place; for he 
was right glad to declare unto me that he had not 
fUIen upon the field, the report of his death and 
drowning beinff only a cunning device to turn 
aside pursuit. Farther than tMs, too, he told me 
that m lay concealed not for from that cottage,^ 
and tint, perchance, in the coming night we might 
visit him together. **For albeit,'' s3ded te, "it 
is virritten in the laws of our faith, that he wha 
mourns over his dead, shall not go forth of his 
house for seven days, yet are we as strangers in a 
strange land, wherein the laws of Moses are set 
at nought, and the children of the covenant per- 
secuted for obeying them. Wherefore our Rab- 
bies do suffer us to perform only that which wo- 
may, until the restoration of all things ; when we 
shall return triumphant unto Canaan, when the 
Temple shall be re-edified in all its glory, and 
when the daily sacrifice shall be offered again." 

We now essayed to take same rest during the 
l»rief spade tvhich it wanted until momii^, and I 
continued vrith the Jew in close hiding trough- 
out the day which followed; wherein ne ceased 
not to speak words of comfort unto me, even in 
ihe midst of his ovm sorrow. Yet didhevnsely cau- 
tion me against hoping aught from the Lord tovel, 
and even against looking to find Jum that which he 
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«nce had been ; for, albeit he said it was tme. 
thai he $^ lived, yet was he shorn of ^ his great* 
fiess, and in siich altered plight that even a pea- 
sant mighl ha^e compassionated him, into so sor* 
cowful an estate had he now iallea Sooth to 
«ay, he was, as it were, little better than one 
dead, since he had been fain to avail him of the 
rumour qpnread abroad that he been drowned in 
attempting to swim his horse over Trent, where* 
upon nis possessions had been seized, and gtven 
unto others ; and not to deny this reportf-Hmto 
which it did much concern him that credence 
should be ffivenr— he was fijU cautious of bek^ 
seen by eimer friend or foe, who, out of love or 
mahce, might make it known that he was yet in 
life. Howbeit, having encountered Israel when 
he first escc^ied from the river wherein he was 
deemed to have been lost, of him alone be asked* 
fud, and him only did he intrust with the know- 
lec^ of his hidinff-place. But not even unto ipe 
would the faithful Hebrew reveal the very spot 
thereof until he had first learned from the Lcurd Lo- 
vel himself that such disclosure should not mislike 
him ; since Israel declared, that as he dared not 
unbidden take a strapper unto him when he was a 
powerful noble, he h^d it to be baseness so to* 
deal with him when he was such bo longer. 

After having thus spoken, he left lue in the oot* 
taff^ (or some hours uone, not disckMong unto me 
whither he went, but desiring of me to await his 
return ; the which was not until^nigtit had again 
overclouded the skies. But when he at length 
came back^ he told me that I nuist the same hour 
go forth with him unto the Lord Lovely who from 
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hifl report, did desire to behold me with much im- 
patieDoe ; whereupon I declared my readiness to 
follow ym. 

The night, like that wherein we buried Naomi« 
was chill with wind and diower, and fiill dark and 
murky, because the moon, then far in her wane« 
had not yet arisen ; which, as methougfat, did well 
image out the sudden and unlooked*for btight, 
that had fidlen upon the cause and followers of 
the house of YonL We journeyed across divers 
fields, wild and pathless, lyin^ northward from 
Elveston, and over the fatal plain near East-Stoke« 
yet marked by many signs of the late battle ; 
often makii^ our wbv through hedges which 
seemed as if lately broken; as thou^ the Jew 
had meant by this rugged and uncertain road, the 
better to guard the safety of him whose life was 
now in his keeping. At length we turned into a 
deep and narrow lane, leading downwards vnth 
a very steep descent, cut, or worn, through lofty 
banks, overhung by*ancient trees, between which 
the night-winds si^ied with a moumftd sound* 
From the chillness of the air in this place, me- 
thought it led to some broad water, the noise 
Whereof I presently heard; concerning which I 
inquired of my conductor, who told me that we 
were now upon the banks of Trent river, near 
Fiskerton-Ferry, and the hiding-place of him 
whom we came to seek. He added, moreover, 
that of all the sad sights which I had ever then 
looked upon, this which he was about to show 
me was the saddest. ^ Thou hast seen," said he, 
" greatness in sorrow and royalty in death ; but it 
now jemaineth'for thee to behokl a proud noble 
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aodd stout sddier in the dark days of his life, and, 
like the pixMihel Jonahs a Uving man plunged into 
(he belly of the grave.'' 

As hie £^ake we approached unto the river, 
where a little ferry-boat was lying fastened to the 
isbore, the which such traveUers as came that wild 
pood, crossed in to the other side, and left there 
at the ferry keeper's abode. When we had 
passed over, and had again chained the rude 
barque unto the bank, we landed in another deep 
«nd narrow way like unto that we had quitted, 
along the which having passed for some time in 
colence^ Israel suddenly turned aside into a hollow 
still more strait and steep, seeming but like a wa- 
ter-course, worn by the wintry rains when they 
rushed downwards from the lu^ banks unto the 
liver. When we had entered it, which we did 
skigly because of its extreme narrownessr— I saw 
«faint q[>ark of light as of a gk>w-w<Mrm, seeming 
to be upon the grass beneath me *, thoi]^ as we 
continued to descend it grew larger, and flickered 
upon the wet leaves which hun^ all around us. 
Then the Jew, silently sliding himself down into 
an ppenii^ which I now first noted, beckoned 
unto me to do the like ; whereupon I cautiously 
fdkiwed him, though not with care enow, since 
my feet slipping frcmi me on the wet weeds, I fell 
to the bottom thereof at once. He turned to- 
wards me to reprove my rash haste, but finding 
me prostrate, said nought until he had aided me to 
rise, when in a low v<»ce he pointed out to me 
vHie seemingly much wounded, in rich, tbouj^ 
tattered raiment, utting in a drearv cave by a 
Tittle fire, having his arms folded and his wan sad 
R2 
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visiifle turned upward, as if reigned to and awaiC«i 
i^g we stroke of death. As I gazed upc«i this so- 
lemn sight, I shuddered and drew in my breath 
with dread and l^iror ; whilst the Jew, to cause 
me at once to know him on whom I then looked, 
as well as to notify our presence unto the sad in- 
habitant of *the cave, excbaned in a hollow tone« 
^son of King Richard, behold the hapless, but 
good Lord Lovel T 

Upon hearing his voice the fallen noble started 
to his feet and seeming to grasp some weapon 
which lay near him, cr^ out, ^ Ha I discovered 
at last ! then wiU I not die alone T but as he 
looked earnestly towards those who had so sud« 
denly broken in upon his hiding-place, he recog- 
nised the features of the Hebrew, and continu^ 
^ What, my faithfiil Israel, is it thou? then have 
I nought to fear ; though from your sudden and 
silent coming I had half deemed that ye were 
foes, and ihaX the hour of Lovel's death was 
indeed at hand, since the blood-hounds of Lancas- 
ter had tracked him to his den." 

« Nay, my good lord,** answered the Hebrew, 
" be such evil far finom thee ; thy servant came 
hither but to perform the promise which erewhile 
he made, to return before daybreak, and bring 
with him the youth whom it was your pleasure to 
see : the son of a royal Plantagenet T 

Then did the good lord Lovel receive me with 
much gladness, and as he grasped my hand with 
kindly pressure, I felt a warm tear faQ upon it 
from his sorrowful and aged eyes. In sowi the 
moment was fidl sad, yet was it sweet unto me 
to find myself thus greeted by one ^ho ever 
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dtood high in the farour of King Rid)ard» being 
his most noble friend and inaKaht foUower. I can 
now remember nothing as to the manner wherein 
I did accost the Lord Lovel, or give him thank? 
for his courtesy unto me : yet is it of little import, 
since I have ever found m all passages ot my 
life, that when the heiiit' hath been most ftdl, the 
wit hath been fettered in thought, and the speech 
enchained in utterance ; and that oftentimes, 
when my mind hath been most eloquent, my 
tongue and words have rested perversely mute. 
Howbeit, though such I dare well say was the 
truth at this time, yet did the hscpless noble gladly 
overpass my lack of courtesy; joying on any 
terms to meet with a true relique oir the house of 
York, and specially of that sovereign whom he 
had ever found so gracious. When I delivered 
into his hand the letters from Master St. Leger, 
whereof I speedily bethou^t me, he read them 
with much care, sadly shakmg his head as he con- 
cluded, and saying that he who had given me 
such commendations into his favour, little deemed 
how worthless they should prove; for that I 
might now note but all too plamly that he was in 
greater want of protection ttian even myself. He 
added thereto, tnat albeit by the aid of the good 
Israel he had not yet wanted daily food, yet, by 
reason of his advanced years, and having been 
long wonted to command the attendance of many 
servitors, he felt him but ill at ease in that moum- 
fiil solitude. 

After we had much discoursed of these, and 
divers other matters, he declared it to be his wish 
that I would abide with him for some few days ; 



yGoogk 



:iOO LikST OP THE n4A]ITAOENBT8* 

and when I consented thereto, he testified mt^ch 
thankfiibiess for what he tenned my lowly cour- 
tesy. Howbeity unto me it seemed that although 
I was iiKleed of royal birth, I sto<^)ed not much 
herein; seeing that I lacked concealment little 
less than he, and knew not where to find a se- 
curer hiding-f>laoe. In good sooth, too, I had be- • 
gun to be somewhat aweary of the world, since 
disappointment had opened mine eyes unto its de- 
ceits and sorrows ; the vihkk I was no longer to 
learn are ever the portion of mortal man. The 
unsuspended doom given f<Hth against him, what 
time his progenitors were expulsed finom the 
blessed land of Eden, still {Hresseth heavily i^n 
every one that is bom of woman ; and he who 
depicts unto himself unclouded happiness on earth, 
or deems that he can subdue the agitations and 
sudden changes of this life, — ^might as wisely 
look for substance in a vapour, Imild his house 
upon the sand, or seek to bridle in the waves df 
the ever-rolling waters. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE fugitive's ESCAPE TO HIS HOHE* 

**Oh: where are ye goinr, Lord Lovel ? 

My deftiest tell to me;'* 
^ Oh ! I am going a far journey. 

My own countrie to see.** j 

AifcnifT Ballad of Loan Loyel. 

Now loud and chill blew the westlin winds, 

Sair beat the heavy ahower ; 
Mirk grew the night ere Hardyknute 

Wan near his stately tower. 
His tower that used wi' torches blase 

To shine see far and wide, 
Seem'd now as black as mourning ween, — 

Nae marvel sair he sighM, 

Fkaohbrt of Hakdyknute. ' 

It was fiill quickly concluded in our brief and 
scanty councSy that all things touching myself 
should be according to the Lord Loyel^ desire. 
Thereupon the Hebrew departed from us whiles 
it was yet dark, promising to visit us again after 
the close of the next day, with such provisions as 
he might best furnish for our comfort and susten- 
tation ; but I continued in the cavern with, the fu- 
gitive lord, and in free and familiar converse upon 
our past hopes and present sorrows, we whded 
away the mournful thou^ not wearisome night. 
Right glad, indeed, was that noble viscdount, once 
more to have near him one with whom he might 
hold his wonted discourse, and who might part&o 
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with him of the occupatjbns of that concealment ; 
for, bred as he had been in stately castle and camp 
of war ; he knew but little, and could brook less, 
how to perform them for himself. In truth, I 
pitied him for this, deeming it a full sad matter to 
see so ffreat a noble, so entirely dependent upon 
others for almost all which might bestow comfort, 
or calm his troubled i^irit in adversity. At such 
times, also, I often blessed mine own lowly rear^ 
ing in the monastery of Ely ; the which, by ever 
constraining me to be mme own servitor, had 
caused me, although a king's son, to know fewer 
wants, aod to have greater aptness in administer- 
ing unto them, than he who was now my co^> 
panion : whom, indeed, until this time, the witless 
multitude had looked upon with much en^, as the 
very minion of good fortune and prosperity. 

m the closeness of our intercourse, but little 
time was wanting to cause our sudden acauaint- 
ance to become as firm and compacted a friend- 
fihip^ as might well stand between an aged man 
like the Loni Level, and such a youth b& myself. 
We led a wearisome and unbrdien life, mariced' 
only by the Inief nightly visits of the faithful 
Israel, who brought us such supplies as he might 
best provide us withal, and hastier departed again 
before the day broke. The cavern itself too, was 
a narrow and dreary abode, though its cureless 
evils were lightly regarded by me when I saw 
how impatiently they were b^e by him with 
whom I sojourned. For, albeit, he knew well 
what matter of concern it was that he should stpl 
keep hiffl in close hiding, he endured the restriuit^ 
thereof with a restless and wayward spirit. 
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When the summer storms beat in upon us from 
the mouth of our cave, and the drenching rains 
made divers^ creeping things of the earth crawl 
forth into our view, then would he shrink from 
the si^ht thereof like one aghast, and appeal half 
iranticly to the God of nature, if it were fitting 
that the noblest beings of His creation whom he 
had stamped with His own image, should be 
prisoned m a loathsome vault, there to grovel 
with the trailing earth-worm, the newt, and the 
adder. At such times I have ui^ed v^at con- 
siderations I might to sooth him, sSyeity my weak 
speech could not bring back unto contantment 
one whom calamity had so shrewdly dealt withal. 
Yet mi^ht I well note that he wished me not to 
think him thus unmanly, for that he would tell 
me how he had never shrunken from toil or dan- 
ger either in the march or the battle-field, when 
he would partake of the coarsest food, and sleep 
on the haixlest couch of the rudest soldier with- 
out complaint; but to be thus mewed up in a 
damp den, vrithout power to resist his misery, or 
hope to cheer it, seemed unto him not less disho- 
nourable than sorrowful, and his heart died within 
turn to endure it. 

To look back unto those days of warlike daring, 
and to speak of his own prowess therein, and the 
valorous acts of such as aforetime he had fourfit 
withal, formed almost the only matter of dis- 
course wherein he now seemed to tdke aught of 
delist. But of these he would speak much and 
freely; and sometimes grew so inspirited in 
recounting them, that he seemed almost to have 
Ibrgotten his sorrows. He told me how, some 
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five yean rast, he had marched into Scotlaod, 
with KingEdward's army, under my father, wfa^ 
was then Duke of Gloucester : how lie had fought 
for Imn at Bosworth-field^ and cm his sad death 
and the defeat of the Yorkists there, how he 
escaped and was as now, liviqg under close hiding, 
until at last he got away beyond the seas, unto 
the Dutchess of Burmnc^: how he returned 
thence with the Earl oT Lincoln, and divers others 
to support Lambert SimneH against Harry Tudor, 
as one way of working their own revenge : and, 
finally, he told^me, in warlike speech, albeit with 
heavy cheer, how the late battle of Stoke was 
lost and won. 

** Ye might well mark the place of fight, good 
Richard," said he, " as ye came hither, lying a laige 
mile out of Newark on the south, aiul our host 
stood on the brow of the hill ; a well-avised post 
in truth, and counselled to Lord Lincoln by the 
brave Almaine leader, Martin Schwartz, who left 
his body on the field like many other stout sol- 
diers. Harry Tudor^s battle was parted into 
three, whereof the vaward, led by the Earl of 
Oxford, had the best of his power : and this we 
encountered about nine of the clock on a fair 
June morning. I wot well, that more than once 
Harry felt his crown shake upon his head ; but in 
brief, God would have it so, that after some three 
hours' hard fighting, Lincoln and Geradine were 
slain, beside four thousand stout hearts of English, 
Dutch,andlrisb, the which was full half of our^st 
Howbeit, even on the losing side, may God so 
s|)eed me I as I never looked on a better foughten 
fleM ; for those same Almaines battled and died 
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tte veiy lions, and the fierce Iridi, wkb no 
other defence than their mantlefl, and no other 
arms Ihan their -riLean-knives ai|d darts, did and 
dared more, than maj^ who were clothed in gay 
armour of ^roof and 'carried better weapons. 
But ail might not do against sn out-nqmbenng 
force and mounted men-at-arms ; and so aH th^t 
our fxywer could show w^ how to die bravely 
and sink with our lost enterprise. For myself, I 
quitted not the field until I saw the bestof my fel- 
lows and followers lying dead ^around me, ^d 
dien putting n>urs to Wmterose, the brave steed, 
as if W heS known his master's hazard, gave a 
noble bound from the field, and galbped forwards 
over hill and plain towaixls Trent; where the 
hollow way to Friskerton-Ferry was runniiie 
down with blood, as fiiQ and fast as ever it did 
with rain in the spring-time. On we dashed into 
the river, swollen as it then was, when, just as we 
had reached the steep bajdcs on this side, my poor 
wounded horse, throwii^ out aB his strength to 
leap upon them, found his life fail him, and reeled 
backwards dead into the waters I I sank 'with 
him as ye may well guess, which perchance caused 
the frieiodly report that I was drowned, diat bath 
ennce proved much of my safety ; but as I speedily 
got quit of the body,and struck out to swim,I did 
at last get safe to shore, though $i sad, a wounded, 
and a proscribed fugitive !*' 

The gcdlant voice and look with which the noble 
Lord I^vel had spoken in the first pa^ of his dis- 
course, became hurried and impatient as he spake 
of his defeat and escape ; and all disconsolate as 
he finished with the death of his good steed. 

VoL.1-— S 
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^ Alas r added he, ^ surely never knight crossed 
a better barb than that wluch lies in yonder flood ; 
and I tell thee, young Plantagenet, I have ^ven 
to his loss all the sorrow a soldier can bestow. 
But why shojild I mourn for my charger, who am 
destine^JRciver to couch lance nor draw, sword 
again f for whom no trumpet, save the last,, will 
ever sound loud enough to call me forth firom this 
life of shame and sadness. What availeth it, too, 
that I have been^of England's proud baronage, a 
knight of her chivalry and a councillor in her 
state, since I am now fettered in this loathsome 
den 7 Oh God I I beseech Thee take from me 
life, or restore me unto honour !" 

Such, I do well remember me, was the impa- 
tient and murmuring speech of the viscount, whiles 
I remained with him m his retreat at Fiskerton- 
Ferry; to be quit of the evils whereof he at 
length said unto me, that it would now be more 
meet to essay escaping thence, and seeking a 
better hiding-place elsewhere. He told me, more- 
over, that mere belonged unto him an ancient 
family-park and dwelling, nigh unto Witney in 
Oxfordshire, called Minster-lXvel, unto the wiiich 
he would fain remove ; for, could we reach unto 
it, there we might rest in greater security, beside 
being sheltered from the continued storms which 
beat in at our present cave: since it maybe 
noted, that the summer of this year was declared 
by divers persons to be the most troubled with 
tempests, and unkindly to man, that the oldest 
then living had known in our land. 

Upon this I questioned of my companions, if 
such benefits might by any means be won, what 
hindered that we should forthwith seek diem; 
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sinoe the heat of pursuit after £x>rd Lovel was 
now well over, and it seemed unto me that jour* 
neving by night through the transverse and uhtra- 
veUeid roads which we- must pass, — albeit the toil 
would certes be gr^t, — might not have more of. 
danger than our present UdW-place. But on the 
other hand, the Heln^w wouM in nowiso counsel 
such a course, for that he affirmed it was reported 
that the kins had seized upon all places, i:Mglong* 
ing unto sudi as had taken up amis against him 
in the late iq)ri8ing in the north ; added to which 
Israel was somewhat feeble from age, and fearftil ' 
either by nature or throu^ much persecution. 
Yet, nevertheless, my words did. so greatly inspirit 
the LoYd Lovel, whose taind was already much 
disposed to depart, that at last he would be stayed 
no longer. For the good viscount declared," that 
even though his enemies might have seized upon 
his abode at Mmster-Lovel, yet was there at- 
tached unto it a certain secret chamber, entered 
by a long vaulted passage under thie park, and 
roofed vrith turf on the outside, so that it might 
never be discovered ; the which was known unto 
noneof his present fi)es. Unto this retreat he 
doubted not that we might safely travel, and albeit 
it might not prove the best dwelling that man 
might desure, yet would it be a bower of bfiss 
\d^n compared vnth the dreary sepulchre wherein 
we were.Uien buried. 

Thus were we all accorded and ready to depart, 
for though the Jew was slow to uiidertake thi^ 
enterprise, yet was he fiill prcmipt and zealous in 
performing it ; and yieliUng unto the Lord LovePs 
desires, proffered him such aid as his small power 
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miglitpffMUfefor uft* AH the eoiwler-v(Nukh oS 
Eag^hnd w&pe ubIo ym well kaowD, add b& ea* 
gaged to lead uam thead wluch mighcbe tl^veUed 
laosl 0eciunety by suck ftigitiTegasw&i sotlMiCaU 
thii]^ were soon dieqpoaed for our departure^ and 
m fouFteen days wm the time o( »y beingfinft 
oondiicted unto the seqvestel^ soldiefy we del 
forth at midi^g^ iDm Us it^treat at Fiskevton- 
Feny, 

Wheil^ the noble viaeounf efnergjed from Ua 
dreaiy cai^eni kitothe opcjki eouniry^ like the dead 
Lazarus eonmig forth fi^ hk ^rave, and l<>€^ed 
abmad iq)on the daiic bhi6 mghtHduea thitt w^re 
studded with thoudluids of siuri^ he feh thai k 
was a full blessed thiiM[ to breathe the free air; asld 
to walk OAfestratned between earth saad heaveUk 
I have already noted that hi» rich dress ¥Fas afl 
des]pK>iled dnd tattei^ and therefore in lowlv 
habit did he venture upoit Ids joiimey ; aldioug^ 
Israel had safely dispcM^ dertain chests, contsuum 
ing his arms, and scnne other apparel whidi he had 
provided for Um^^-^ipon the stoat raun&e^ 
which awaited us a eefaveuient space distaiit 
The Lord Lovel deemed that it woidd be wiser 
to cast away this fortHture, but thereto the Hebrew 
would ilot a>Dseitt, because he trusted unto it to 
cauy us on odr travel with the less question ; for 
aa he would agree that the viscount sfaeukl jour* 
ney in the nisht onlv, — so where he thoupit it 
meet to sto^ miring the di^, these packs W^d 
ftfrnish a fau- excuse for faiJting^ and dnise us to 
Ije taken fyr chapmen $ the lather indeed, as he 
Mmself had of late been known as the like, 

♦ Hones of burt)ien. 
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I have ofttiihes wish^,-— albeit tte attempt 
had perchance proveld.a.vain one, — ^that I had 
kept a brief note of this our progi^s over divers 
crosi^-roads of some eighty-four miles : but I was 
at that time all loo much possessed by the' cares 
and fears which from hour to hour pressed upon 
us, aiid by mine unceasing efibrts to keep up the 
heart of my noble companion in his state of de- 
basement, to think of making any such record. 
Many were the rude gibes which we encountered 
upon our journey, from the rustic clowns whom 
we met at early morn; whereat Lord Loyel's 
spirit would sometimes rise and his choler vent 
itself in some sharp speech, the which was ever 
too weD framed and stately for such as he seemed 
to be. Whereupon t was foil fain to hide it by a 
pious benediction, or Latin text, as became my 
religious habit, or else by words of mirth ; which 
turned aside their revilirigs into reverence, or 
made that which looked like hazard to end in dis- 
port and laughter. 

So kept we on our way for some good space of 
time,' until we got unto Banbury in Oxfordshire, 
whereat the viscount was much rejoiced; and, 
by our ceaseless travel in the night-season, we did 
at length arrive at Crawley, a little vill lying some 
mile distant from^Minster-Lovel, wHereunto we 
had been at such pains to reach: It was, as I re- 
member, the midnight of Friday, the 3d day of 
August, when Israel rode forward with his goods 
unto a little hostel, which of old had borne the 
sign of the Lion of Lovel; but which, since the 
defeat of the l6rd of that name, had been altered 
with rude art into a R^d Dragon. The Jew 
S 2 
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tv88 not imkiicywii at tUf hoiiBe< md, thcfefore, 
when lie knocked loadly al the door Ad loUL Us 
Mme^ the host fittthwidi aro» and bade hin wd- 
conie» receiviim. him and his horse iota iodffs^. 
llMai,as it hadbeeaafoce plotted, asy ccmpanion 
and I came up like two beni|^itedwandevi^9» and 
with bwijr speech prayed shelter fi)r a brief fiMce, 
and to be sohiced with a stoup of Hsmx, unto 
tUs the host answered churli^ily, mat he wcdl 
deemed that I was a hedse-priest, and my com- 
panion little better than a Knave^who sou^ but 
to catch up q>oil as we mi^» and bade us go 
look fofr entertainment elsewhere. But vpaa tSs 
the Jew interceded that we dioukl not be so dis- 
missed, and at his entreaiy we were suffered to 
enter the hostel. 

And now, the ^ood Lord Level found but little 
comfort in the tiding which awaited him here ; 
for unto such questicms as the Hebrew put unto 
our host, touchmg the then condition of his an- 
cient domain, it was answered, that the king's 
•soldiers had seized upon Minster-Lovel, and mer- 
rily, right merrily had been living there, upon the 
brave stores of paddock and pasture-field, outtery 
and cellar, although they had now abandoned them 
unto a meaner guardian. ^* I trow," said he with 
much discontent in his voice, ^ that the knaves did 
little else than feast and quaff; for ^our hungry sol- 
dier, set to guard a rich capture, is like your he^- 
^ set upon horseback, seeing that the one Mali 
ride to the devil, smd the other will drink himself 
blind with the spoiL And I vimrrant you, my mas- 
ters all, that this was matter of some concern vaA> 
mei seeing that they never spent a cross at my 
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bcMMel^ ^tAkdk WM dunevtfd t i iuw i gMw uriaic at I 
take it, and ckaa a^dait keneity; for ^rtme 
Aoidd men be merry save under tbe tavetter^a 
budif 

Tbe Lofd Lwel and nrgraelf^ having contented 
eur ho(»t, now apeedflf went fortk^ioid tbe Jew 
sottBL after did the liie, under tfe gone cf looidng 
unto hi» horses and watching our motionB. He 
failed not to bring with him one of the lem and 
halter chests^ and we walked hastily on w an b to 
Afinstev-LoveL I cannot, eren yet, but weQ re- 
member, the sorrowful voice and air of the noble 
Lord, as, in his present low estate, he approached 
the fiar turrets which were once his proinl inherit- 
luice, and which now rose gloomily and dimly to 
his view in the overclouded midnight, and the cdd 
shower ^4iieh was falling around us. It was in 
truth no marvel that he sailed, when he bethonsdit 
him that the mansion, which, in the prkle ofms 
heart he had exulted to call his own from a long 
line of noble sires, had been seized upon by h£ 
enemies, and filled with boisterous soldiery, who 
had destroyed his substance and rioted in tmll and 
4M>wer, brawling in the midst of the ruin which 
they had made. He, too, that had be^i wont to 
. enter his mansion richly clad, in the broad fiice of 
day, with all honour, and a noble retinue; now 
drew nigh unto it in darkness, a proscribed fogi- 
tive in tattered raiment, and followed only by a 
despised Jew and a powerless orphan : in brief, 
the place, a^ tbe holy text saith, * which knew him 
once, then seemed to know him no longer.' Ne- 
vertheless, much as he was dismayed at these 
things, Lord Level failed not n^tly to trace out 
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the ouimiiiff I^-concealed entrance unto that vaulted 
passage, ^cb led into the secret chamber where- 
of he had spoken, and which he had so greatly 
desired to reach. 

Of this place I may here note that it was a 
stone cell, like an aikchor-hold,'* though somewhat 
laiger, but built and fashioned for the abode of one 
vowed to Uve in sohtary devotion ; lighted firom 
the top by a little oriel window, cunningly framed 
of part of amore spacious one in the 900m above, 
ihcNi^ it might not be discovered even by the 
closest search. At one end a narrow winding 
stair led to the dwelling-house through a secret en- 
trance, and at the other were a mir altar and a 
rood of stone, with a figure rarely well carved 
thereon, and miissals, and books of offices and 
breviaries, lay scattered about. But notwithstand- 
ing all this goodly show of holy labours, the vis- 
count confessed unto us that it had been more often 
used for secret debate with divers of his own party, 
or as a cool bower and pleasant retreat in the heat 
of summer, wherein to quaff wine or indulge in 
light refection, than for those pious uses for \mch 

* Anehor-fiolds were the dwellings of Anchorets, or those 
religious persons who never quitted their cells ; which cus- 
tom was introduced in certain abbeys in the earlier ages of 
Monachism, when any one of the brethren who had made 
most progress in holy things, was shut up alone that he might 
be entirely resigned to &eir contemplation. 'His cell was 
commonly in, or near the church, and was placed so as he 
could see the altar and join in the' service ; it was of stone, 
12 feet square ; and had three windows above, one looking 
towards the choir for taking the sacrament, another for re« 
ceiving food, and a third for light covered with horn or 
glass ; but the door was locked by his abbot or bishop, and 
wasvery often walled up. 
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it seemed to have been framed. Even now there 
remained in it good store of sack and RocheUe 
wine ; and I nu^t not avoid noting unto myself, 
that in this case, as weD as in divers others whichi 
had seen, the guise of religion covered designs and 
enjoyments, hai«ffi in Hmtk §& iiH»re of earth than 
of heaven. Hom^it, in this time of Lord Lo- 
v^s distress, his itte cf die csieU was boA hwM 
and honest;^ and fervent were the thaiik» whidi 
he gave unto Gpd and Our Lady for haying 
Bs^biMit Mm in safety ittlber. In me meantime 
f srae! kindled a fire, and after we had taken some 
j(eod, the good noMe^ with ntuck gralatode) and 
htt^ threw himself imoti die rude conch wMch 
had been made th^re mrthe pioush^bitanf of that 
cell; and which, hard and lowly as in truth it was; 
he now thouoht to be a bed crif state^ of mtieh soft- 
nessy and full of hnuiy. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE DUNSOLUnON OF FALLEN OBEATKESS— -AN IN- 
CIDENT AT THE ^^UEEN^S COBONATION. 

' Oh ! ye mighty and poippoos lords, winnixig in the glory 
trancntory of this unstable life<— and ye fierce and mighty 
Knights, so yaliant in adventuroos deeds of arms ; behold ! 
bc^oki.! this mighty champion, peerless of all Ki^hthood^ 
see now how helieth grovelling upon the c^ mould, being 
noVr so feeble and faint that sometime was so terrible. 

La Mort D'AaTHVR. 

Thus did the noble fugitive soon fall into a 
heavy slumber, albeit he was laid upon so ttiean^a 
couch ; for his toil of travel and long sojourn in 
that most un^ealthfiil lodging at Fiskerton-Ferry 
had wearied and weakened ms'firame and spiritSi 
and made the hard resting-place of an anchorite 
feel unto him like a bed of eider-down or s<^ 
lurs. Our faithful friend Israel now withdrew 
himself in silence back unto his inn, though not 
without some fear that he might not easily explo- 
rate his way thither ; and for mine own part, I 
folded me lightly in such garments as we had with 
us in that place, and stretched myself on the 
ground by the fire : yet could I not soon sleep, 
albeit I was greatly wearied, because of the many 
sad meditations which flitted through my restless 
fancy. 

I bethought me, as th<e virtuous old philosopher 
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said at his death, of how close kin are pain and 
plj&asure.in this world. For before me lay a no- 
ble yiscount, one who had been a king's favourite, 
and a most valiant soldier, — ^whose heart was 
now so overwhelm^ with his misfortunes that it 
seemed to have sunken beneath them ; and yet 
even he found a most sweet rest from all his toils 
and afflictions : his cares, his fears, and his de- 
basements, being all forgotten in tlutt iniknt-like 
slumber, which carried him so swiftly and quietly 
forward unto the morrow. I pondered, too, upon 
mine own strange fortunes ; upon the k>fty, and, 
as I now began to regard them, the groundless 
hopes of the past, and how I might best provide 
me for the future. For myself, I was a fugitive, 
perchance for manslaughter, the thought whereof 
did ofttimes ^atly afmct my soul ; althoipgh the 
swift succession of my toils and travels had, in 
some degree, blunted my remembrance of it. 
The good Israel of Castile would indeed befriend 
me so far as he might, but his own safety was not 
assured, seeing that he lived in-eontinud doubt 
and fear of persecution ; and as touching him 
with whom I was now sojourning, he could do 
nought for himself; for albeit I had sought his 
aid, yet was he at this time rather dependent 
upon mine. Whereupon I did conclude, that it 
would be fiiU wise for me to leave him, now that 
he was in a sale and convenient hiding-place 
amidst his own tenants, and seek out some means 
or employment to advance myself; since I could 
no loiter hope ever to be seated upon the throne 
of my royal father, both because of the hatred 
bori^e unto him and his house, and for that I knew 
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mt who w«B fny mother, «Bd ihad no proc^ (mT 
%eiqg hiB son. Noveiihelees, jnjr etaim ymniM 
queitioiilew be «tr9Dg enow to ^e& foith inudi 
mspieioB and to pot me in great jeoperdy, 00 that 
medaKwight as I was now of good stature end 
eouM widd a swcMnd, I aoii^ b^ome a soldieF in 
«O0ie foreign land; either withthe Datohess of 
Suigimdy, who was well known to be no friend 
mito Hany Tudor, or with the I>e&e of Bretagne, 
against the French King Ghurles VIII*, oonc^n- 
ing wtHHn divers ambassackMrs had of late come 
mto England. 

Anon I thou^ of joining me unto those brave 
marmers, who about ttus time began to launch 
<dieir daring keels, almost wherever they found 
winds to vmft, or water to float them : some of 
wh(Hn had been in the service of King Richut), 
for that they were bold*and skilled in war, as 
well as most adventurous shipmen. With d^m, 
I pcHidered on sailing to those rocks of (mow and 
fire to be ^icountered in the Iceland voyage, to 
4he fair shores of Machin's Island, to 4he rich 
coasts o[ the country of Afrike, and to the fear- 
fiU Cape-Storm. 

All these, and divers other plots for my future 
Tife^ dided swiftly across my restless fancy ; yet 
coida I decide upon nought but to quit the Lord 
iiovel with what haste I m^ht. As I grew 
"weary with sudi profitless^ muangs, the gloomy 
ceB^ which was now only half-lighted by the de- 
caying firebrands, began to fade firem my closing 
eyes, yet did my late wonted vigUance, and the 
-uneasy posture wherein I lay, cause me ever and 
anon to start iqp, even at the very -moment when 
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f^sr^^Biaem wa»^ st^fitig over itty dwwsy 
settses ; and tttfett th«i- ffrst iwy^ of lite cfeft^ 
s^peamed thccwigh tte diftr aiftl ittrtt)w teittdows 
'of onr ceH, I had enjcycfd btrt brfef and brdixfH 
8ficimber9. Neverthelesgj wfaHe my senses \^ert 
thus suspended, I had a pas$iiig street viskm, from 
die trfiich I <fid fall loathly atrafcen ; wherein, 
metiiought that I wa» living ifi a modt pleasant 
and quiet retina* with the Laihr Bride, — ^such, 
indeed, as I did many years after behold her» 
when womanhoodlmd clothod her in aH its- beau- 
ties. I wot weB that this was but a- shadowy 
drecun, lihough it was a mafreSous one, atid per- 
adventure was- not sent for nought ; but it shed 
somewhat of a' cahn hope over my soul, and 
hath oft supported and strengthened me under 
the labom*» erf my life, albeit I have since learned 
to understand' it in a diverse sense from what I did 
at the time whereof I now speak. 

But to go forward with my story. WhetitheLord 
Lovel awoke on rfie morrow, he manifestedmuch 
joy at jSnding himself in so familiar and goodly a 
retreat; and when I disclosed unto him mine in- 
dent of departing from him and tryii^ my fortune 
in some foreignland, he declared that it was Eke- 
wise his^ purpose so to escape as soon as he mi^t» 
and that he would either go in company, which 
should prove much unto mine advantage, or that 
he would shordy give me letters unto sudi of his 
intimates abroad as should greatfy forward my 
desires. In thus much stead, (Sd he say, he mi^ 
stiD stand me ; dbeit at the same time he did en- 
treat me to rem»R with him yet ar wttte loiiger, 
for that iH» heeMi wad not wliat it had been;; 
Vau I.— T 
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thoog^ that, he continaed, was no marvel after 
what he bad suffiMned in the caveni on the bankf 
<3( Trent. And in sooth, unto my thinking, his 
bodiljr strength did seem then to have more 
of ingour than now might be seen in him; but 
this 1 deemed mi^t perchance be but a melan- 
choly fancy of mme own. Howbeit, when some 
two or three days had passed away, that which 
had at first been only painful sunmse, grew into 
a sad wid solemn reality ; and I then suspected, 
what I did afterward find to be indeed the truth, 
that his health had failed him from taking the 
damp from that couch in the cell, whereon he 
had '00 hastily and incautiously thrown him on 
the night of our arrival at Minster-Lovel. The 
good viscount himself did also become of my be- 
•uef in this matter, for that he said an unwonted 
Iremour had invaded all his limbs, as though he 
were upon the point of a i^u^wd a^e-fit ; such 
indeed as he had seldom known, savuig when he 
had been assailed by severe cold or storm in 
night-watches or wet lodging. 

Thus did I linger with the Lord Level from day 
to dav, in sad expectation of what might chance 
unto mm, and leading a most melancholy and full 
lonely life ; our only exchange being sometimes 
to walk, with fearful and silent steps, through his 
ancient park at midnight. So fled that hapless 
summer, and so passed the fall of autumn, and 
even winter drew nigh in dark November, yet 
did the Lord Level still ccmtinue as ill at ease as 
before ; for, instead of amendii^, as he trusted, 
hissiclmess did most fearfuDy increase, and he at 
length declaied that be should not loog survive, 
unless some potent remedy might suddenly hf 
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provided for hfe distemper, whereof there was 
flttle hope in that solitary spot. 

Upon this the faithful Jew, who, bs in our for- 
mer hiding-place at Fiskerton-Ferry, did often 
visit ns in the night with supplies, proffered to 
fetch from Oxford City or Reading Town, such, 
medicaments as were meet for the viscounfs dis- 
order. But this he deemed would be of no avail ; 
albeit h^ added vrith a heavy sigh, '* if indeed 
Master Harold Cleghom, the chirurgeon of King- 
street, near St. Peter's abbey in Westminster, 
knew how it fares with me, perchance his skill 
might devise the means of restoring me, as it oft 
hath done before : but truly from no other hand 
may I look for such a blessing." 

Unto this the Hebrew rephed, " if that may in- 
deed be, to him will I forthwith depart ; for, old 
as I am, I vnll not shrink from the journey to 
save the life of my lord and benefactor.** 

" Nay, good Israel,'* rejoined I, " by the faith 
of man that you shall never do while I stand by : 
let the youngest traveller fake the road, for it 
were foul shame that one so aged as thou should 
set out on so distant a course, while I lingered 
slothfiilly behind ; and so, my lord, with your fair 
leave and direction, I wiU quit Minster-Lovel be- 
fore daybreak.** 

** Thou art a good youth, a passing good youth," 
interrupted the Jew, "but tms travel is not meet 
for thee ; ttnd, moreover, thy strength and stout- 
ness will better defend my lord than mine aged 
and powerless arm, and therefore I pray thee to 
remain with him in this place.** But unto this I 
answered that I weU knew and could endure the 
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toil af trmrel^ wUie oq]^ i»aae aod cavtioo i«e]?e 
required from him vwy ^diCKild abide iw;^ Ibe 
Lgffd Lovel, jeeivig tfaat 1t^ ihcked ogwcealwent 
nUherthan^lefeBce; for ifKmthe<d(>seid:4ii0ci:^: 
aS Us s^&tv did dqpeod : fiwce, vmre he •ooce 
discovered byhj» numerDus enenue^ the weofcest 
and fitroi^est mm would be alike wutwtiQg. 
Thus wouU I in nowise be staid from this jour-^ 
aey, not even by the viscount himself^ who &kx 
would have ended our dispute by commandiiig 
that neither of us should go ; since it would be 
peradventure of little bemiSi^ and that we might 
bring back the heaUng remedies only tkne enoi^ 
to behold him die. Nevertheless, I resolved dial 
the essay should be made, and so, having received 
the Lord LovePs directions thereupon, I forthwith 
got me to horse, and was speedily once more on 
die road towards the ffl««t city; it b^g,aBliK>w 
think, the night of Tuesday, the 2QSi of No- 
vember. 

It would be of smaU import to tell dfthe cares 
which did at this time nurround me, or of the 
hazards which i encountered from isupicion or too 
close inquiry whilst I thus journeyed; and it wiU 
be though enough if I set down, that my bodify 
strength held on unabated throi^^aU the confine- 
ment and travel which I underwent, and that my 
spirit yiekled not unto the sorrows that oppressed 
me. My joum^ was perforsaed in safety, but 
full often was mine heart made sad, and wf soul 
wrathful, to hear of the covetous esacticais and 
bloody executions wiich bad followed upcMH the- 
triumpbofH^ury Tudor at Stoke; albeit he had 
been wont to call my father iymsA. Yet, with 
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dl his fierceness, he had so much of that cunning' 
which men deemed to be wondrous wisdom, that / 

he affected to be passing gentle and unoppressive, / 

even whilst' cruelly despoiling and destroying J I 

those whom he caUed his subjects; unto whom - * ^ 1 

the royal Richard, foully as he has been maligned, \ 

was ever like a benevolent and most noble sove- ' \ 

reign. The ferocious and evil doings of Harry 
Tudor, were moreover dissembled under the 
guise of pious devotion; yet, albeit he did out- ^ 

Wardly seem anxious only to honour the Lord of 
Hosts, who had made him a victor, it might well 
be seen that he recked but little of the commands 
of Him who would not that blood should be shed 
in wantonness or revenge, and who hath no plea-' 
sure in the death of a pinner. Thus, whilst he' 
sent his proud and triuniphant banner, as a thank- 
ful offering unto the shrine of our Lady of Wal- 
singham, he caused a full strict inquisition to be' 
made after certain who had spread the report 
that his power at Stoke had been overthrown, 
that he might seize upon them, or pursue themf 
even unto the death. 

But though the country was thus disordered^' 
when I got me into London I found nought but 
stately rejoicings; since the doubts and fears of 
the late tumults had died away, and men's minds 
were filled with the royal triumtphs which were 
then in daily progress. It was now told unto 
me, how the coronation of the good queen, Eliza- 
beth of York, was no longer to be delayed; 
though, questionless, the wily Harry had been ad-* 
mcmished therein by the dan^rs Which he had 
<tf late escaped, for he had at length caused it Ur 
T 2 
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Abbeir of WestmnitAr, «paa tfe ftM of fitt 
QateiriM Ibeii aexl enwQ^ b^iig Siiaday, the 
95A daf of Novevibier, two 4j^s afttr Itot 
wImvood I agam enlered tfae oky. I he«id« 
moreover, how the king and his consort had ti9^ 
veiled in stately iouroev fixxn the court at War- 
wick pnto Loodoa, where they were met by 
dhrers of the -ccmimonalty thereof, t^n firoi^ 
ev^y cmft, all cm horseliadi, and fiill well and 
hooour^i)!^ hereon in one livery; whiles the 
streets thrOu^ which Harry Tudor rode-^f(Mr he 
left his queen secredy at a house vnthout Bishop's 
Gate, by St. Mary's 8{>ital«*-were fairly dec^d, 
having the other citizens standing in goodly array 
and order to receive him. The Xady £li9abeth 
then went unto her lodging at Greenwich, but be 
continued unto Powle's at afteTnooohtide, and ai 
the western door thereof he a%hted, being jomed 
fay many bishops and priests all m th^ robes; 
and tbera, forsooth, was Harry Tudor censed 
with the great censer of Powle's, by an angel that 
seemed to cohie out of the roof, whikt the quire^ 
san^ a solenm anthem and ^ Te Deum kmdcmmr 
iS>r JOT of his late victory and prosperous comiu 
into London. But of all this proud pageantry, I 
saw nought, and in truth it was unto me food for 
sad and bitter meditation, excepting that J re^ 
ioi^d for the good QueeQ Elizabrai; but n^ 
heart sank within me in the same degree as those 
of other men beat higher, as I thoiwht upon the 
fafleii fourtuoes of such as h^ sufieiM d^ieat and 
fuin 1^ the late triumph over the Yorkists, and 
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the iMiMurakfis endtation Mil ^nk af lii9 1^«)^ 
caifter victor iod iiis ftattenors and fidbvank. 

I would ^uniiateluecl mebothforcqanflelaiij 
lodging ttDto the hoosQ <3f Master St. Legerinlbft ' 
sanctuary, but that I feai?ed the doisg «o mi^ 
9^k9a draw Buspicioo towank him, whom I had 
already placed m soiae joopovdy ; and I^refoi« 
restted me ia the abode of the good chinu^gecHit 
Master Qeghom, until he had care&lly veaolved 
upon the remedies pn^r for one in the condition 
of Lord Lovel. His dwelli^ was .a dark and 
lofty bouse in Kii^'-stieet, kokwg unto the Abbey, 
and bore the sam of ^Hhe balin«tree of Judea." 
Well I wot that 06 was a most learned man in 
physics, and the art of curing wounds; and nothing 
like many of the medicinerB of this time, wl^ 
pretended, by some vain «>eUs and drugs, to make 
a woiidrouB remedy which they called '^the elixir 
of hfe,** to heal all diseases. Others, too, would 
juggle with metals, looking to turn the baser sorts 
into pore gold, by alchemy; but though Master 
Cleghom was a ngbt curious seeker into the hid* 
d^ things of nature ibc the ud <tf Ins art, and 
alb^ lus house was filled with divers marvellous 
plai^ and crealures, yet w«s he none of those 
losel impostors. I have not always found that 
m^ unto whom good offices have been done, 
have kept such hvely remembrance thereof as 
this good chirurgeon; more especially when their 
benefactors have fall^ into distress^imd the stream 
of their bom^ Im^h been dried up by adverfiolv. 
But Mast(»r ClegbiUTi now showed hmwelf rigk. 
giateful un^ the hapless lord from whom I was 
a messenger^ and told me that be would compound 
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a most choice remedy, which, if the distempei:' 
were not too far gone, should work a swiftcure 
ij^n him; in the mean space desiring me to lodge 
with turn, and disport myself with the right lo^ 
pageants that were now in progress. 

It may well be thought that I have little liking 
to set down the stately ceremonies of one whom I 
have ever regarded as a usurper, but seeing that 
they rather pertained unto the Queen Elizabeth, 
who was of my house; that they do in part be- 
long unto my story; and that posterity may be 
cunous concerning them, I have given this little 
touch of them which now foUoweth. 

On the Friday next before St. Catherine's 
day-^being the morrow of that whereon I got 
me unto London— the queen's good grace, royally 
aj^iarelled, and accompanied by the Lady Mar- 
^oet, Harry Tudor's mother, and divers qther 
great persons, both lords and ladies, richly clothed, 
came forward unto her coronation from the palace 
at Greenwich, by water. Herein were they at- 
tended by the chief citizens of London, in baiges 
freshly furnished with silken banners and stream- 
ers, richly wrought with the arms and devices of 
their crafts. In especial I mari^ed one boat of 
most choice fancy, called " the bachelors' barge," 
passing all others, the which had a great red dra- 
gon spouting flames of fire into the Thames 5 
whilst on every side were trumpets, clarions, and 
other minstrelsies, fitting unto the queen's royal 
estate. So came she from Greenwich, and, land- 
ing at the Tower wharf, entered the Tower, 
wh^re Henry of Richmond seemed to welcofti^ 
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hs^msmk^jammBBTM iMde a vary good si|^ 
iuito«Hpi»Mot 

13ie DBst 4ay9 beiog Satasday,ui theaAeiBoon 
therectf, tfaa quaen ivwA^gaiaiaQst rayally atltred 
in a kirtle ^^vvhite ch^b^-^g^ of daoraw, aod a 
mantle of dba aane ^ured isilh <eniii]iei, wd fast- 
ened <»aiierbroaBt3M^ a <;0rdaB of gi^ andflfik 
with tassels. Her fair yellow liair hunig unadorn- 
ed down upon her baok ; and she had a golden 
circlet upon nerhead &I1 nchly garnished with pre- 
cious stones. Thwi went she from her chamber 
of estate, the Lady Cecil Wells, her nster, bear- 
ing her train, with great attendance of nobles. 
The litter, wherein she progressed from the 
Tower, and so through the city of London unto 
Westminster, was covered with the same doth- 
of-^oldof dajBa£k,andhadlafgep3lows;made of the 
like, and stuffed with down, laid about herto sup- 
port her. OiFor her litter was borne a cuiopy, or 
pall, likewise of golden cloth, having four guded 
staves ever supported by as masy kn^ts ; there 
heii^ twelve ap|K»ted to beer them indueord^ 
unto Westminster. Then <^a^le her grace's horse 
of estate, led hy the master thereof; with her six 
henchmen, upon fiur white palfi^ys, hamessed 
with red and white clolh-of^Id, licUy euixm- 
dered with suns and white roses. Next them 
followed two chariots covered with the like and 
set won horses, in the first whereof sat the 
Dutchess <^ Bedford, and the Lady Cecil Welfe, 
the queen'^ sisters; aod in the second, the 
Dutchess at Suffolk, and the Ciounless of Oxford, 
and £hzabeth'4i ether sister, the DutcAessof Nor- 
foXk; but the Lady Bride I saw not on this day. 
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'Jlie goodly train was closed by the queen's ladie& 
and gentlewomen, according to their degree, 
some- riding in chariots and others on white pal- 
freys, all most richly arrayed in cloth-of-gold, 
robes of crimson velvet, and gold chams. 

i may not, in ordinary compass, tell how the 
streets through which she should pass^ were hung 
with cloths of- tapestly and arras, or how West- 
Cheap was bedecked with silks and gold velvets ; 
how the crafts of London, in their liveries, stood 
all along the way from the Tower unto Powle's ; 
with a marvellous sight of people in the streets, 
houses, and windows: how her grace was met in 
divers parts of the city by fair children, some 
being tirrayed like unto angels, and others like 
vii^gins, who sang sweet songs as she passed by : 
or how richly were clad the knights and nobles 
who rode with her in that stately progress ; — but 
I will rather at once pass away unto her corona- 
tion upon the morrow. 

' Full early upon the mom of the holy day she 
came forth of Westminister Hall, having lodged 
the ni^ht before in the palace thereof, — upon a fair 
and high scaffold covered with new ray-cloth of 
purple, whereon she mi^t well be seen of all 
present.' This reached from the gate of the said 
hall, unto a stage in St. Peter's Abbey, where she 
was to be crowned; beside which there were 
sundiy other scaffolds around it, hung with pic- 
tures, tapestry, and arras, for such as were above 
the common sort to behold the procession. In 
especial I mailed one goodly fittle gallery, set up 
about midway, well braecked with cloth-of^gold, 
and covered with a rich canopy, wherein were 
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seated divers ladies, who seemed of so^h great 
estate, that I marvelled much that they were not 
in high place in the procession. One of the. fore- 
most was a most lovely and gentle child of noble 
znien and stature, though, perchance, not passing 
some seven years of age. She was in a fair.glis* 
teringrobe of silver-tissue, and had mild aud clear 
eyes of bright blue, and hwr of paly gold ; me- 
thought much more beauteous than the queen's, 
unto whom she bore a wondrous resemblance. 
As I stood in the crowd near this spot, I demanded 
/ of some that were about me who those ladies 
might be; whereunto one answered that they 
were the queen's mother and younger sisters, from 
the abbey of Bermondsey, whom the king of his 
grace bad permitted to behold her coronatiQii, 
though he would in nowise have them to take 
any part in the same; and that she who sat in the 
front was the Lady Bride, who should become a 
nun when she was of age to be professed. 

Methought, before I knew this, that there was 
some secret charm which as it were drew me 
unto that fair one, and riveted my sight upon her, 
the which was now fully explained ; whilst my 
mind did at once recall every thing that Master 
St. Leger and Sir Gilbert de Mountford had said 
touchu]^ her and myself, and mine own ardent 
desires towards her. Now I saw that she was 
even more beauteous than ray fancy had pictured 
her, and, in truth, the fairest of her family ; and 
thereupon I pressed a^ nigh as I might unto the 
scaffold whereon she sat, the better to gaze ijqK)n , 
her features : though mine heart sank within me 
lis I thought upon the hopeless distance which ad- 
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Ibvliifle hMkcnifbeMiMtttii^alMt Iwm 
her BMT binMiMy and^^f Mrtii Mf ldBi»^r0jKfil* 

I wHl h€fe say notfamgaftlie gtJImCppeeeBflioil 
unl&tfaAsbbevyOf the«8(|W98,kiBglls»pe^is»a]^ 
toitJds ; <^ the preiateg ia theff eopes^ hop Ae 
moi^ofWeBtiiiinstermlMrrito^^ ofthegokkn 
orb, c»^wii%ffiid 8ceptre%h»niebjttheflohfe^ nor 
of the praicelv habks erf* aU;--^iiiee they vrho 
list to read of them f^Bfi'ind' theny riiFonieled 
in stoiy, ssd pieinred in dtver^ book» of the 
Heraldk After alldiese. had pMsed is stately 
inarch before us, came die qoeenin arkirtle and 
nuntle of pnri^ Tehrelt broidered with gold and 
Ayi^wiA ermines; having » ciretet of gold and 
rich gems upon her hair, and her train borne by 
the l^y Cecil. N^t her foHoi^rad die Datchess 
of Be^ord and others, in mantles andsorcoats of 
scarlet velret, furred end ponnteredy wilh golden 
circletB on their heads ; btrt these had not weB 
gone by, when there was so m^hty a rush of the 
crowd behind, inordinately {Hissing to cut s^way 
the ray-cloth whereon the quee» md walked, as 
memorials of that stately pageant, Ihat divers per* 
flons were overthrown and even trampled to deadi 
in the presence, and the order of the procesaon 
-was all broken and distroubled.* Nor was this 
^ihe worst, for the cnjwd pressed forward with 



* The reader will remember that this circumstance is slso 
mentionecl in a contemporary record of Qaeen Eliaabeth^s 
C<Mrou«tlon preMtved in manuscript in the Cottoaiaa Libra- 
ry ; and printed in Leland's CoUectanea, and Ives's SMect 
Papers relating to En|rlish Antiquities. Several other parts 
of the above desoription are alsosuppdrtM by the sameau^ 
th'vnties. 
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such force, as to unsettle, and even to break down, 
certain of the pillars which supported that scaf- 
fold wherein were seated the queen's mother and 
the Lady Bride ; causing some to utter a cry of 
fear as the galleiy trembled beneath them. Then 
did most of the press quickly retreat, as fearing 
that it should suddenly Ml upon them ; but others, 
whereof I was one, nastily pressed forward and 
ascended the scaffold to rescue those noble ladies 
from their most perilous condition. As we mount- 
ed thereon it shook fearfully beneath us, and, per- 
adventure from the increased weight, a part at 
once gave way and fell, close unto mat whereto 1 
had rushed to save the Lady Bride ; and even the 
remainder was shaking upon its frail supporters. 
The brave and noble child had uttered no sound 
of fear, though her cheek was somewhat pale 
when I approached her; and only saying unto her 
"Lady, trust yourself with me, I am of gentle 
blood, and will pledge my life for your safety,** — 
I took her forthwith in mine arms, and sprang with 
her from the gallery as the last of it fell ! 

I had thought full lightly of the danger where- 
unto I had exposed myself, for that I would will- 
ingly have bought the proud joy of bearing such 
a burthen with far greater peril ; but the shock 
had taken away the soises of the Lady Bride, and 
when we reached the ground she had swooned in 
mine arm&L Howbeit, as I still supported her, 
and did what I might to restore her ramted spirits^ 
certain of the guard and others came up, and 
rou^ly demanded of me how I presumed to 
come into such presence as hers ; whereunto I re- 
plied tlmt I had done it by right of courage, for 

Vol. L — U 
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that they had given back even before the scaffold 
felly and also by right of rank, for that I wag of 
much better blood than such base grooms as they: 
adding, withal, that I meant to bear her unto her 
royal mother, and so bade them stand back and 
let me pass onward. But this they would in no- 
wise hear of, and whilst some took her from me 
and carried her into the palace, others,^ — ^because 
my habits was but coarse and mean like one of 
low estate, — ^flouted and reviled me with much 
foul contumely; telling me that I was already 
well rewarded in not being sent unto the guard- 
house for my presumption, albeit I might yet have 
farther guerdon, if I Usted to go me down unto the , 
kin^s kitchen. 

Hereupon, with much anger and scorn in my 
face and speech, I quitted the crowd in that place, 
and hastily returned again unto Master Cleghom^s; 
not coveting to behold any more of those flaunt- 
ing pageants, or the costly banquet which followed 
them. It was small merit, I trow, for Harry 
Tudor to exceed his predecessors in wanton feast- 
ing, yet was it made matter of much admiration, 
Ihat the queen's courses had Feisaunts-royal, 
fiwans, cranes, pikes, and peacocks ; with a sub- 
tlety, havinjg ballads written therein, and castles of 
jelly made in temple-wise. It was moreover said, 
how that the Abbey of Westminster was por- 
trayed there unto the very life, being beset with 
divers beasts and birds, and fighting-men on horse- 
back and on foot, some dancing with ladies, and 
others tilting with shaip spears as in a tournament; 
all being made of spice-plate painted and mlL 
Yet of mis I neither saw nor regarded aught, but 
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early in the morning of the fourth day after my 
last coming unto I^ndon, I took my departure 
therefrom with the good Chirco^on's medicines 
for the Lord Lovel. By the second night after, 
my travel was ended, and it should have been even 
sooner done, but that I was full cautious of jour- 
neying through the parts lying nearest to Minster- 
Lovel in the broad fece of day .; whereupon I 
purposely tarried until after sunset, at a hostel on 
the road-side some twelve miles distant. But 
when I again got me on horseback, I rode forward 
at a great pace, and within two hours saw myself 
at the end of my journey. I now hastily bestowed 
my horse at his own inn, being full impatient to 
declare unto the Lord Lovel how I had performed 
his charge, and to impart unto him the healing 
drugs which had been compounded for his dis- 
temper by Master Cleghom. 

As I drew nigh unto the secret cell, and wound 
through those hidden passages, which led unto the 
sad retreat of fallen greatness, — albeit until now I 
had looked to find therein Israel and the sick 
noble as -I had left them ; — I felt a strange and 
sudden misgiving overcloud my mind, in truth I 
wrot not why, and I did almost fear to learn that 
their hiding-place had been discovered, and that I 
should hear in it the brawling voices of Harry 
Tudor's soldiers. Howbeit, this dread was abated 
by the deep silence which prevailed therein, and 
shown to be only the sickly fear of an over- 
anxious spirit But even whilst I felt my doubts 
to be all groundless, the next moment that very 
stillness seemed unto me to be fell of alarm ; for 
I half deemed that some foemen might be hidden 
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within the celU and that such unnatural silence 
might be only the surer to ensnare any one who 
approached that retreat. Nevertheless I still 
went forward, and upon approaching the very 
entrance of the chamber, 1 heard a faint and 
broken voice exclaiming, as if in the devotion of 
the last hours of life, ^Deprqfundis clamavi, ad 
Te, Domine^ exaudi vocem meam : Fiant aures 
tucB intendentes in vocem depreceAwnis meaT 
whereupon I hastily pressed forward and came 
suddenly in sight of a new scene of sorrow. 
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